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Disclaimer
Articles which appear in The Trailhead News (THN) 
do not necessarily reflect the position, opinion or 
endorsement of Back Country Horsemen of Washing-
ton (BCHW), its officers, committee chairs, staff or 
Washington Media Services, Inc. (WMS). BCHW and 
WMS are not responsible for the accuracy of all material 
and advertisements. Appearance of an advertisement 
in the THN does not constitute a recommendation or 
endorsement by BCHW of goods or services offered 
therein. Prices subject to change without warning. 
BCHW, WMS and its management shall not be held 
responsible for any typing errors or omissions other 
than a correction in the next available issue. The THN 
shall not be reproduced in any form or manner without 
prior written agreement. This includes reproduction of 
articles, photos, and the BCHW logo.

As a 501(c)(3) organization, the Back Country Horsemen of 
Washington has enacted the following policy: Back Country 
Horsemen of Washington does not endorse or oppose any 
political candidate, donate or contribute to any political 
candidate’s campaign, participate or engage in political 
fund-raising events, distribute statements for or against 
particular political candidates, nor engage in any other 
activity that may constitute favoring or opposing a political 
candidate. The forgoing applies to the official position of 
BCHW it does not restrict or discourage individual members 
from representing themselves in support of a candidate.

The Trailhead News is the official publication of 
Back Country Horsemen of Washington (BCHW). 

The Trailhead News is published bimonthly by Back Country 
Horsemen of Washington, PO Box 1132, Ellensburg, 
WA 98926-1132. Annual membership dues include a 
subscription to The Trailhead News.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: The Trailhead 
News, PO Box 1132, Ellensburg, WA 98926-1132.  
© 2010 Back Country Horsemen of Washington.

Editorial: Maximum word count for articles is 700 
plus two (2) photos as space is limited. Photos 
must be accompanied by the location, name(s) of 
person(s) in photo and the name of the photographer. 

Please submit to: bchw@wamedia.com or mail to:
PO Box 7184  •  Olympia, WA 98507  •  360.754.4543 
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BCHW Chapter Locations & Directors

Chapter Directors: This list is taken from the 
BCHW Directory located online at bchw.org.

