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Disclaimer
Articles which appear in The Trailhead News (THN) 
do not necessarily reflect the position, opinion or 
endorsement of Back Country Horsemen of Washing-
ton (BCHW), its officers, committee chairs, staff or 
Washington Media Services, Inc. (WMS). BCHW and 
WMS are not responsible for the accuracy of all material 
and advertisements. Appearance of an advertisement 
in the THN does not constitute a recommendation or 
endorsement by BCHW of goods or services offered 
therein. Prices subject to change without warning. 
BCHW, WMS and its management shall not be held 
responsible for any typing errors or omissions other 
than a correction in the next available issue. The THN 
shall not be reproduced in any form or manner without 
prior written agreement. This includes reproduction of 
articles, photos, and the BCHW logo.

As a 501(c)(3) organization, the Back Country Horsemen of 
Washington has enacted the following policy: Back Country 
Horsemen of Washington does not endorse or oppose any 
political candidate, donate or contribute to any political 
candidate’s campaign, participate or engage in political 
fundraising events, distribute statements for or against 
particular political candidates, nor engage in any other 
activity that may constitute favoring or opposing a political 
candidate. The forgoing applies to the official position of 
BCHW it does not restrict or discourage individual members 
from representing themselves in support of a candidate.

The Trailhead News is the official publication of Back 
Country Horsemen of Washington (BCHW). 
The Trailhead News is published bimonthly by Back Country 
Horsemen of Washington, PO Box 1132, Ellensburg, WA 
98926-1132. Annual membership dues include a subscription 
to The Trailhead News.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: The Trailhead 
News, PO Box 1132, Ellensburg, WA 98926-1132.  
© 2010 Back Country Horsemen of Washington.

EDITORIAL: Printed Newsletter, maximum word count for 
articles is 700 plus two (2) photos as space is limited. Digital 
Newsletter does not have maximum word count plus more than 
two (2) photos can run with article. Photos must be accompanied 
by the location, name(s) of person(s) in photo and the name of 
the photographer. The Trailhead News is published bimonthly 
and delivered electronically with the exception of Mar/Apr 
and Sept/Oct issues, which are printed and mailed to members. 

Please submit to: thn@bchw.org or mail to:
PO Box 7184 • Olympia, WA 98507 • 360.754.4543 

Inside this Issue. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . www.bchw.org

Chapter Locations & Directors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Optional Members. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..                                   2

Rendezvous 2026 Recap and Looking Forward to Rendezvous 2027 . . . . . . . . . 3

Trail Work
	 Great Gravel Haul-In Revived. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4-5

Congratulations to the 2025 BCHW Awards Recipients . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-7

BCHW Sponsorships Program. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

From Backcountry Horsemen of Washington (BCHW) Safety Officer. .. .. .. ..      9

Calendar of Events . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..                       Outside Back Cover

Advertising Information Call: 360.754.4543

Article, Photo & Ad 	 Publish Date
Deadline Dates	 of Newsletter
December 1.................................. Jan/Feb
January 18..................................... Mar/April
April 1............................................ May/June
June 1............................................ July/Aug
August 1........................................ Sept/Oct
October 1...................................... Nov/Dec

Cover Photos: Photos from 2025 Rendezvous. Photos courtesy of Jim Thode

2026 Officers, Committee Chairs & Staff
OFFICERS:
	 President Dana Chambers
	 president@bchw.org............................. 206.498.6952

	 Vice President Ken Carmichael
	 vice_pres@bchw.org.................................509.710.1162

	 Secretary Patti Carmichael
	 secretary@bchw.org..................................509.710.1162

	 Treasurer Teri Starke
	 treasurer@bchw.org............................... 253.709.5052

	 BCHA Director - Pos 1 - Kathy Young
	 bcha_dir1@bchw.org.............................206.551.7824

	 BCHA Director - Pos 2 - Dana Chambers
	 bcha_dir2@bchw.org...........................206.498.6952

