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Disclaimer
Articles which appear in The Trailhead News (THN) 
do not necessarily reflect the position, opinion or 
endorsement of Back Country Horsemen of Washing-
ton (BCHW), its officers, committee chairs, staff or 
Washington Media Services, Inc. (WMS). BCHW and 
WMS are not responsible for the accuracy of all material 
and advertisements. Appearance of an advertisement 
in the THN does not constitute a recommendation or 
endorsement by BCHW of goods or services offered 
therein. Prices subject to change without warning. 
BCHW, WMS and its management shall not be held 
responsible for any typing errors or omissions other 
than a correction in the next available issue. The THN 
shall not be reproduced in any form or manner without 
prior written agreement. This includes reproduction of 
articles, photos, and the BCHW logo. 
As a 501(c)(3) organization, the Back Country Horsemen of 
Washington has enacted the following policy: Back Country 
Horsemen of Washington does not endorse or oppose any 
political candidate, donate or contribute to any political 
candidate’s campaign, participate or engage in political fund 
raising events, distribute statements for or against particular 
political candidates, nor engage in any other activity that 
may constitute favoring or opposing a political candidate. 
The forgoing applies to the official position of BCHW, it 
does not restrict or discourage individual members from 
representing themselves in support of a candidate.

The Trailhead News is the official publication of 
Back Country Horsemen of Washington (BCHW). 

The Trailhead News is published bimonthly by Back Country 
Horsemen of Washington, PO Box 1132, Ellensburg, 
WA 98926-1132. Annual membership dues include a 
subscription to The Trailhead News.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: The Trailhead 
News, PO Box 1132, Ellensburg, WA 98926-1132.  
© 2010 Back Country Horsemen of Washington.

Editorial: Maximum word count for articles is 700 
plus two (2) photos as space is limited. Photos 
must be accompanied by the location, name(s) of 
person(s) in photo and the name of the photographer. 

Please submit to: bchw@wamedia.com or mail to:
PO Box 7184  •  Olympia, WA 98507  •  360.754.4543 
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Trygve Culp, an outstanding advocate for backcountry trails 
and a resident of Okanogan County, passed away December 
6th, 2017.  After military service as an Army officer dur-

ing the Vietnam Era, he worked for the Forest 
Service as a forester for over 20 years, then 
managed a two-county portion of the Pacific 
Northwest Scenic Trail.
	 He was active in the Back Country 
Horsemen of Washington, serving as Presi-
dent in 2014-2015, and providing leadership 
on its Board of Directors for many years.  An 
expert sawyer with crosscut and chainsaw, 
he was instrumental in designing BCHW’s 
original sawyer self-certification agreement 
with the Forest Service, and urged every-
one to maintain trails as our legacy.  He was 
similarly influential on the Board of the Back 
Country Horsemen of America, serving as 
Alternate Director and Director.
	 Trygve also served as Associate Direc-
tor on the WOGA Board, and worked on the 
Ride to Rendezvous camp crew for many 
years.  He also recruited others to work on 
the Ride to Rendezvous, and enjoyed greeting 
old friends and new on the ride.
	 Trygve had a special affinity for the Pasayten Wilderness, 
where his father had worked before him, and introduced several 
friends to pack trips into Horseshoe Basin.  He was a frequent 
instructor at pack clinics, teaching greenhorns to pack safely and 
practice Leave No Trace.

~ Darrell Wallace

“In 2003 or thereabouts, Trygve was working for the PNTA 
in Colville for about a year. In his spare time he laid out a 
large expansion to the trail system in Pend Oreille County 

Park – which he helped Northeast Chapter to build, which North-

east maintains it to this day.  Trygve and I talked long hours about 
what we hoped BCHW would become, and we eventually got 
most of it done.  He really cared about BCHW, and took action on 

almost everything.
~Past-president Bob Gish:

I first met Trygve when we moved to the 
Okanogan over 12 years ago.  Since then 
we shared many experiences ranging from 

hunting, packing, trail riding, construction, 
repair, and recreational riding, to testifying 
before the Okanogan County Commissioners 
in favor of increased equine recreation oppor-
tunities.  Trygve, along with Dave Swanberg 
and others was a major force behind building 
the Whistler Canyon Trailhead and the new 
portion of that trail up through the broken 
cliffs to meet up with an existing abandoned 
roadbed to form approximately 13 miles of 
the Pacific NW National Scenic Trail.  Trygve 
touched countless lives both within BCHW 
and in the general community.

~Dave Sunde

“Trygve Culp was my friend and companion on many trail 
rides and pack trips.  He knew more about back coun-
try travel and survival than anyone I ever knew.  His 

knowledge of horses and how to handle them safely and humanely 
was unsurpassed.  He was always willing to share his knowledge 
of packing and back country horse travel with those of us who 
were not as experienced and knowledgeable as he was.  Having 
retired from the U.S. Forest Service, he had a broad knowledge of 
roads and trails and the maintenance and repair of them.  Many 
of the trails open and usable by horse traffic in the Okanogan Na-

Trygve Culp Remembered

continued on page 2
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tional Forest, including the Pasayten Wilderness, are a result of 
his advocacy for stock use as well as multiple use of public land 
including roads and trails.  He spent many, many volunteer hours 
maintaining trails on Forest Service, WDNR and WDFW lands so 
they would be open and usable by pack and saddle stock and other 
users. As manager of the Pacific Northwest Trail Association trails 
in the Okanogan and Colville National Forests, he spent many 
summer months supervising crews repairing and improving PNTA 
trails in the Loomis Forest as well as the Okanogan and Colville 
National Forests.
	 “Trygve was also an Army veteran who served the country 
honorably for twelve years as an Infantry Officer and Ordinance 
Officer.  Having served in assignments in the Continental U.S. and 
overseas, he was a staunch advocate of military servicemen and 
women everywhere.   He was also the proud father of a son who 
was a career Army Officer. “
	 It would take a book to list all the accomplishments of Trygve 
Culp.  His vast and varied knowledge of the outdoors and specifically 
forestry, fire, and the local history, and geology was unsurpassed.  I 
consider him one of my best friends and will miss him greatly.  As 
one Norwegian to another, let me leave you with one of my dad’s 
favorite sayings: “A thousand words will not leave so deep an impres-
sion as one deed.”  Trygve’s deeds are too many to number.

~ Tom Windsor, 
a former officer in the Okanogan Valley Chapter 

“With so much sorrow, Okanogan Valley Chapter 
is mourning the loss of Trygve Culp.  He passed 
away from cancer on December 6th after a most 

valiant fight met with optimism and an always sunny outlook.  As 
a lifelong resident of Okanogan County, avid hunter and outdoors-
man, trail scholar extraordinaire and all around good guy, this loss 
will be felt well beyond his service to Back Country Horsemen. 
	 Along with his primary membership in Okanogan Valley 
Chapter, he belonged to Ferry Co. Chapter and up until a conflict 
with meeting dates, Methow Chapter.  He was as dedicated to sup-
porting these chapters as he was to Okanogan.  
	 His experience in the backcountry date back to things he 
learned at his father’s knee and a career with the Forest Service 
here at the Tonasket Ranger District.  He also worked for several 
years for the Pacific National Trail Association and was respon-
sible for many of the improvements we enjoy on the trails we use 
today.  
	 No one person would be capable of itemizing his accomplish-
ments but this we know.  Over his lifetime, Trygve served as presi-
dent, secretary, treasurer and newsletter editor, trail boss, work 
party boss and director for Okanogan Chapter.  If he was not an 
officer, he was an instigator and whole-hearted participant in all 
the Okanogan Chapter ventures.  Our chapter prospered during his 
time with us.  And if you just needed assistance, he was there to 
help too.”