BUCKHORN RANGE:  
Director: Jeff Chapman  P.O. Box 845 • Chimacum, WA 98325 360-385-6364 bbbranch@olympus.net
CAPITOL RIDERS:  
Director: Deb Hall  10214 Gate Rd SW • Olympia WA 98512 360-259-3790 debandchip9@gmail.com
CASCADE HORSE CLUB:  
Director: Scott Lee 10005 67th Ave NE • Marysville WA 360-481-3066 scottlee@fairpoint.net
CRAB CREEK RIDERS:  
Director: Ray Gabert  P.O. Box 519 • Moses Lake, WA 98837  509-989-0900 ray.gabert@hotmail.com
FERRY COUNTY:  
Director: George Young P.O. Box 1124 • Republic, WA 99166  509-775-9998 rockyridge@rcabletv.com
GRAYS HARBOR:  
Director: Lori Lennox   295 Powers Ck Rd • Elma, WA 98541  360-482-2742 llennox82@gmail.com
INDEPENDENTS   
Director: Sandra Ihly  P.O. Box 38 • Selah, WA 98942 509-930-9052 sihly58@gmail.com
INLAND EMPIRE:     
Director: Jon Irwin P.O. Box 14371 • Spokane Valley, WA 99214 509-230-3263 michellejonirwin@msn.com
ISLAND:   
Director: Sally Garratt 420 Stillmeadow Rd • Coupeville, WA 98239  206-914-1482 sallygarratt@gmail.com
LEWIS COUNTY:  
Director: Jim Thode 1673 S Market Blvd #88 • Chehalis, WA 98532  360-978-5336 jim@jimthode.net
METHOW VALLEY:  
Director: Mary Pat Bauman P.O. Box 902 • Twisp, WA 98856  206-595-5844 mpbauman124@gmail.com
MOUNT ADAMS:  
Director: Mark Vorce P.O. Box 1835 • White Salmon, WA 98672 206-920-6821 macarthur36@hotmail.com
MT. OLYMPUS:  
Director: Dave Seibel P.O. Box 2651 •  Port Angeles, WA 98362 360-640-9472 daveseibel@sbcglobal.net
MOUNT SAINT HELENS:  
Director: Jim Anderson  P.O. Box 418 • Brush Prairie, WA 98606  360-835-5719 muleman1951@gmail.com
NISQUALLY:  
Director: Kim Merrick P.O. Box 652 • Yelm, WA 98597  253-261-6288 eloise55@gmail.com
NORTHEAST:  
Director: Doug Stewart P.O. Box 3094 • Deer Park, WA 99006  951-264-6283 dougstewart55@gmail.com
OAKLAND BAY:  
Director: Traci Koch 61 SE Craddick Rd • Shelton, WA 98584-9236 360-490-2878 ctracgo@aol.com 
OKANOGAN VALLEY:  
Director: Margaret Swanberg  P.O. Box 812 • Tonasket, WA 98855  509-486-1107 emailmesoon704@gmail.com
OLYMPIC:  
Director: Chuck Regimbal P.O. Box 250 • Belfair, WA 98528    360-871-5295 cnbregimbal@q.com 
PENINSULA:  
Director: Juelie Dalzell  P.O. Box 1931 • Port Angeles, WA 98362  360-385-6364  gobi@olympus.net
PIERCE COUNTY:  
Director: Louise Caywood  21804 Mountain Hwy., #52 • Spanaway, WA 98387 253-732-8105 saddledupw@aol.com
PONDEROSA:  
Director: Ken Carmichael P.O. Box 1184 • Airway Heights, WA 99001 509-466-2225 kcarmichael2225@gmail.com 
PURPLE SAGE RIDERS:  
Director: Donna Raines 25206 S Finley Rd • Kennewick, WA 99337 509-948-9995 d.raines1@dwwireless.net
RATTLESNAKE RIDGE RIDERS:  
Director: Danny D. Chappel  P.O. Box 63 • Benton City, WA 99320  509-588-4342  chapchar05@bentonrea.com
SCATTER CREEK RIDERS:  
Director: Joan Fleming  P.O. Box 1016 • Rochester, WA 98579  360-273-8266 flemingjoan01@gmail.com
SKAGIT:   
Director: Rob DeBoer P.O. Box 188 • Sedro Woolley, WA 98284 360-770-5082 skagitbchw@gmail.com
TAHOMA:  
Director: Mary Kane P.O. Box 365 • Ravensdale, WA 98051 425-466-3840 ranchomariamv@outlook.com 
TRAIL DUSTERS:     
Director: Cathy Nelson P.O. Box 1014 • Snohomish, WA 98291 425-231-2148 tripplenfarm@gmail.com 
WENAS VALLEY: 
Director: Teri Letcher P.O. Box 1325 • Selah, WA 98942      206-478-9908 tletcher9@gmail.com 
WENATCHEE VALLEY:  
Director: Ken Bailey P.O. Box 1402 • Wenatchee, WA 98807 509-884-5566  ken@kbelectricllc.com
WHATCOM COUNTY:  
Director: Bill McKenna P.O. Box 28607 • Bellingham, WA 98228 360-599-2526  wintercreek10@gmail.com
WILLAPA HILLS:  
Director: Glen Hallberg P.O. Box 898 • Raymond, WA 98577 360-941-3986 brokenbitfarm@hotmail.com
YAKIMA VALLEY:    
Director: Laura McDaniel P.O. Box 11449 • Yakima, WA 98908  360-880-9985  lalluellyn@yahoo.com
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Back Country Horsemen of Washington expresses its gratitude to those who contribute to 
BCHW as “Contributing,” “Sustaining,” and “Patron,” members. 

The Optional Membership Program is available to all members for renewal or new membership. Members in this program pay only the optional 
membership fee, which includes the Family or Single Membership. The optional membership information on this page is provided by the 
BCHW Membership Committee.  If you have any corrections or questions, please e-mail membership@bchw.org.