	 Alternate Mickey Centeno
	 bcha_altdir@bcha.org
STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRS:

	 Awards Susan Sundahl
	 awards@bchw.org................................... 253.380.0343

	 Education Kim Merrick
	 education@bchw.org................................253.261.6188

	 Governance & By-Laws Ken Carmichael
	 gov_and_bylaws@bchw.org..................509.710.1162

	 Grants Chair Darrel Wallace
	 grantschair@bchw.org.............................360.918.3016
	 Leave No Trace Education
	 LNT@bchw.org

	 Legislative Jeff Chapman
	 legislative@bchw.org

	 Membership Dana Chambers
	 membership@bchw.org........................206.498.6952

	 Membership Development Ken Carmichael
	 kcarmichael2225@gmail.com................509.710.1162

	 Public Lands Kathy Young
	 public_lands@bchw.org ........................206.551.7824

	 Safety Chuck Regimbal
	 safetychair@bchw.org ...........................360.871.5295

	 Saw Program Tony Karniss
	 tkarniss@gmail.com..................................... 360.748.8640

	 BCHW Store Terri Crawford
	 store@bchw.org

	 Volunteer Hours Chair Deb Wesselius
	 dwesselius1007@gmail.com.................360.827.2454
	 Ways & Means Teri Starke
	 ways_means@bchw.org....................... 253.709.5052

OTHER CONTACTS:

	 Photography Jim Thode
	 jim@jimthode.net...................................... 360.978.5336

	 Historian Vacant

	 THN Editor Vacant
	 thn@bchw.org
	 Calendar Editor Terri Crawford
	 calendarpix@bchw.org
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BCHW Chapter Locations & Directors

Chapter Directors: This list is taken from the 
BCHW Directory located online at bchw.org.

BUCKHORN RANGE: 	
Director: Bob Hoyle	  	 106 Ash Loop • Port Townsand, WA 98368	 360-531-2337	 director@buckhornbchw.orgt
CAPITOL RIDERS: 	
Director: Deb Hall		  725 Wilson Ct NW • Olympia, WA 98502	 360-259-3790	 debandchip9@gmail.com
CASCADE HORSE CLUB: 	
Director: Stephanie Russo	 P.O. Box 1359 • Lake Stevens WA 98258	 425-760-5530	 cowgirlstephanie@gmail.com
CRAB CREEK RIDERS: 	
Director: Dan Nelson		  P.O. Box 519 • Moses Lake, WA 98837 	 509-750-1164	 dlnels@me.org
ELLENSBURG VALLEY: 	
Director: Brenda Nass		  3736 River Bottom Rd• Ellensburg, WA 98926 	 509-859-2754	 brendanass@gmail.com
FERRY COUNTY: 	
Director: Mischa Venables 	 P.O. Box 1124 • Republic, WA 99166	 509-406-0876	 mischavenables@gmail.com	
GRAYS HARBOR: 	
Director: Bobbie Hallberg 	 51 O’Neill Rd •Elma, WA 98541	 360-941-3978	 bobbilh@gmail.com	
INDEPENDENT			 
Director: Terri Crawford		 507 Dalles Mountain Rd • Centerville, WA 98613-3030	 509-250-0944	 rktbar@gmail.com	
LEWIS COUNTY: 	
Director: Tom Conner		  829 Centralia Alpha Rd • Chehalis, WA 98532	 360-269-3804	 tkranch@toledotel.com
METHOW VALLEY: 	
Director: Cathy Upper		  P.O. Box 823 • Twisp, WA 98856 	 509-429-2955	 cathyupper52@gmail.com
MOUNT ADAMS: 	
Director: Mark Vorce		  P.O. Box 53 • Trout Lake, WA 98650	 206-920-6829	 macarthur36@hotmail.com