~ Peggy Swanberg,
another leader in the Okanogan Valley Chapter

“The Ferry County Chapter was lucky to have had Trygve 
Culp in our Chapter for a number of years. We were 
always pleased when he gave us his time to come and 

demonstrate packing techniques at our Clinics.  We were fortunate 
to have him come with his years of packing experience. He would 
often recall some of his humorous stories of wrecks and how you 
can learn safer and easier ways to pack a horse.  With his talent and 
his amusing personality, he would encourage each one who came to 
try their hand at knot tying and mantying a load.
	 Trygve was always ready to help us on trails and encouraged 
our chapter to keep trails open.  Just a few of the trails he worked 
on in the Colville Forest were: Granite Creek, Nick’s Loop, and 
Edd’s Mountain.  He organized a VIP ride on our Maple Mountain 
Trail that took us over Granite Creek and up Maple Mountain in the 
Colville to Sweat Creek in the Okanogan Forest.  
	 Trygve was always ready for a ride into the back country.  I know 
he enjoyed the solitude. In 2008 the US Forest Service asked us to 
pack in firewood to the Snow Peak Cabin.  It did not take much to 
convince Trygve that a ride in the mountains and a stay at the Snow 
peak cabin would be a real treat.   After a grueling day of loading 
wood in the soft packs on our pack horses and walking them to the 
cabin that day, we relaxed on the porch and saw a bear crossing the 
hill side. That evening he cooked up his famous Spicy Hot Dutch 
Oven Casserole.  He said, ‘If you don’t eat it tonight you’ll have it for 
breakfast.’  Trygve Culp, you will be greatly missed in Ferry County; 
and we’ll always remember riding up the trail with you.”

~ Lu Young Ferry, County Chapter

“Well Folks, up in the Okanogan…” - I could never 
grow tired of hearing that from Trygve Culp. As a 
new director on the BCHW board, my first experi-

ence with Trygve Culp was at a saw training course at Rendezvous. 
Trygve was the BCHW trainer, and I knew when I left his class this 
was the kind of organization I wanted to belong to, and from that 
point on, Trygve and I grew in our friendship. Out of an organiza-
tion with 2000+ members, I was always humbled that I was fortu-
nate enough to share trail time with Trygve and even ride his mule 
Harley into Horseshoe Basin in the Eastern Pasayten Wilderness. I 
enjoyed teasing Trygve that I would always be willing to take his 
rank old mule and ride the rough out of him so he could handle him. 
Trygve would always answer that he would give me a dollar for my 
mule Bill. Trygve’s mule now lives with us and is part of our family.  
Words could not express how much I appreciated Trygve’s time and 
friendship.  Rest in peace my friend.

~ Jason Ridlon

Trygve Culp Remembered
continued from page 1

~ In lieu of flowers, the family asks that you make donations to BCHW ~
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BCHW Chapter Locations & Directors

Chapter Directors: This list is taken from the 
BCHW Directory located online at bchw.org.

BUCKHORN RANGE: 	
Director: Jeff Chapman 	 P.O. Box 845 • Chimacum, WA 98325	 360-385-6364	 bbbranch@olympus.net
CAPITOL RIDERS: 	
Director: Deb Hall 	 4809 24th Ave SE • Lacey, WA 98503	 360-459-4137	 hallsmith@comcast.net
CASCADE HORSE CLUB: 	
Director: Scott Lee	 P.O. Box 1359 • Lake Stevens, WA 98258	 360-481-3066	 scottlee@fairpoint.net
CRAB CREEK RIDERS: 	
Director: Ray Gabert 	 P.O. Box 519 • Moses Lake, WA 98837 	 509-989-0900	 ray.gabert@hotmail.com
FERRY COUNTY: 	
Director: George Young	 P.O. Box 1124 • Republic, WA 99166 	 509-775-9998	 rockyridge@rcabletv.com
GRAYS HARBOR: 	
Director: Lori Lennox 		  295 Powers Ck Rd • Elma, WA 98541 	 360-482-2742	 llennox82@gmail.com
INDEPENDENTS			 
Director: Jason Ridlon		 2133 Thorp Cemetery Rd., Thorp Wa 98946	 509-964-9260	 jhridlon@fairpoint.net
INLAND EMPIRE: 				  
Director: Rod Hubner	 P.O. Box 14371  • Spokane, WA 99214	 509-595-8100	
ISLAND: 	  
Director: Sally Garratt	 420 Stillmeadow Rd • Coupeville, WA 98239 	 206-914-1482	 sallygarratt@gmail.com
LEWIS COUNTY: 	
Director: Jim Thode	 1673 S Market Blvd #88 • Chehalis, WA 98532 	 360-978-5336	 jim@jimthode.net
METHOW VALLEY: 	
Director: Mary Pat Bauman	 P.O. Box 902 • Twisp, WA 98856 	 206-595-5844	 mpbauman124@gmail.com
MOUNT ADAMS: 	
Director: Teunis Wyers 	 P.O. Box 1835 • White Salmon, WA 98672 	 541-490-2221	 teunisjw@gmail.com
MT. OLYMPUS: 	
Director: Dave Seibel	 207 Mtn Valley Ln •  Port Angeles, WA 98363	 360-640-9472	 daveseibel@sbcglobal.net
MOUNT SAINT HELENS: 	
Director: Jim Anderson 	 P.O. Box 418 • Brush Prairie, WA 98606 	 360-835-5719	 muleman1951@gmail.com
NISQUALLY: 	
Director: Kim Merrick	 P.O. Box 652 • Yelm, WA 98597 	 253-261-6288	 eloise55@gmail.com
NORTHEAST: 	
Director: Doug Stewart	 P.O. Box 3094 • Deer Park, WA 99006 	 951-264-6283	 dougstewart55@gmail.com
OAKLAND BAY: 	
Director: Chris Enrico	 61 SE Craddick Rd • Shelton, WA 98584-9236	 360-459-4759	 cenrico@comcast.net	
OKANOGAN VALLEY: 	
Director: Ted Sharr 	 P.O. Box 812 • Tonasket, WA 98855 	 509-699-8014	 teddy_share@yahoo.com
OLYMPIC: 	
Director: Chuck Regimbal	 P.O. Box 250 • Belfair, WA 98528   	 360-871-5295	 cnbregimbal@q.com	
PENINSULA: 	
Director: Don Gondor 	 P.O. Box 1931 • Port Angeles, WA 98362 	 360-457-6618 	 d3gond3@hotmail.com
PIERCE COUNTY: 	
Director: Louise Caywood 	 21804 Mountain Hwy., #52 • Spanaway, WA 98387	 253-732-8105	 saddleupw@aol.com
PONDEROSA: 	
Director: Ken Carmichael	 P.O. Box 1184 • Airway Heights, WA 99001	 509-466-2225	 kcarmichael2225@gmail.com	
PURPLE SAGE RIDERS: 	
Director: Dave Jackson	 1783 Jericho Rd • Richland, WA 99352	 509-627-5834	 bchwdave@dslextreme.com
RATTLESNAKE RIDGE RIDERS: 	
Director: Danny D. Chappel 	 P.O. Box 63 • Benton City, WA 99320 	 509-588-4342 	 chapchar05@bentonrea.com
SCATTER CREEK RIDERS: 	
Director: Jeff Sprehn 	 P.O. Box 1016 • Rochester, WA 98579 	 360-528-7743	 sprehnacres@outlook.com
SKAGIT: 		
Director: Rob DeBoer	 P.O. Box 188 • Sedro Woolley, WA 98284	 360-770-5082	 wranglerobb101@gmail.com
TAHOMA: 	
Director: Missy Day	 P.O. Box 365 • Ravensdale, WA 98051	 425-614-7248	 mssd134@gmail.com		
TRAIL DUSTERS: 			    
Director: Cathy Nelson	 P.O. Box 1014 • Snohomish, WA 98291	 425-231-2148	 tripplenfarm@gmail.com	
WENAS VALLEY:	
Director: Shari Tayar	 P.O. Box 1325 • Selah, WA 98942     	 509-697-4660	 sharitayar@yahoo.com	
WENATCHEE VALLEY: 	
Director: Ken Bailey	 P.O. Box 1402 • Wenatchee, WA 98807	 509-884-5566 	 ken@kbelectricllc.com
WHATCOM COUNTY: 	
Director: Bill McKenna	 P.O. Box 28607 • Bellingham, WA 98228	 360-599-2526 	 wintercreek10@gmail.com
WILLAPA HILLS: 	
Director: Glen Hallberg	 P.O. Box  898 • Raymond, WA  98577	 360-941-3986	 brokenbitfarm@hotmail.com
YAKIMA VALLEY: 			 
Director: Steve Miller 	 P.O. Box 25 • Cowiche, WA 98947 	 509-678-5013 	 millerranch@centurylink.net
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Back Country Horsemen of Washington expresses its gratitude to those who contribute to 
BCHW as “Contributing,” “Sustaining,” and “Patron,” members. 