Lifetime Members
Mitch Baird .............................................. IND
Amanda Biles...........................................TAH
Caleb Canby ............................................ MET
Missy Day ................................................TAH
David Jackson ...........................................PSR
Kim Merrick ............................................. NIS
Heather Moorman .....................................PSR
Jim Murphy ..............................................OLY
Dave Seibel .............................................MTO
Bob Shonka .............................................. IND
Teri Starke ................................................ IND
Carol Wilcox .......................................... WEN
Teunis Wyers...........................................MTA
Pat Wyers ................................................MTA
2019 Annual Meeting Head Table
Dave & Gail Sunde .................................. FER

2018 Annual Meeting Head Table
Rick Zeleznik ........................................... TAH

2019 Benefactor Level
Dave & Gail Sunde .................................. FER
Sherry Dahlquist ......................................TDA
Tamara King & Eric Leung ..................... TDS
2019 Patron Level
George Michel ........................................LEW
Barbara Woo & Sott Bauer ......................CHC
Greg Johnston .......................................... IND
2019 Sustaining Level
Connie & Geen Baugher .........................MTA
Robert & Sheila Blakely .......................... IND
Penelope & Garry Booker ....................... IND
Mark Borden ............................................SKA
Donald & Christina Campbell ...................PIE
Mike Celestres .........................................TAH
Ron & Marty Celestres ............................TAH
Danny & Jeanie Chappel .........................RRR
Leslie Coey .............................................. IND
Stephen & Michelle Cooper ....................TAH
Patrick Dolan .......................................... MSH
Robert & Celeste Eversole ...................... NOR
Bruce & Kathy Foreman ......................... NOR
Margo Forstrom & Earl McNally ..............PIE
Dawn Graham .........................................MTO
Carrie Heltemes & Carolyn Kruckenberg LEW
Karl Kaiyala & Kathy Rafferty .............. MET
Mary Kane ...............................................TAH
Joanne Lacy & Dale Bamford ...................PIE
Sally Laib ...................................................PIE
Rob & Barbara Lathrop ........................... IND
Lori & Fred Lennox ................................ GRH

Name  Chapter Name  Chapter

Tax Deduction

Please be informed that 
membership dues, paid 
at the state as well as the 

chapter level, are tax deductible 
for the calendar year and subse-
quent years. Deduct your dues 
as a charitable contribution un-
der authority of IRC Section 170 
(assuming the person paying the 
membership dues itemizes their 
deductions when computing 
their federal net taxable income) 
or as a business deduction under 
authority of IRC Section 162 (as-
suming the person paying the 
membership dues has a “trade or 
business” and the payment of the 
membership dues is directly re-
lated to this “trade or business”). 
When making a donation, ask 
for a receipt.
 Your volunteer mileage is 
also deductible. Make copies of 
your volunteer hours logs with 

mileage for your taxes. 

For Membership Questions and Mailing List 
Address Corrections/Updates…

Please email membership@bchw.org directly!

A Gift To Honor or
In Remembrance 

Donate in memory of a friend, family, 
or loved one. To make a donation in 
their name to BCHW, please contact 

Teri Starke, BCHW Treasurer, at: 
253.709.5052 or
tstrk21@msn.com.

Teren & Norman MaCleod ......................BUC
Gerry Magnuson ......................................BUC
Mary McIntyre-Lee ................................. IND
Al & Marcy Norrbom ..............................TAH
James & Carol Oakes .............................. IND
Mary & Dennis Owens ........................... GRH
JoAnn Reider ...........................................TAH
Boyd & Mikki Sharp ............................... IND
Bob Showalter ..........................................RRR
Coco Spurway ......................................... NOR
Darrell & Kristy Wallace ....................... NOR
Louise & Peter Walton............................ NOR
Judy Warnick ...........................................CCR
Brenda & Greg Wiebe ............................MTA
JoAnn Yost .............................................. GRH