MOUNT SAINT HELENS: 	
Director: Joe Orchard 		  P.O. Box 241 • Woodland, WA 98674-0301 	 503-913-9180	 josephorchard@gmail.com
NISQUALLY: 	
Director: Rose Calvin		  3839 89th Ave SE • Olympia, WA 98501	 253-222-4975	 rosecalvin@msn.com
NORTHEAST: 	
Director: Doug Stewart		  P.O. Box 3094 • Deer Park, WA 99006 	 951-264-6283	 director@nebchw.org
OAKLAND BAY: 	
Director: Linda Mabey		  61 SE Craddick Rd • Shelton, WA 98584	 360-490-3075	 mabeylinda@gmail.com	
OKANOGAN VALLEY: 	
Director: Mary McHugh	  P.O. Box 812 • Tonasket, WA 98855 	 509-449-0714	 marymchugh19@outlook.com
OLYMPIC: 	
Director: Rob Centeno		  5390 NE Elfendahl Pass Rd • Belfair, WA 98528  	 360-830-0345	 centenorob@gmail.com	
PENINSULA: 	
Director: Jeff Chapman		  P.O. Box 451 • Carlsborg, WA 98324 	 360-301-9156 	 bbbranch@olympus.net
PIERCE COUNTY: 	
Director: Louise Caywood 	 17310 Longmire Rd SE • Yelm, WA 98597	 253-732-8105	 saddledupw@aol.com
PURPLE SAGE RIDERS: 	
Director: Heather Moorman	 219911 E Perkins Rd • Kennewick, WA 99337	 509-947-7792	 bchwmembership@gmail.com
RATTLESNAKE RIDGE RIDERS: 	
Director: Danny Chappel 	 P.O. Box 63 • Benton City, WA 99320 	 509-947-5824	 chapchar05@bentonrea.com
SCATTER CREEK RIDERS: 	
Director: Cheryl Westby 	 14749 Tilley Rd • Tenino, WA 98589 	 360-239-0205	 cherylw2@comcast.net
SKAGIT: 		
Director: Joe Remenar		  P.O. Box 188 • Sedro Woolley, WA 98284	 360-778-9848	 j.remenar@gmail.com
TAHOMA: 	
Director: Becca Morgan		 P.O. Box 365 • Ravensdale, WA 98051	 253-732-5931	 littlebeemorgan@gmail.com
TRAIL DUSTERS: 			    
Director: Kevin Ellison		  12503 67th Ave NE • Arlington, WA 98223-6219	 216-533-1804	 kjmellison@gmail.com	
WENAS VALLEY:	
Director: Jim Breeze		  191 Alfalfa Rd • Selah, WA 98942  	 509-840-3367	 76redhorse@gmail.com	
WENATCHEE VALLEY: 	
Director: Mike Walcker		  4330 Eels Rd • Cashmere, WA 98815	 509-670-6038 	 empirebuilder747@gmail.com
WHATCOM COUNTY: 	
Director: Andy McLeod		 P.O. Box 28607 • Bellingham, WA 98228	 360-595-2744	 grawolf49@gmail.com
WHIDBEY ISLAND TRAIL RIDERS: 	
Director: Paula Keohane	 2765 Nutmeg Road, Oak Harbor, WA 98277		   	 cohocoal@frontier.com
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Tax Deduction

Please be informed that membership dues, paid at the state as well as the chap-
ter level, are tax deductible for the calendar year and subsequent years. De-
duct your dues as a charitable contribution under authority of IRC Section 

170 (assuming the person paying the membership dues itemizes their deductions 
when computing their federal net taxable income) or as a business deduction under 
authority of IRC Section 162 (assuming the person paying the membership dues 
has a “trade or business” and the payment of the membership dues is directly re-
lated to this “trade or business”). When making a donation, ask for a receipt.
	 Your volunteer mileage is also deductible. Make copies of your volunteer 
hours logs with mileage for your taxes. 

Back Country Horsemen of Washington expresses its gratitude to those who contribute to 
BCHW as “Lifetime,” “Contributing,” “Sustaining,” and “Patron” members. 