T he Optional Membership Program is available to all members for renewal or new membership. Members in this program pay only the optional 
membership fee, which includes the Family or Single Membership. The optional membership information on this page is provided by the 
BCHW Membership Committee.  If you have any corrections or questions, please e-mail membership@bchw.org.

Lifetime Members
Mitch Baird................................................ IND
Amanda Biles..............................................NIS
Trygve Culp..............................................OKA
Dave Jackson............................................. PSR
Heather Moorman...................................... PSR
Jim Murphy................................................OLY
Bob Shonka................................................ IND
Teri Starke.................................................. IND
Carol D Wilcox........................................ WEN
Teunis Wyers.............................................MTA
Pat Wyers..................................................MTA

2018 Annual Meeting Head Table
Rick Zeleznik............................................ TAH

2017 Annual Meeting Head Table
Danny Garner............................................YAK

2017 Benefactor Level
Tamara King & Eric Leung....................... TRA
Caleb Canby..............................................MET

2017 Patron Level
Greg Johnston & Cathy Johnson................NIS
Joanne Lacy & Dale Bamford..................... PIE
George Michel........................................... IND
Barbara Woo & Scott Bauer...................... CAS
Patricia Yust.............................................WHA

2017 Sustaining Level
Gene & Connie Baugher...........................MTA
Sandi Berg................................................. CCR
Robert & Sheila Blakely............................. PIE
Garry & Penelope Booker.......................... IND
Ron & Marty Celestres............................. TAH
Danny & Jeanie Chappel.......................... RRR
Leslie Coey................................................ IND
Missy Day................................................. TAH
Patrick Dolan............................................MTS
Jack Duffy & Eileen Kiera.......................WHA
Kevin Ellison............................................MET
Robert & Celeste Eversole........................NOR
Bruce Foreman..........................................NOR
Dawn Graham............................................PEN
Peg Greiwe & Dale Kelley......................... PIE
Mary Kane................................................ TAH
Karapostoles Family.................................. IND
Dorothy & Larry Kehres............................. PIE
Sally & Don Laib........................................ PIE
Fred & Lori Lennox..................................GRA
Ed & Teri Letcher..................................... TAH

Name 	 Chapter Name 	 Chapter

Tax Deduction

P lease be informed that mem-
bership dues, paid at the 
state as well as the chapter 

level, are tax deductible for the 
calendar year and subsequent 
years. Deduct your dues as a chari-
table contribution under author-
ity of IRC Section 170 (assuming 
the person paying the member-
ship dues itemizes their deductions 
when computing their federal net 
taxable income) or as a business 
deduction under authority of IRC 
Section 162 (assuming the person 
paying the membership dues has 
a “trade or business” and the pay-
ment of the membership dues is 
directly related to this “trade or 
business”). When making a dona-
tion, ask for a receipt.
	 Your volunteer mileage is also 
deductible. Make copies of your 
volunteer hours logs with mileage 
for your taxes. 

For Membership Questions and Mailing List Address 
Corrections/Updates…

Please email membership@bchw.org directly!

Name 	 Chapter

A Gift To Honor or
In Remembrance 

Donate in memory of a friend, family, 
or loved one. To make a donation in 
their name to BCHW, please contact 

Teri Starke, BCHW Treasurer, at: 
253.709.5052 or
tstrk21@msn.com.

Gerry Magnuson.......................................BUC
Mary McIntyre Lee.................................... IND
Paul Mellick.............................................. RRR
Kim Merrick.............................................. TAH
Thomas & Kristine Moran........................GRA
Russell & Cynthia Morse......................... WEN
John Myers................................................ RRR
Al & Marcy Norrbom............................... TAH
James & Carol Oakes................................. IND
Mary & Dennis Owens.............................GRA
Joann Reider.............................................. TAH
Kathy Russo............................................... IND
Bob Showalter........................................... RRR
Coco Spurway...........................................NOR
Gene & Mary Sutliff................................. TRA
Darrell Wallace & Kristy Stender.............NOR
Judy & Roy Warnick................................. CCR
Greg & Brenda Wiebe...............................MTA
Joann Yost.................................................GRA

2017 Contributing Level
Earl & Dorothy Aalseth............................ CAS
Jannine Allen & Danny Garner.................YAK
Andy & Debbie Sue Bales........................ TAH
Sandi Berg................................................. CCR
Beverley Bingaman................................... RRR
Gene Brent................................................ TAH
Heather, Fred & Gillian Brown................WHA
Gary & Kathy Collins...............................MTS
Thomas & Sandra Eddy Family................. IND
Ken & Pam Evans.....................................MTS
Marianne & Dave Finrow.......................... IND
David & Ellen Foscue...............................GRA
Jack & Laurie Gillette................................. PIE
Bob Gish...................................................NOR
Paul & Kathy Gjelten................................. IND
Nancy Groff.............................................. RRR
Rhonda Gunnells........................................ IND
Ken & Diane Hasbargen........................... TAH
Butch & Jaime Havens............................... IND
Judith & Bob Hoyle..................................BUC
Ted & Irene Hulbert Family....................... IND
Sharon & Jack Jenson............................... TAH
Regina & David Johnston.........................MET
Tony Karniss.............................................LEW
Nancy & Bob Lee..................................... TAH
Teren & Norman MacLeod.......................BUC
Dave Peterson & Kris Lenke ...................BUC
Gail & David Rase....................................BUC
Marc Reinertson.........................................PEN

Terry Roberts............................................BUC
Len & Kathy Rolph...................................MTA
Joe & Marcia Russell................................. IND
Nancy Rust................................................MTS
Jim Sammons.............................................. PIE
Casey Simonson........................................ TRA
Alyssa Slough........................................... TAH
Gerald & Margaret Throop.......................MTA
Chris Tornow & Matt Shirley.................... IND
Rick & Phoebe Trocano............................. IND
Cathy & Bennet Upper..............................MET
Heidi Weston.............................................MET
Dick Woodfin............................................MTA
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Prez Says

Here We Go Again On 
Another Ride
By Kathy Young, BCHW President

BCHW Mission Statement 
BCHW is affiliated with Back Country Horsemen of America (hereinafter “BCHA”) and there-
fore adopts the BCHA mission statement as follows: The mission of this organization shall be:
•	 To perpetuate the common-sense use and enjoyment of horses in America’s back country 

and wilderness.
•	 To work to insure that public lands remain open to recreational stock use.
•	 To assist the various governmental and private agencies in their maintenance and management of said resource.
•	 To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the wise use of the back country resource by horsemen and the general 

public commensurate with our heritage.
•	 To foster and encourage the formation of new chapters in the state organization.

continued on page 6

I want to thank all of you, the members of BCHW, for the 
support that I have received in the past two years as Pres-
ident of this great organization. I’m in it for another two 

years thanks to all of you. (That’s not spoken with irony…
really) Additionally, Jason Ridlon will replace Dave Sunde as 
Vice President and Bill McKenna will replace Ken Carmi-
chael as BCHA alternate director. 
	 Here’s an Action Alert: Leadership training is sched-
uled for January 20th in Ellensburg. There will be a number 
of classes for chapter officers, and there will be a number of 
classes for other leaders.  You do not need to hold an official 
position to attend this training. It is meant for all members 
who are working toward our mission.  Do you want tips on 
writing a letter to your congressmen, or a testimony in sup-
port or opposition of impending legislation? There will be a 
class for that. I encourage you to attend; there should be some-
thing for everybody. Please check out the Leadership Training 
schedule, and let your director know if you will be attending 
leadership. If you want to eat, we will need an approximate 
headcount for catering.  
	 BCHW and BCHW chapters already have a lot of plans 
in the works for 2018. I’ve been out to visit at a couple of 
Chapter meetings and have seen your calendars. From all I 
can tell it’s going to be a busy year.  There will be challenges 
,of course, our Washington State Capital Budget stall for one. 
The good news is, we will receive partial funding for the RTP 
grant that was submitted for Forest Service Lands. We can get 
started on those projects right away in the spring. 