2019 Contributing Level
Earl & Dorothy Aalseth ...........................CHC
David & Carrol Bainter ...........................WIL
Andy & Debbie Bales ..............................TAH
Bonnie Bentz..............................................PIE
Sandra Boe .................................................PIE
Bart & Velma Bradshaw ......................... MET
Gene Brent ...............................................TAH
Joanna & Gil Clifton .............................. NOR
Gary & Kathy Collins ............................. MSH
Jan & Jim  Craghead ................................CCR
Thomas & Sandra Eddy ........................... IND
Ken & Pam Evans ...................................MTA
Carol Finney ........................................... MSH
Jeanne Franz ............................................BUC
Robert Gish ............................................. NOR
Peg Greiwe & Dale Kelley .........................PIE
Linda & Steve Harer ................................TAH
Judith & Bob Hoyle .................................BUC
Sharon Jenson ..........................................TAH
Tony Karniss ...........................................LEW
Tracy Ketchum .........................................TAH
Shirley Landgren ....................................MTA
Bob & Nancy Lee ....................................TAH
Kris Lenke & Dave Peterson ...................BUC
Ed & Teri Letcher ....................................TAH
Holly & Jerome Malysh .........................WHA
Jack & Colleen McDaniel ........................ IND
Paul Mellick .............................................RRR
Steve & Sandra Miller ............................ YAK
Kris Moran .............................................. GRH
Russell & Cynthia Morse ........................ IND
Jeanette & John O’Keefe ........................ MET
Sarah Pearl & Batty Sack .......................MTO
Ken & Lora Perrine ................................. IND

Name  Chapter
Sandra Rafchiek .......................................TAH
Danielle & Carlos Ramos ........................ IND
Leonard & Kathy Rolph .........................MTA
Kathy Russo ............................................. IND
Nancy Rust .............................................. MSH
Julia Seymour ........................................WHA
Helen Shewman & Larry Sammons ........BUC
Tim Surratt .............................................WHA
Gerald & Margaret Throop ....................MTA
Chris Tornow & Matt Shirley .................. IND
Rick & Phoebe Trocano .......................... MET
Patti Wible ...............................................OLY
Dick Woodfin ..........................................MTA
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Prez Sez

In the Words of Bugs Bunny,
That’s All Folks...
By Kathy Young, BCHW President

BCHW Mission Statement 
BCHW is affiliated with Back Country Horsemen of America (hereinafter “BCHA”) and there-
fore adopts the BCHA mission statement as follows: The mission of this organization shall be:

• To perpetuate the common-sense use and enjoyment of horses in America’s back country 
and wilderness.

• To work to insure that public lands remain open to recreational stock use.
• To assist the various governmental and private agencies in their maintenance and management of said resource.
• To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the wise use of the back country resource by horsemen and the general 

public commensurate with our heritage.
• To foster and encourage the formation of new chapters in the state organization.

W ell, not really. But this is my last Prez Sez col-
umn, and I am looking forward. My forward will 
be to continue to support you, the members, and 

our new President and officers in any way that I can. It’s been 
an honor and a pleasure; I hope that I have served you well as 
your President for the past 4 years. Ride on….   Kathy
 In Remembrance: James Edward Murphy, Jr., passed 
away on Sept. 3, 2019. Jim was a lifelong resident of Wash-
ington who had a passion for horses and keeping access open 
for riders in the backcountry of the state of Washington. Work-
ing alongside Ken and Carol Wilcox, he was instrumental in 
the formation of Back Country Horsemen of Washington. Jim 
served this organization in many of its capacities; as BCHW 
President, and as the founder and President of BCHW’s 
Olympic Chapter and BCHW Executive Director. He held 
packing classes at his home in Port Orchard and taught back-

country skills to BCHW members, which included building 
pack saddles. Jim led rides and work parties and was a tire-
less advocate for BCHW. 
 Jim Murphy, along with Ken Wilcox, was very involved 
in the organization of the first 4 states, [Montana, Idaho, 
Washington, and California] that in 1985 became the cur-
rent national organization, Back Country Horsemen of 
America. In 1986 Jim Murphy was elected Vice-Chairman 
of Back Country Horsemen of America. In 1987 Jim was 
elected BCHA Chairman at the convention in Lynnwood, 
Washington. 
 “It is the spirit of giving back to the organization and 
being an outstanding example to others to do the same that 
Jim exemplifies,” quote-Susie Drougas, 2011 BCHW BOD 
Lifetime Achievement Award to Jim Murphy.  
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BCHW currently has the following nominees ready to serve 
in these open leadership positions for 2020. Please consider 
the potential for your own participation next year. Nominees 

will be accepted up to and including the day of the next BCHW 
Board Meeting on 12/7/2019, when Chapter Directors will be vot-
ing. Contact Lori Lennox at llennox82@gmail.com or Mary Kane 
at ranchomariamv@gmail.com.
 