The Optional Membership Program is available to all members for renewal or new membership. Members in this program pay only the optional 
membership fee, which includes the Family or Single Membership. The optional membership information on this page is provided by the 
BCHW Membership Committee. If you have any corrections or questions, please e-mail membership@bchw.org.

Lifetime Members
Mitch Baird............................................... IND
Scott Bauer................................................CHC
Amanda Biles...........................................TAH
Penelope Booker....................................... IND
Karen Briskey........................................... PCC
Caleb Canby.............................................MVC
Tawney Carrier..........................................PSR
Janis Collett.............................................. PCC
Steven & Carol Crapson...........................CCR
Missy Day.................................................TAH
David Jackson............................................PSR
Kris Lenke................................................BHR
Lori Lennox............................................. GHC
Kim Merrick............................................. NSC
Heather Moorman......................................PSR
Dan Nelson...............................................CCR
Jason Ridlon.............................................. IND
Kathy Russo.............................................. IND
Samantha Sandford.................................. MSH
John Scherrer............................................CHC
Dave Seibel..............................................MOC
Bob Shonka............................................... IND
Teri Starke................................................. IND
Cathy Upper.............................................MVC
Barbara Woo.............................................CHC
Pat Wyers.................................................MAC
2026 Benefactor Level
None
2026 Patron Level
Greg Johnston & Catherine Johnson....... GHC
Edris Kenan..............................................TAH
Mike & Chris McGlenn...........................WCC
Dale Merten..............................................LCC
Drew & Rachel Scott................................CCR
Bob Showalter...........................................RRR
Brenda & Greg Wiebe.............................MAC
Nancy Wiest.............................................. PCC
Bonnie Witrak...........................................TAH

Name 	 Chapter
2026 Sustaining Level
Sheila & Bud Blakely...............................NEC
Sherry Brown............................................ SCR
Ron & Marty Celestres.............................TAH
Danny & Jeanie Chappel..........................RRR
Leslie Coey & Curt Fuller........................ IND
Kathy & Bob Cole................................... MSH
Patrick Dolan........................................... MSH
Sherrie Elliott............................................NEC
Bruce & Kathy Foreman...........................NEC
Robert Gish & Gloria Dennison...............NEC
Karl Kaiyala & Kathy Rafferty...............MVC
Mary Kane................................................TAH
Lorraine Karmen......................................CHC
Bill  Kehner .............................................. IND
Jennifer & Terry Maestas........................ GHC
Mary McIntyre-Lee.................................. IND
Jeanette O’Keefe......................................MVC
Mary & Dennis Owens............................ GHC
Kathleen  Parshall.....................................TAH
Gary & Janis Pegg................................... MSH
Joann Reider.............................................TAH
Heather Spencer........................................ PNC
Darrell Wallace.........................................NEC
Bob & Lyris Wooldridge.........................MAC
JoAnn Yost............................................... GHC
2026 Contributing Level
Earl & Dorothy Aalseth............................CHC
Jim & Terri Anderson.............................. MSH
Gene Brent................................................TAH
Ken & Patti Carmichael............................NEC
Jan & Jim  Craghead.................................CCR
Sue and Greg Duffy..................................RRR
Ken & Pam Evans....................................MAC
Kerry & Gary Graves...............................CHC
Bruce & Gigi Hiebert...............................TAH
Judith & Bob Hoyle..................................BHR
Robert Humes........................................... PCC

Name 	 Chapter

Ken Wilcox BCHW

In-Memoriam
BettyRae Shonka

Carol Wilcox
Doc Wesselius

Jim Murphy
Laarin Lee Barber
Marianne Finrow

Teunis Wyers
Trygve Culp

Ruby Irving-Hewey..................................MTA
Michele & Lee McGehee........................ GHC
Daren Moorman.........................................PSR
Kris Moran............................................... GHC
Charles Morgan....................................... GHC
Sheila Richards.........................................NEC
Leonard & Kathy Rolph..........................MAC
David Smith DVM....................................TAH
Michael Torok..........................................MVC
Joan & Ben Wildman............................... PNC

A Gift To Honor or
In Remembrance 

Donate in memory of a friend, family, or 
loved one. To make a donation in their 

name to BCHW, please contact Teri Starke, 
BCHW Treasurer, at: 253.709.5052 or

tstrk21@msn.com.