	 One of the big events will be the BCHW Statewide Work Party. 
This year’s SWWP is planned to take place over 2 different event 
dates.  BCHW will work with the FS staff at the Wenatchee River 
Ranger District on the Black Pine Horse Camp in the Icicle Drainage.  
The area trails and horse camp are in need of work. The first part of 
the SWWP will happen on National Trails Day, June 2nd and will 
clean, brush, repair and install new highline poles in the Black Pine 
Horse Camp. This will be done in anticipation of the SWWP July 21st 
-25th.. The July event will conduct work on several area trails that 
start at the horse camp. Jason Ridlon is looking into partnering with 
FS to hire a youth crew to be a part of this year’s event. My hope is 
to get more member participation with the 2 dates available. Contact 
Jason Ridlon for more info and to sign on.
	 Rendezvous planning is well under way. The Rendezvous poster 
was distributed to the BCHW Directors to post to their local bul-
letin boards. An electronic version will be available on the BCHW 
webpage and Directors, website for email distribution and FaceBook 
events pages. Make your plans to attend, and please invite your non-
BCHW friends and riding partners to join us. 
	 In April, BCHWa will be hosting BCHW’s National Board meet-
ing. This is a BCHA event, but we will have many opportunities to 
help at the meeting and at social events. It will be a chance for our 
BCHW volunteers to share our beautiful state and our warm hospital-
ity. (What’s with the BCHWa? In BCHA speak, Washington is one of 
3 W states, along with Wyoming, and hopefully very soon Wiscon-
sin.) 
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As I write this, we still have an incomplete legislative pro-
cess from 2017 in that no capital budget has been passed 
in Olympia for 2017.   That 2-year budget involves the 

majority of the issues we have been targeting for funding includ-
ing authorization of the grant programs.   Most important to us of 
these grants are the Washington Wildlife and 
Recreation Program (WWRP), the Nonhigh-
way and Off-Road Vehicle Activities Program 
(NOVA), and the Recreational Trails Program 
(RTP).   RTP includes our primary BCHW 
trail maintenance grants.
	 That very late budget is stalling the 2018 
state lands maintenance effort, as well as af-
fecting the US Forest Service which has grant 
projects from NOVA and RTP.  Typically we would be addressing 
the supplemental 1-year augmentation budget in 2018 during a 
short session.  Also in 2018 are the submittals for grants for the 
next 2 year budget, and planning for that involved knowing what 
is proceeding from 2017.   
	 Much of last year’s session was spent by the Legislature try-
ing to come up with a statewide public school funding solution to 
address the McCleary lawsuit.   While they did finally come up 
with a way to generate more funding, the Supreme Court ruled it 
inadequate and wants another billion dollars for schools.
	 Enter BCHW.   Our mission impossible (or at least improb-
able), should we choose to accept it, is to save the capital budget 
and its supplemental; boost it; get DNR, State Parks, and WDFW 
more sustainable funding; and make access to public lands free 
again (or at least keep it cheap).    Do all of this quickly so we have 
most of the spring months to get out on the trails.  Another way 
to look at it is we want to ride and work during the long summer 

Legislative Report

By Jeff Chapman, Legislative Chair

days, and in order to do these things we need the state support that 
is essential to preserving our state trails systems.
	 Please come to our next Legislative Day in Olympia on Mon-
day, February 19th, 2018. Contact me for more information if 
you are unfamiliar with this process.   You will need to schedule 

meetings with your 3 legislators well ahead 
of time - meetings, which are generally 15 
minutes in length. Get together with others 
from your same legislative district to do 
this. I will provide you a handout on what 
we would like you to discuss with your leg-
islators before you meet with them.   How-
ever, this information is advisory only since 
the main purpose is that you dialogue with 

your legislators on what’s important to you as a horse rider and 
a member or associate of BCHW.   As in the past, we plan to as-
semble in Olympia at 9 am (location to be arranged).
	 Unlike the past two years, we will not be staging our Legisla-
tive Day on the same day as the Big Tent Coalition activities as 
they aren’t having a Lobby Day in 2018).
	 Our topics for 2018 are a developing matter but will include 
restoring access to the Tunerville Campground in Pacific County; 
getting both BCHW trail maintenance grants funded; funding Te-
anaway, Blanchard Mtn, the John Wayne Trail,  and state land 
crews/trail construction projects throughout Washington.  

	 In memory of Trygve Culp.  As many of you know, in De-
cember Trygve lost his battle with cancer. I give him all credit 
for getting me where I am today, this position of President of 
Back Country Horsemen of Washington. Trygve was passion-
ate about his family, about wilderness and access to the back 
country, about trails and BCHW. I will miss his straight think-
ing and his logic, which was often cloaked in his own brand 
of Norsk colloquialism. Trygve knew how to gently make a 
point and then how to firmly set the hook.  We were given a 
gift in knowing him, and we will miss him.  

Here We Go Again On Another Ride
continued from page 5

Please come to our next 
Legislative Day in 

Olympia on Monday 
February 19th, 2018.

BCHW Legislative
Day on the Hill 2018

All Members Are Welcome!
Monday, February 19, 2018 • 9:00 am

Capitol/Legislative Bldg

Call Your Legislators to make appointments Now! 
11 am to late afternoon would be best.

Legislator contact information: 1.800.562.6000, or 
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/DistrictFinder, or call the toll free legislative 

hotline to contact your legislator. 

Questions? Contact Legislative Chair Jeff Chapman
bbbranch@olympus.net  •  360.385.6364
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Hello everyone! My name is Pete Erben and I’d like to intro-
duce myself as your new Chairman of the BCHW Public 
Lands Committee. Although I don’t own a horse, I have 

been an active member of the Grays Harbor Chapter for the past 
several years. During that time I have attended and led many trail 
maintenance work parties and have been involved with and helped 
coordinate an RTP grant for the maintenance and reconstruction of 
the West Fork of the Humptulips River Trail.
	 I recently retired after a 41-year career with the US Forest Ser-
vice, with nearly all of that time spent on the Olympic National Forest. 
As a District Recreation Manager and Planner, my job responsibili-
ties included developed and dispersed recreation, wilderness manage-
ment, and trail planning, construction and maintenance. I believe that 
this background experience will provide valuable insight in working 
with the various public land managing agencies to represent all of our 
members and to help further the mission of the BCHW. 
	 For the BCHW Public Lands Committee to be effective, we 
need dedicated people who are willing to make the effort to com-

municate with the members of their chapters and recognize is-
sues, which may affect the relationship between the BCH Chap-
ters and the local land managing agencies, especially concerning 
access and other public lands issues. 
	 At the Board of Directors’ Meeting in December, I was fortunate 
to meet several past committee members as well as new folks who 
are interested in public lands issues. I was impressed with their opti-
mism and enthusiasm and look forward to working with them in the 
coming new year. I would like to extend an open invitation to anyone 
who would like to volunteer as a member of the Public Lands Com-
mittee. As a committee member, you will be a “watch dog” for the 
interests of your chapter and your geographic area of the state.
	 Our first meeting will be in mid-January via e-mail or con-
ference call. You can expect to hear more on that later. In March 
we also plan to meet in Ellensburg, at Public Lands Day as part 
of Rendezvous. I can be reached at (360) 482-1151 or e-mail er-
ben@centurytel.net. I am looking forward to meeting everyone!
Happy New Year  

By Pete Erben, Public Lands Chair

Chairman of the BCHW Public 
Lands Committee

For more information visit JWPWR.org. 

as we spend 18 days together on the Historical John Wayne Pioneer Trail,
from the Palouse to the Cascades!
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By Deb Wesselius, BCHW Volunteer Hours Chair

The BCHW volunteer hour’s summary report totals from Oc-
tober 1, 2016 - September 30, 2017, has been completed and 
the totals are shown below.  The year end totals represent a 

job well done by chapter members, officers and Volunteer Hours 
Coordinator. The Excel document represents the totals by chapter 
and by agency. 
2017 BCHW VOLUNTEER HOURS = 66,654.5
TOTAL VALUE = $2,238,567.31
	 Out of 33 chapters, 31 reported volunteer hours this year.  So 
congratulations to everyone on a job well done. You volunteers 
are the best.