Name 	 Chapter
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BCHW Mission Statement 
BCHW is affiliated with Back Country Horsemen of 
America (hereinafter “BCHA”) and therefore adopts the 
BCHA mission statement as follows: The mission of this 
organization shall be:

•	 To perpetuate the common-sense use and enjoyment of 
horses in America’s back country and wilderness.

•	 To work to ensure that public lands remain open to recre-
ational stock use.

•	 To assist the various governmental and private agencies in 
their maintenance and management of said resource.

•	 To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the 
wise use of the back country resource by horsemen and the 
general public commensurate with our heritage.

•	 To foster and encourage the formation of new chapters in 
the state organization.

Rendezvous 2026 Recap and Looking 
Forward to Rendezvous 2027
By Teri Starke, BCHW Treasurer

TThank you to all the volunteers whose efforts made Rendez-
vous 2026 such a success. It was a wonderful weekend spent 
with members, vendors, and prospective members, and I 

was impressed by the strong attendance at the events I visited.
	 If you joined the Friday night line dancing and lessons, you 
were not alone — the Armory was packed. Because of the strong 
turnout, the Friday night lessons will move to the Teanaway 
Building in 2027. If you would like to learn some steps before 
Rendezvous, Moonshine Line Dancing has a YouTube channel 
that teaches many of the same dances, so you can practice in ad-
vance.
	 We hope to finalize the full schedule by February 1, 2027, so 
we can advertise it properly without making multiple revisions. If 
you would like to teach a class, demonstrate a skill, or share one 

of your trail hacks, please contact me to schedule your time and 
discuss any requirements.
	 We are also reviewing the future of the Used Tack Sale. The 
number of consigners has declined each year, and the sale requires 
a great deal of work. Is the Used Tack Sale something that brings 
you to Rendezvous? What would you like to see offered that is not 
available now? Please email me at tstrk21@msn.com and let me 
know what Rendezvous is missing.
	 We are always looking for volunteers. We hope to identify 
the specific help needed for Rendezvous 2027 by the June Board 
of Directors meeting so we can begin recruiting volunteers early. 
Please get in touch with your ideas and let us know how you can 
help make Rendezvous a success.  



     The Trailhead News

May/June 2026Trail Work

4

On one of the few sunny days in March, BCHW members, 
DNR staff, family, and friends gathered once again for 
the Great Gravel Haul-In. This had once been an annual 

event organized for many years by Ed Haefliger and other long-
time packers who brought their pack stock to Capitol State Forest 
to haul gravel in and improve trails. Sadly, Ed passed away in De-
cember 2025, but he was the inspiration behind bringing back the 
event that showcased the capabilities of pack stock and brought 
recreation enthusiasts and DNR land managers together for a day 
of cooperation and camaraderie.
	 Although the initial idea was to have a small “mini gravel 
haul-in,” the equine community’s response to the idea was over-
whelming — in a good way! It was more challenging than ex-
pected to find experienced packers willing and able to participate. 
Some people were willing and had the stock, but lacked experi-
ence or pack gear. As a result, we had to locate pack saddles and 

also find bags suitable for hauling gravel. But folks really came 
through to make this event happen!
	 Pack saddles were dusted off, oiled up, and loaned out to 
those who had the stock. Lewis and Pierce County chapters loaned 
us gravel bags. People who had participated in past Great Gravel 
Haul-Ins shared their knowledge and experience on how to load 
gravel onto stock and manage the flow of animals and ground 
crews. By the time the work party date arrived, there were seven 
pack teams outfitted with gravel-hauling gear, practiced and ready 
to go — five of which had never packed their animals before!
	 Others also stepped forward to help with different aspects 
of the event. Sally Wilson and Jack Gillette, who had worked 
with Ed at past gravel hauls, brought soup and stew. Other folks 