	 A big thanks to the BCHW VH Regional folks: Peggy Swan-
berg-IND, Dave Sunde-OVC, Louise Caywood-PCC, JoAnn 
Yost-GHC, Barbara Taylor-NEC & Barbara Vache’-CHC who 
mentor the chapter VHC, work hard keeping the volunteer hour 
reports reviewed for accuracy.  Without their assistance getting 
the yearly volunteer hour summary reports completed would be 
much more challenging.  

Please see next page for detailed Volunteer Hours Report

BCHW-Volunteer Hours Report

Your Membership is up and running!  Be sure to renew your mem-
bership online.  Here are a few tips to getting it done:

1	 Go to BCHW.org to renew your membership.  It is under the 
Join BCHW button.

2	 DO NOT register!  You are already in the system.  If you do not 
know your login and password, contact Nicole Sedgwick.

3	 When you first login, there is a bar at the top of the page that 
tells you to renew.  Click on that.

	 •	 You will need to update your profile before it will take you 
to the renewal page.  Also, you have to agree to the liability 
statement before it will allow you to continue.

4	 There is a dropdown menu at the top of the registration page to 
pick which kind of BCHW membership you want.  

5	 You can pick as many chapters as you want to belong to.
	 •	 Independents are on the chapter list.
	 •	 The site will total up what you owe at the bottom of the  
		  page and give you a chance to enter credit/debit card information.
	 •	 You will also have the option to donate to BCHW.
So easy!!!  Be sure to renew today if you have not done so, yet!

BCHW Membership Registration
By Nicole Sedgwick, Membership Chair

1

2

3

4 5
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This is your last reminder 
before Rendezvous to get 
the wheels turning for the 

nominee you, or your chapter,  
have chosen for an award. It takes 
a bit of time to put together a nom-
ination for someone you feel 
represents BCHW in one of the 
categories listed below. Find pic-
tures of your nominee in BCHW 
activities (very helpful), recom-
mendations from BCHW mem-
bers, land managers or agency 
partners, and news clippings will 
also help the judging team learn 
about your nominee. Talk amongst your chapter members to assist 
you in compiling the award packet for your chapter’s nominee. 
The fun part is keeping it all hush, hush!
	 Nominations may be from either a chapter or a BCHW mem-
ber. Nomination forms and a current list of all known award 
program recipients are posted at www.bchw.org under BCHW 
Awards. Award categories are only given out once to a volunteer. 
Nominees must be a BCHW member.

BCHW AWARDS CATEGORIES

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT This award is for the BCHW 
member or couple who has shown a lifetime of dedication to 
BCHW by actively pursuing and promoting the organization 
and the BCHW Mission Statement in a variety of ways. This 
award is for recognition, not a contest.  

Lifetime = 1, max 2 awarded

LOPPER AWARD This award is for a BCHW member who 
has demonstrated outstanding commitment and dedication to 
their chapter or to BCHW by participation and promotion of 
what the BCHW Mission Statement stands for. This is kind of 
an “all around” award, with the nominee being active in sev-
eral different aspects of the many things that make up BCHW.  

Lopper = 3, max 4 awarded

CAMP COOK This award is for the BCHW member who 
willingly keeps the campfires burning and the kettles hot and 
full of delicious food to share with others. Whether it is at 
meetings, work parties or social functions, they are in the 
kitchen making sure all are well fed.

Camp Cook = 1 awarded

TRAIL WARRIOR This person may not make all the chapter 
functions or even own a computer but they are out rain or 
shine, day in and day out, working on the trails.

Trail Warrior = 3, max 4 awarded

BCHW Awards Report
DESK JOCKEY This person is one of the behind the scenes peo-

ple, always at a computer or running from meeting to meet-
ing. They keep the wheels of our organization turning.

Desk Jockey = 2, max 3 awarded

JUNIOR BCHW Our future! Who stands out in your chapter? 
This person would participate in chapter events such as work 
parties, fundraisers, LNT/education, training or BCHW pro-
motion such as parades.

Junior BCH = 1, max 2 awarded

BACKBONE This award is to recognize that special member who 
is always there when needed, ready and willing to do some 
special job that no one else can or will do, sometimes at the 
last minute. This is a member who is very important in keep-
ing the chapter, organization or an event operating smoothly.

Backbone = 2, max 3 awarded

CINCH AWARD This award was created to recognize those hard 
working BCHW members who have consistently and compe-
tently carried out jobs at the state level, year after year.  Re-
cipients shall be Volunteer Committee Chairmen, Volunteer 
Committee member, or an UNELECTED state officer - they 
keep the wheels of this great organization running smoothly. 
They may or may not be very visible - they may be quietly 
working in the background, reliably doing their jobs.  They 
may or may not be active or hold an office in a chapter or 
even be a chapter member, but they are invaluable at the state 
level.

Cinch Award = 1, max 2 awarded

PRESIDENT’S DIAMOND AWARD The President’s Diamond 
Award is decided autonomously from the BCHW Awards 
Program - the BCHW President awards a person or persons 
“In recognition of outstanding dedication, passion and com-
mitment to the BCHW mission”.

President’s Diamond Award = 1, max 2 awarded

SPONSORSHIPS Are extremely important for the success 
of your BCHW Award Program.  Last year eleven differ-
ent BCHW chapters and two businesses sponsored BCHW 
awards.  These sponsorships, partnered with the BCHW 
award budget, resulted in thirteen different volunteers to be 
recognized.  BCHW chapters, please continue to support 
the BCHW Award Program by sponsoring one of the award 
categories. Also remember that with our 501(c3) businesses, 
chapters have a tax advantage for award donations.   

Lynn Wilhelm-Howell redboots4u2@gmail.com

By Lynn Wilhelm-Howell, BCHW Awards Committee Chair
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	 Lifetime Achievement	 __________ 	 Desk Jockey	 _________
	 Lopper Award	 __________ 	 Junior BCHW	 _________
	 Camp Cook	 __________ 	 Backbone Award	 _________
	 Trail Warrior	 __________
Nominees Name ________________________________________________________________________________________
Chapter(s) ______________________________________________________________________________________________
Submitted by____________________________________________________________________________________________
Chapter(s)_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone_______________________________________________Email_______________________________________________

Please keep in mind, all the award judges must see your presentation to do their evaluation.
The judges probably will not know the nominee personally.

Information to include in your nomination presentation:
•	 In 25 words or less, give an opening statement telling why this person is deserving of special, statewide recognition for 

this particular award. 
•	 Then separately, on as many pages as you need, create a presentation detailing WHY this person should receive this 

award.  
•	 Chapters this person has belonged to and for how long 
•	 Positions or job titles this person has held 
•	 An estimate of his or her volunteer hours (Chapter Vol Hour Chairs can help with this) 
•	 Awards this person has won 
•	 Trails or camps this person has worked on 
•	 A little family history 
•	 Include anything which will make your nominee stand out! (Letters of recommendation from land managers, news clip-

pings, photos, etcetera.) 
The presentation you submit will be given to the recipient at the awards ceremony. 

Mail nomination forms with your presentation via the US Post Office to:
Lynn Wilhelm-Howell • 20059 SE 127th St, Issaquah, WA 98027

Questions: redboots4u2@gmail.com or 206-498-4622

Must be received before Feb 8th, 2018.  Awards are presented at the BCHW General Meeting in March. 

It’s That Time of Year to Nominate Deserving 
Members of BCHW Who Volunteer, with a 
Prestigious Award!
By Lynn Wilhelm-Howell, BCHW Awards Committee Chair

I know you have been chomping at the bit to get your hands 
on this Awards Nomination Form! Let’s recognize our dedi-
cated volunteers who donate their precious time to our or-

ganization. Award categories, descriptions, and the nomination 
form are at www.bchw.org. Award categories are given out 
only once to a volunteer BCHW Member. 

Back Country Horsemen of Washington
Award Nomination Form

(one form per nominee)
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BCHW is looking for a chair of the Rendezvous for next year.  I will be happy to sup-
port you.  It would be great if someone could decide to do this job before Rendezvous 
because then you could shadow me at the event to see what it is all about.

	 Most of the work will be done throughout the year.  You will need to schedule clini-
cians, run publicity, write articles, and oversee the other chairs of the show.  Everyone 
does such a great job of taking care of their part of the event, that you could not ask 
for a better event to oversee.
	 Contact either Nicole Sedgwick or Kathy Young if you are interested. President 

Kathy Young, president@bchw.org, 206.551.7824  Executive Director  Nicole Sedgwick, 
bchwexec@bchw.org, 360.640.1495  

COT stands for Collaboration of Organizations for Trail 
Work.  Jason Ridlon, Nicole Sedgwick, and Kathy Young 
have brought together BCHW with Pacific Crest Trails As-

sociation (PCTA), Pacific Northwest Trails Association (PNTA), 
and Washington Trails Association (WTA) to work collaborative-
ly to get more trail work done.  
	 Why are we doing this?  Because each group has different 
strengths to offer the others and we can be more productive if we 
work together.  Too often we will put a group together to go in and 
clean up trails only to arrive and find that another organization has 
already been there and done the work.  So instead of tripping over 
each other, we want to open the lines of communication and work 
more efficiently.
	 We have begun by deciding to get the Pasayten Wilderness 
opened back up for use.  This year, we will work on logging out 
the major trails.  In the future, we want to brush and do tread work 
to get the trails of the Pasayten back up to standard.    We want to 
focus on the following trails this year:

PCTA:  the PCT trail.
	 PNTA:  Boundary Trail including Devils Dome as an alterna-
tive route west to Ross Lake vs. Three Fools.
	 BCHW:  Finish what we started last summer with the An-
drews Creek Project, which includes Ram Creek (Meadow Lake) 

We Have Formed A New Super 
Team To Get Work Done On The 
Trails In Washington State!
By Nicole Sedgwick BCHW Executive Director

Trail #505, Crystal Lake #517, and Peepsight #525.  We also need 
to fix one of the puncheons we built this last summer that got 
caught in the fire.

WTA:  Boundary Trail, Hidden Lakes #477, and Larch 
Creek #502 to Peeve Pass.
	 The United States Forest Service also has funding and plans 
to work in the Pasayten this summer. Jason Ridlon has written a 
letter to them explaining what we would like to work on and has 
asked how that fits into their plans.
	 As we have been meeting to discuss this work, we have also 
been discussing other work we are focusing on this coming sum-
mer and have been able to adapt our plans to be more successful.  
For instance, WTA is also planning on going to Salmo-Priest to 
clean up some trails.  We discussed it and have adapted our plans 
to work together to accomplish so much more.
	 In the future, as we settle into this, we plan to expand across 
the state with our work.  It just simplified things to begin in one area 
that we were all interested in.
	 I have been hearing that chapters have been coming together in 
regional areas and also working with other organizations in a more 
local area to accomplish the same thing.  I am so proud to be a part 
of such a wonderful organization that always puts the better good 
above any personal agendas.  Keep up the amazing work.  

Chair of Rendezvous
By Nicole Sedgwick
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Leadership training for new and return-
ing chapter officers will be held at the 
Armory in Ellensburg, 901 E. 7th Av-

enue, Ellensburg, WA 98926, on Saturday, 
January 20th. Coffee and pastries will be 
provided by BCHW for donation. 
	 Classes will begin at 9:25 after a wel-
come from Kathy Young. Eighteen classes 
will be offered on 5 different ‘tracks’; mem-
bers can attend any classes they choose. Lunch is scheduled from 
12:45 – 1:30, and classes will end around 3:40pm.

Cascade Grilling will have food on site: 
breakfast will be available for $5, lunch for 
$8, or members can bring a lunch. There is 
probably not time to leave for lunch. 
	 Feedback from members is essential, 
and will be solicited from participants. We 
need to know what to improve!
	 Contact Kim Merrick at eloise55@
gmail.com or 253-261-6188 or go to http://

bchw.org/lnt/main/Leadership%20Training%2001-20-2018%20
One%20Page.pdf”.  

2018 Leadership Training Set for January 20
By Kim Merrick, BCHW Education Chair

Leave No Trace will attend the 2018 BCHW Leadership in Ellensburg this coming 
January 20. I will be there to speak with chapter Representatives on how to present 
and encourage all equestrians on the Seven Principles of Leave No Trace. You don’t 
have to be a Chapter LNT rep to attend.

ATTENTION!

Please email your articles (700 word maximum) and 3 or 4 photos with caption and photo byline 
to thn@bchw.org as soon as possible.

Content Deadline for the March/April  
2018 Newsletter is January 18th

You can send articles, photos and calendar of 
events early!

Cover Photos can be sent anytime, 8x10 Vertical orientation is best (300 dpi).

The Double Diamond Award, recognizes a chapter for 
completing an outstanding volunteer project. Fall is upon 
us, with a productive work season drawing to a close for 

many chapters.  It is time for reflection on  2017 projects; con-
sider if your state or chapter accomplished something major 
that should be nominated for the BCHA 2017 Double Dia-
mond Award.  
 	 The winning project will be selected by the BCHA Ser-
vice Committee at the National Board Meeting in Spokane, 
WA, held April 23-25, 2018.  Some basic facts for nominating 
a project: 
It is one specific project, accomplished Jan 1 - Dec. 31, 2017.
It can include, but not limited to, trail maintenance, trail con-

Double Diamond Award Info for 2017 Projects
struction, trailhead construction, educational programs, and 
youth programs. 
	 Multiple outings to accomplish the project are acceptable. 
Nominations will consist of a narrative describing the project, 
not to exceed four typewritten pages. Additionally, a maximum 
of eight photos can be included, as well as support letters.
	 Nominations must be received by April 1, 2018, by email 
attachment (preferred), or by US Postal. 
So…….gather the facts and locate some photos.  More on how 
to nominate a project will follow in the Winter Edition of the 
BCHA Newsletter.  If you have questions before then, email 
volunteer@bcha.org or call 573-406-2566 OR go to http://
www.bcha.org/get-involved/volunteering/double-diamond  
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In 2000 Washington State Department of Natural Resources 
and Mt. Adams Chapter BCHW worked together to design and 
build corrals for horses at Trail Head # 1 in the Buck Creek trail 

system located in Skamania County in the south, central area of 
Washington State. The corrals were built using treated railroad 
ties for posts and treated 8” poles.  By 2015 many of the posts had 
rotted and poles had worked loose making the facility dangerous 
for horse use.   Mt. Adams Chapter’s Director Teunis Wyers was 
contacted by Stephanie Margheim, Volunteer Specialist, South-
east Region DNR asking if we were interested in repairing the 
facility.  There wasn’t much left to repair and using the same kind 
of treated material was no longer an option.
	 Mt. Adams Chapter discussed the project and decided that 
installing high lines in the restored area, if DNR was agreeable, 
would be a more permanent solution.  Teunis Wyers volunteered 
to spearhead this much-needed project.  First, he and Donn Ras-
musson, DNR Recreation Specialist, loaded and hauled off the 
discarded posts and poles.  DNR manufactured the 4 highline 
poles out of 4” x 12’ round steel pipes with a loop for the cable 
welded on the top and steel 1-foot cross bracing on the bottoms.  
Mt. Adams Chapter was given a donation of 3/8” stainless steel 
cable for the high lines.  Teunis’ team of Leroy Rosier with his 
tractor with a post hole auger mounted on the back, Len Rolph 
and Gary Mack spent a beautiful Friday installing the posts and 

Buck Creek Trailhead Highlines 

stringing the line on one set of posts.  The other cable will be strung 
in the spring when the one post is solid in the ground.  Thanks 
to this project this Buck Creek Horse Camp will remain open for 
equestrian use in the years to come.  Maps for the Buck Creek Trail 
and other DNR trails are available at the DNR website at www.dnr.
gov/go  Look under “Trail Maps” or call 509-925-8510.
	 “Riding Southwest Washington Horse Trails” by Kim McCar-
rel has excellent directions to the Buck Creek Trailhead #1 and a 
good map with a description of the Buck Creek trail system.  It’s 
an outstanding book.  