Great Gravel Haul-In Revived –
March 22, 2026!

continued on page  5
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cooked and donated dishes as well. Nisqually Chapter brought out 
and set up their trailer, which is outfitted with cook stoves, a gen-
erator, and other supplies needed for feeding large groups. Scatter 
Creek Chapter managed the ever-necessary paperwork. Thurston 
County Equine Outreach supplied radios for communication be-
tween base camp and the work sites.
	 Goals for the day were to improve muddy areas on trails, 
see pack stock in action, and honor Ed Haefliger for a lifetime of 
commitment to ensuring stock have a place on public lands. At 
the end of the day, drains were cleared and muddy spots repaired 

along 1.3 miles of the Campground Trail. An estimated 3.5 tons of 
gravel were hauled by horses and mules, and more than 40 people 
turned out to participate.
	 There was plenty of much-appreciated hot food for the vol-
unteers after the work was done, and there was a genuine feeling 
of accomplishment and camaraderie.
	 Thank you to Capitol Riders for sponsoring the event, and 
to all BCHW chapters, DNR, and each and every individual who 
helped in ways both big and small to make this day a success!  

Great Gravel Haul-In Revived
continued from page 4 



     The Trailhead News

May/June 2026BCHW Awards

6

LIFETIME
ACHIEVEMENT 

Congratulations to the 2025    BCHW Awards Recipients

Kim Merrick Danny & Jeanie Chappel,
Rattlesnake Ridge Riders

Jill Breeze, Wenas Valley

Amber Palmer, Ferry County Cathy Dye, Pierce County

A
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S BY JIM
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O
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E

Barb Thomas, Mt St Helens

PRESIDENT’S DIAMOND 
AWARD 

Jim Breeze, Wenas Valley

BACKBONE

Pat Cosner, Buckhorn Range

CAMP COOK

Carleen Roberson, Ferry Co.

CINCH AWARD
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Congratulations to the 2025    BCHW Awards Recipients

Sue Davis, Capitol RidersMike & Robbie Schuette, Ellensburg Valley

Mary Owens, Grays Harbor

A
LL
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Mike Brady, Ellensburg Valley

Barb Penniston, Ellensburg Valley Elizabeth Osborn, Wenas Valley

DESK JOCKEY

LOPPER AWARD

TRAIL WARRIOR

DeAnn St Clair & Jerry Fulbright, Grays HarborRyan Heacock & Colette Cloutier, Whatcom Co. Cynthis McLain, Ferry Co.
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Sponsorship
Level Benefits

Spur
$500

• Business card-size listing in all 6 editions of our Trailhead News
• Your banner displayed at our statewide events

Bridle
$1000

• Quarter-page listing in our 6 editions of The Trailhead News
• Your banner displayed at our statewide events.
• Booth at our statewide events (if desired)

Saddle
$5000

• Half-page listing in all 6 editions of The Trailhead News
• Your banner displayed at our statewide events.
• Booth at our statewide events (if desired)
• Posts on BCHW Facebook page
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Saddle Sponsorship Level1/2 Page

Bridle
Sponsorship

Level
1/4 Page

SpurSponsorshipLevelBusiness card

We are now offering annual sponsorships!

Sponsorship Levels will be for a calendar year and include 
the benefits listed below.

All levels of sponsors will be listed on the Sponsors’ page of 
our website.
•	 Back Country Horsemen of Washington Facebook 

page has 8.6K Followers

BCHW Sponsorships Program
•	 The Trailhead News publication goes to  

2100+ members

•	 Rendezvous  
Three-day event  
gathers 400+  
members and  
100+ public  
attendance

Contact president@bchw.org for more information

BCHW Membership Announcement

BCHW memberships expired on December 31, 2025 and the renewal season starts on October 1st. Please go to BCHW.
org and click on the Membership tab to join or renew. If you have any questions, issues or concerns, please don’t hesitate 
to contact me, Dana Chambers, at membership.bchw@gmail.com or call 206-498-6952. I’m here for you!