PHOTOS BY CONNIE BAUGHER

By Connie Baugher, Mt. Adams Chapter Trail Scout and Membership Chair

Gary Mack, Len Rolph, Leroy Rosier and Teunis starting 
the first post hole which required lots of hand digging.

Lifting the 12 foot steel post in place. Tamping The Posts In Place With Rock.

This is your last issue of The Trailhead News if you have 
not paid your 2018 membership dues yet. Please pay 
them now. Your membership expiration date is located 

on your mailing label. For questions, please contact 
your chapter treasurer or Nicole Sedgwick, Executive 

Director/Membership Chair, at bhcwexec@bchw.org or 
membership@bchw.org. 

Membership expires: 12/31/2017 
John Doe
123 Horseback Loop SE
Ellensburg, WA 98926

Please check with your 
chapter treasurer or 

refer to page 14 of this 
issue for the membership 

renewal form.

Members!

PHOTOS BY CONNIE BAUGHER
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Call to Order  9:03 am. Roll Call: Mount Adams and Scatter 
Creek Riders Chapters excused.  Quorum established
Adoption of Agenda: Bill McKenna made a motion to adopt 

the Meeting Agenda. Seconded by Dave Sunde. Motion passed.
Approval of Board of Directors Minutes for 3rd Quarter
Julie Dalzell made a motion to accept the BOD Minutes for 3rd 
Quarter.  Seconded by Jim Anderson. Motion Passed

OFFICER & COMMITTEE REPORTS
(reports are posted to the Directors webpage)
Executive Committee: Report posted.  Kathy thanked Nicole for 
doing good job. 

Membership Committee: Nicole Sedgwick advised that there are 
140 members that have renewed using the new system.   Nicole 
has input the names of the Lifetime members into the system, so 
the individuals do not need to input the information themselves.  
New members need to complete the paper application and send to 
Nicole for processing.

Treasurer: Report posted.  Teri advised that there has been con-
cerns with spam that is coming through asking for money.  She 
encouraged the directors to pass this information down to their 
chapters. There has already been one chapter experiencing same 
situation. Chris Enrico advised that websites with officer names 
can be hacked and emails harvested. 

BCHW Board of Directors Meeting
December 2, 2017 (Partial Minutes, complete located on bchw.org)

Ways and Means: There are 19 calendars left. Teri Starke has dona-
tion forms if you need them.  Teri Starke will no longer be handling the 
Horse Source. Lori Lennox has volunteered to handle it. Further discus-
sion on this matter was tabled until the New Business agenda item.

Winery ride: Dave Jackson reported the following: 665 pre-regis-
trations, 50 late/on site registrations, 571 riders,$31,404.41 Gross 
Revenue; $17,309.71;  Net Profit Teri Starke handed out volunteer 
chapter checks. This is the second largest fund raiser for BCHW. 
Dave reported that the number of volunteers was down and Kathy 
Young urged members to volunteer next year. ‘

Statewide Work Party: Report posted.   Jason Ridlon reported 
that the next one is scheduled for July 21-25, 2018.  
Jason is working on organizing the Hot Shot Crew for work at 
Andrews Creek scheduled for June 29-July 4, 2018, and work in 
the Salmo Priest area scheduled for Aug 8-12, 2018.

Membership Development: Report posted.  Ken Carmichael ad-
vised that meetings so far have gone well. The participants are 
asking for handouts, and some are being posted on Ponderosa 
Website. Ken is developing job descriptions for chapter officers 
and various committee chairs. A template for newsletters is being 
developed and will be posted on BCHW website for chapter use. 

2018 BCHW 	 All adult members need to sign the form. Chapter Members: contact your Chapter for an application. 
Membership Application	 Independent Members mail to: BCHW ATTN: Membership, P.O. Box 1132, Ellensburg, WA 98926-1132

I would like to help preserve the Horsemen’s rights to use horses on public lands.

o New Member o Renewal/Past Member #:__________County________________________________Legislative District _ ______
Adult Names (please print)______________________________________________________________________________________
Children Names (please print) ___________________________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________City _____________________State _____Zip ________________
Phone (_ _____ )_ _____________ Cell (_______ )_______________Email_________________________________________________
Occupation ___________________________________________
Do you want to be a volunteer? o Yes o No      What would you like to volunteer for?______________________________________

State membership for 2018 calendar year
Family Membership 	 $ 54	_________
Single Membership 	 $ 41	_________
Additional State Donation 	$ 	 _________
Optional Memberships
(Includes Family or Single Membership)
Contributing Member 	 $ 75	_________
Sustaining Member 	 $ 125________
Patron Member 	 $ 250________
Benefactor Member 	 $ 500________
Lifetime (Single) Member	$1,200_______
TOTAL ENCLOSED 	 $ 	 _________

Liability Release & Notices
All ADULT members MUST sign!  Adult’s signature covers minor children. Recognizing the fact that 
there is a potential for an accident wherever horse use is involved, which can cause injuries to horses, rid-
ers, and spectators, and also recognizing the fact that Back Country Horsemen of Washington, including 
chapters, officers, directors, or members cannot always know the condition of trails or the experience of 
riders or horses taking part in Trail Rides or other BCHW functions, I do hereby release the above named 
from any claim or right for damages, which might occur to me, my minor children or horses.
Signed______________________________________ Dated___________________________
Signed______________________________________ Dated___________________________
Signed______________________________________ Dated___________________________
Back Country Horsemen of Washington (BCHW) is a public charity as defined in Internal Revenue Code Sec-
tion 501(c)(3).  Accordingly, membership dues paid to BCHW may be treated as deductions characterized as 
“charitable contributions” when computing federal and state income tax obligations.

!
!

Please clip out and m
ail

o Please do not mail me The Trailhead News, I will read it online at the BCHW website.

By signing this application I agree to receive notices from BCHW by electronic transmission at the above email address.

(Continued on next page)
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2 modules of the Membership Development Training will be 
presented at Leadership Training in January.  Ken is arranging 
another training session with chapters from the west side.  

Governance & Bylaws: Report posted.  ACTION ITEM
Ken Carmichael advised that signed “Whistle Blower”statement 
forms are needed from the following chapters:   Island, Methow 
Valley, Oakland, Pennisula, Watcom, Yakima Valley, and   Dar-
rell Wallace.  Ken asked that the signed  “Conflict of Interest” 
statements be turned in to Ken today. These forms are needed 
from the state level BCHW Committee members, directors, and 
officers.  Chapters do not need to turn forms in. 

Legislative: Report posted. ACTION ITEM Jeff Chapman 
asked directors to be sure someone in their chapter is on his 
email list so legislative information is getting passed down to 
the chapters.   Chris Enrico advised that he attended a DNR User 
meeting this week to discuss Capitol Forest.  DNR advised that 
the Capitol Forest will close down if the State Legislature doesn’t 
pass a budget. Lori Lennox asked that Jeff put the work “action” 
in subject line of his emails so that the reader knows to respond. 
	 Legislative Day in Olympia is scheduled for Feb 19, 2018. Ap-
pointments with your legislators should be made by mid-January.
	 Chris Enrico reported that he has a database for legislators. 
Contact him if you want it.  
	 Joyce Willms, BCHW Lobbyist will sign new contract at 
same rates for 2018. She wants to develop a flyer with data to 
have available. 
	 The State of Washington is discussing options for the The 
Discover Pass. It is being recommended that it would be a non-
opt out cost added to your vehicle license renewals.  
	 Danny Chappell asked is this cost would apply to all vehi-
cles/trailers in a household.  Jeff advised that he thought it would 
be power units only. 

Public Lands: No report posted.  Public Lands Chairman Pete 
Erben reported. Darrell Wallace and Pete Erben have been partic-
ipating in the “Western States Public Lands Committee”. There 
was a meeting with DNR to talk about Capitol Forest and other 
public lands. DNR is very interested in working with BCHW.  
Met with Olympic National Forest talked about maintenance of 
road systems.  Pete Erben is involved in the  formation of  the 
Olympic Peninsula Access Coalition, which will include both 
horsemen and other access users. Continued access and road 
maintenance will be their focus.  Pete is encouraging all users 
with related interests work together. This cooperation is getting 
attention. The Coalition will work with Rangers and will be in-
volved in work and providing input. The National Forests are 
working with various user groups focusing on National Park ac-
cess and maintenance.  Some timber companies are also on these 
committees and providing input on road systems, etc. 

Executive Director: Report Posted. Posters for Rendezvous are 
now available. Nicole asked the Directors to take a few back 
home and hang some up around their town. The poster is also 
available on BHCW website if you need more copies of it if you 
want to share on social media. 
Grants: Report posted. BCHW spend all of their available grant 
money. Darrell pointed out that $30,000 of the grant was spent on 

administrative costs in lieu of having this an operating expense. So 
this saves BCHW money. Peninsula Chapter was recognized for their 
315% participation in work financed by grant funds. 
The next Forest Service Grant of $150,000 scored 8 and will start 
sometime this month. Darrell is waiting on the paperwork.  
Grant #16-2714, Maintaining County, State & National Park Trails 
for $465,418 scored 12th and it is likely that it will be funded when 
the capitol budget is passed. 

BCHW Store: Lori encouraged everyone to buy stuff.  Store was 
very successful at the Wine Ride. 

Volunteer Hours: Report posted

BCHW Awards: ACTION ITEM Committee chair Lynn Wil-
helm-Howell encouraged nominations from the chapters. Keep 
in mind the Junior Achievement Award and nominate someone. 
Donations are needed from the Chapters to purchase the awards. 
If your chapter sends a check, be sure to write “awards” on your 
check so Teri knows where to apply the funds. Potential of a Pack-
ing Award has been tabled. Criteria needs to be developed.  
ACTION ITEM Be sure to report any competition awards earned 
at Rendezvous to Lynn Wilhelm-Howell so that the winners have 
proper recognition at the awards ceremony at Rendezvous.

Safety: Nothing reported

Sawyer Program: Several crosscut saws have been donated to 
BCHW and are available for members and chapters. Contact Tom 
Faubion for information on how to obtain a saw.If you get one, take 
care of it because a lot of labor has gone into refurbishing them. 

LNT: Jane Byram reported that the LNT committee meeting on 
Friday night prior to the BOD meeting was successful. There will 
be an LNT segment at Leadership Training in January.

Publicity/THN: The Trailhead News publishing contract is re-
newing. Further discussion when meeting reaches the Business 
segment.  New BCHW brochures are available.  Nicole advised 
that Director Information will be posted on Your Membership after 
Dec 10.  ACTION ITEM Chapters need to post the names of their 
newly elected officers on the Directory in the Directors’ website by 
Dec 10 post so that the names appear in the next THN issue. Ken 
Carmichael will send all directors on the group email instructions 
for director responsibilities. Please be sure that your new directors 
are posted.   It was recommended that the alternate director receive 
all the information that is sent to directors so they are in the loop. 

Website/Facebook: Nothing reported

Trail Miles/BCHW History: Report posted.  Scott Lee declared a 
failure of the ad hoc committee to reach consensus. There has been a 
disagreement among the committee on how to define a trail mile and 
no compromise could be reached. Discussion followed with various 
suggestions on how to accomplish the definition:
	 Chris Enrico suggested that we talk to 2 primary chapters Peninsula 
& Lewis and find out what their definition is and go with that.  Jason 
Ridilon suggested that the question be asked at Leadership Training.  
Nicole Sedgwick suggested that a survey be taken of the member-
ship and then committee could analyze.  

Continued Online at BCHW.org

Due to Space Limitations the Complete Minutes are posted on BCHW.org.
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				    1st QTR BCHW Board of 
Directors’ Meeting
	 Saturday, March 17, 2018
	 Kittitas Valley Event Center
	 901 E 7th Ave 
	 Ellensburg, WA  98926
	 Exec Director Nicole Sedgwick 

360-640-1495 • bchwexec@bchw.org

13th Annual Great Gravel Pac-in
	 Saturday, March 24 • 8:00am - 3:00pm
	 Mima Falls Trailhead in Capitol Forest
	 Near 12736 Marksman St, SW Olympia 98512

Ferry County Chapter Sherman Creek Ride
	 Saturday, May 12
	 Meet at Haig’s Cove CG at 9AM
 	 Rob Michael – 509-738-4166

Joe Watt Canyon BCHW Prize Ride
	 Saturday, May 19th 

National Trails Day
Black Pine Horse Camp Clean Up
Leavenworth
	 Saturday, June 2nd
	 jhridlon@fairpoint.net • 509 699-9927

2nd Quarter BCHW Board of Directors’ Meeting
	 Saturday, June 16
	 Kittitas Valley Event Center
	 901 E 7th Ave, Ellensburg, WA
	 Exec Director Nicole Sedgwick
	 360-640-1495 • bchwexec@bchw.org

Pierce Co BCHW Annual Prize Ride
	 Saturday, July 21, 2018
	 Come for the day or camp for the weekend.  

Discover Pass mandatory.
	 Sahara Creek CG/Elbe State Forest
	 Contact: Terry, Terrywentriding@gmail.com 

 Ferry County Chapter Annual Steak Ride
	 Friday-Saturday, July 27-29
	  Jungle Hill Campground
	 Lesa Gregory – 509-690-2773

Leadership Training
	 Saturday, January 20
	 8:45am - Coffee & Pastries
	 9:25am - Classes Begin
	 901 E. 7th Avenue, Ellensburg, WA 98926

February 17, 2018 - BCHW Membership 
Development Program Seminar
	 All BCHW members welcome 
	 Port Angeles, WA
 	 Ken Carmichael 

kcarmichael2225@gmail.com • 509-466-2225

February 18, 2018 - BCHW Membership 
Development Program Seminar 
	 All BCHW members welcome 
 	 Little Rock, WA
	 Ken Carmichael 

kcarmichael2225@gmail.com • 509-466-2225

BCH Legislative Day on the Hill
	 Monday, February 19 • 9:00am
	 Capitol Legislative Building
	 Olympia, WA

Whatcom BCHW 21st Annual
Fundraiser Auction
	 Friday, February 23, 2018 
	 Everson Auction Barn. 

contact Bill McKenna at 360-599-2526 web-
site: http://www.whatcom-bch.com

2018 Rendezvous
	 Friday, March 16- Sunday March 18, 2018
	 Kittitas Valley Event Center,
	 901 E 7th Ave 
	 Ellensburg, WA 98926
	 Exec Director Nicole Sedgwick 

360-640-1495 • bchwexec@bchw.org 

Mark your calendars 
for the following For-
est Service fee-free 
days in 2018:

Note: The BCHW Trailhead News represents as many events as possible; however, it makes no guarantees an event will be published. 
The calendar of events is  subject to change. Please check with ride contact for most updated information. Please send calendar 
corrections to: bchw@wamedia.com.

Be sure to: • Contact the ride host to check for updates on the event. 	 •  Check to see if dogs are welcome.
FREE Listing on BCHW Chapter Events Calendar

Remember to email an article 
and photos of your event to the 
THN at: bchw@wamedia.com

Jan. 15: Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
March 19: State Parks’ 105th Birthday
April 14: Springtime free day
April 22: Earth Day
June 2: National Trails Day
June 9: National Get Outdoors Day
June 10: Free Fishing Day
Aug. 25: National Park Service Birthday
Sept. 29: National Public Lands Day
Nov. 11: Veterans’ Day
Nov. 23: Autumn free day

3rd Quarter BCHW Board of Directors’ Meeting
	 Saturday, September 15
	 Kittitas Valley Event Center
	 901 E 7th Ave, Ellensburg, WA
	 Exec Director Nicole Sedgwick
	 360-640-1495 • bchwexec@bchw.org

Ferry County Chapter Maple Mountain 
Ride and Pot Luck 
	 Saturday, September 22
	 George Young – 509-775-9998

4th Quarter BCHW Board of Directors’ Meeting
	 Saturday, December 1
	 Kittitas Valley Event Center
	 901 E 7th Ave, Ellensburg, WA
	 Exec Director Nicole Sedgwick
	 360-640-1495 • bchwexec@bchw.org