PRICING FOR OUR SINGLE AND FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS ARE INCREASING.
In Addition To Chapter Dues

	 Single.....................................................................................................$45.00
	 Family.....................................................................................................$60.00
	 Contributing .......................................................................................... $75.00
	 Sustaining ............................................................................................ $125.00
	 Patron ..................................................................................................$250.00
	 Benefactor ...........................................................................................$500.00
	 Lifetime (Single) ................................................................................$1,200.00
	 Lifetime (Family of 2) ....................................................................... $2,000.00
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Permanent or Temporary
Address Change Form

Name:______________________________________________________________________________________

Current Address:_ _____________________________________________________________________________

New Address:_ _______________________________________________________________________________

Temporary Address for Snow Birds:________________________________________________________________

Start date:_ _____________________________________ Return Date:_ __________________________________

Mail to: Dana Chambers, State Membership Chair, 11404 210th Ave Ct E, Bonney Lake, WA 98391
Email to: membership.bchw@gmail.com

Please clip out and mail! !

By Chuck Regimbal, BCHW Safety Officer

Trail etiquette is a safety topic.

Trail etiquette is an understood but not well published sub-
ject.  What one considers rude another considers routine.  
Even so, as the BCHW safety officer, there are a few things 

I wish to say about trail etiquette.
	 When riding alone, you do not have an immediate influence 
over anyone else or their horses.  But you are still training your 
horse for certain habits that will affect others when in a group.  
	 When you are in a group, and going single file down a trail, 
you very much have an influence over others and their horses.
	 The lead horse sets the mood and pace for the whole line.  
The leader should look back often to see if the following horses 
are lagging behind or are fussing.  Setting an irregular pace, like 
trotting up a hill to then return to a walk causes the following 
horses to accordian the line.  A few times doing this and most fol-
lowing horses will become upset.  This applies to the lead horse 
as well as any other horse in line.  Keep a constant pace. 
	 When you are out alone, you are also NOT conditioning your 
horse to accept any position in the line.  You will eventually find 
yourself riding with others, a most enjoyable setting.  But there 
are dynamics at play here.  The horses develop a pecking order, 
especially with unfamiliar horses.

Here are a few suggestions,

	 It takes a bit of patience, but when getting into line to head 
down the trail figure out the best arrangement of horses.  Pasture 
mates may not want any separation.
	 Your horse cannot always be the lead horse so prepare your 
horse to fall into line, not in the lead.
	 If a person is having trouble with a fidgety horse, stop the 
whole line in a safe place and let them settle their horse down, to 
figure out what the problem is.  Do not just continue on.
	 Do not let your horse get in the habit of running up the hill.  
It is OK to do that when you permit it.  But in line, a horse that 
habitually runs up a hill without the riders consent, will cause 
problems for others who are restraining their own horse.
	 Eventually somewhere along the trail, riders will want to pass 
other riders.  That is OK, but do it with the slower rider’s consent, 
and in a safe place.  The lead horse person should be keeping track 
of all horses in the line.
	 If you are organizing a ride, question the participants and try 
to group faster horses together and slower horses in a separate 
group. Wear a helmet!  

From Backcountry Horsemen of Washington 
(BCHW) Safety Officer



Be sure to: • Contact the ride host to check for updates on the event. 	 • Check to see if dogs are welcome.

FREE Listing on BCHW Chapter Events Calendar

Note: The BCHW Trailhead News represents as many events as possible; however, it makes no guarantees an event will be published. The calendar of 
events is subject to change. Please check with ride contact for most updated information. Please send calendar corrections to: thn@bchw.org.

Grays Harbor Fund Ride
	 Saturday, June 20, 2026
	 Shafer Grade in Matlock
	 8:00 am-5:00 pm
	 Long and short routes. Child and novice rider friendly.  

Food available for purchase.  Prizes and raffle offered.  
Please no stallions or dogs on the trail.

	 Contact Beth Brenshaw 360-581-6535

2nd QTR BCHW Board of Directors’ Meeting
	 Saturday, June 20, 2026
	 9:00 am, Armory
	 Kittitas Valley Event Center
	 901 E 7th Ave, Ellensburg, WA
	 president@bchw.org

Olympic Peninsula Packing Clinic – Intro to Pleasure Packing
	 Friday-Saturday, June 26-28, 2026
	 Sage Horse Camp: 2514 Chicken Coop Rd
	 Sequim, WA
	 Includes: 2-day packing clinic, 2 night horse camping, 

& Dutch Oven dinner- -Tickets $120.00
	 Contact Nicole Witham: 
	 425-218-3608 • witham.nicole@gmail.com

Free Entrance Days in the
National Parks

Example
Your Chapter Ride or Event Must Be Open To All 
BCHW Members To Have A FREE Listing 
Lines in the listing have a  
maximum character count of 32, includ-
ing spaces. Please keep this in mind. 
Please submit the following information with your 
event listing to thn@bchw.org.

Chapter Name______________________________
Name of Ride_______________________________
Date______________________________________
First Rider Out_______________________________
Location___________________________________
Register_ __________________________________
Lunch_____________________________________
Name of Pass Required (if needed)_______________
Weed-Seed-Free Feed Required_________________
Camping (if available) _____________________
Cost to Member_____________________________
Cost to Non-member_________________________
Contact Name______________________________
Phone_____________________________________
Email_ ____________________________________
Website___________________________________

Mount Adams Scavenger Hunt Ride
	 Saturday, June 27, 2026
	 Glenwood Rodeo Grounds: 65 Trout Lake Hwy  

Glenwood, WA 98619
	 8:00 am-Check-in - ride starts: 9:00 am
	 Prizes and silent auction
	 Register before 2/22: $25 Adult, $15 youth
	 message on FB or email: mountadamsbchw@gmail.com

Mt. St. Helens Chapter Fun Ride
	 Saturday, July 18, 2026
	 Kalama Horse Camp
	 Contact: brianjan55@gmail.com

Peninsula Chapter Olympic Spirit Prize Ride
	 Saturday, September 12, 2026
	 Time out of first Rider: 9:30 am
	 Sage Horse Camp
	 2514 Chicken Coop Rd, Sequim, WA
	 Register by Date: September 4, 2026
 	 Cost: $30.00
	 Cost of BBQ dinner: $20.00
	 Cost of camping: $25.00/night
	 Email: peninsulabchwchapter@gmail.com
	 Chapter website: www.pbchw.org

June 14: Flag Day/President Trump’s birthday
July 3–5: Independence Day weekend
August 25: 110th Birthday of the National Park Service
September 17: Constitution Day
October 27: Theodore Roosevelt’s birthday
November 11: Veterans Day

ATTENTION!

Cover Photos can be sent anytime, 8x10 Vertical 
orientation is best (300 dpi).

You can send articles, photos and 
calendar of events early!

Content Deadline for the July/August 2026 
Digital Newsletter is June 1, 2026

Please email your articles (700 word maximum) and 3 or 4 photos with  
caption and photo byline to thn@bchw.org as soon as possible.

Tahoma Chapter 36th Annual Prize Ride
	 Saturday, September 12, 2026
	 Time out of first Rider: 8:00 am
	 25258 Landsburg Rd SE, Ravensdale, WA
	 Cost: $25.00 - includes lunch and 5 raffle tickets
	 Leashed dogs, No Stallions, No Smoking, No Alcohol
	 Chapter website: www.tahomabchw.org	