BCHW PRESIDENT 
Jason Ridlon

I joined BCHW in May of 2008 after using Google to find an 
organization that represented stock users who supported our 
national trail system. My passion and interest in the BCHW 

Mission Statement got me very involved in my then chapter, serv-
ing as President, Director, Trail Boss, and Joe Watt Canyon Prize 
Ride chairman. My interest continued to be fueled by my involve-
ment serving on the BCHW board of directors; this took me to be-
come a BCHA Director, two years as vendor chair at the BCHW 
Rendezvous followed by three years as Rendezvous Co-Chair. In 
2013, my interests in hands-on involvement and the importance 
of trail work took me to organize the first State-Wide Work Party 
[SWWP] that continues today. In 2016, my passion for deep back 
country Wilderness areas lead me to organize the first HotShot 
crew that finished a very successful event again this year. I have 
chaired the Joe Watt Canyon Ride as a BCHW State Event for 
the past four years. This successful event has generated funds to 
help meet RTP match funds and complete chapter projects. I am 
currently serving as BCHA Director, BCHW Vice President, and 
Special Projects Coordinator. I own three mules and three horses 
and spend countless hours in the saddle every year. Now married 
for 26 years to my high school sweetheart, Heather Ridlon, we 
have two children: Darrell and Rebecca. I look forward to taking 
my passion for public lands and our national trail system to a new 
level serving in the position of BCHW President if elected.    
 

BCHW VICE PRESIDENT  
Tom Conner

Tom Conner has been an active member of Back Country 
Horsemen of Washington since 2005. Positions held in the 
Lewis County Chapter include Vice President for two years, 

Trail Boss for four years, and Packing Coordinator for multiple 
years. Other volunteer work includes manning the BCHW booth 
at the Clark County Horse Expo for many years, supporting the 
BCHA National Board Meeting in 2018, and providing pack sup-
port and other work as needed for many State-Wide Work Parties. 
Tom has the experience, time, and interest to be more active in 
the leadership of BCHW next year. He is well-spoken, thoughtful, 
and brings a perspective to BCHW that is both fresh and knowl-
edgeable. Vote for Tom Conner for 2020 BCHW Vice President.

Officer Nominee Bios
By Jan Ford, BCHW Methow Valley Chapter

BCHW VICE PRESIDENT 
Rob Deboer

Rob DeBoer is currently a director from the Skagit chapter 
and lives in the foothills of the North Cascades with his wife, 
Deana. He is passionate about the outdoors and in keeping 

the trails open for all user groups. As a member of the BCHW, Rob 
has worked with multiple land agencies both public and private. 
He has experience as a director, a trail boss, on grant committees, 
and on State-Wide Work Parties, as well as leadership roles in oth-
er organizations. He has the ability to work with diverse groups 
towards a common goal while remaining open-minded. Rob’s 
understanding of technology and curiosity assist him in search-
ing out innovative and feasible solutions when problem-solving. 
Rob looks forward to meeting new people and working together to 
support the mission of the Back Country Horsemen.
   

BCHA Director Position 1
William Mckenna

After serving as the Alternate Director for BCHA, I have 
decided to run for Director Position 1. As the Alternate 
Director, I participated in two BCHA annual meetings in 

Spokane & North Carolina. In Spokane, I served as coordinator for 
the BCHW volunteers to help make the event run smoothly. It did. 
I was also appointed to the BCHA Education committee and took 
part in several conference calls over the past year. In North Caro-
lina, I sat on the Advocacy committee where the Legacy Fund was 
established. After the conference, I took part in the North Carolina 
state-wide work party with some of the other BCHW delegates. 
While I am still relatively new to BCHA, I have enjoyed the expe-
rience and feel that I can contribute. “Team Washington” seems to 
be well received by BCHA and I’m glad I stepped up. I’m ready & 
willing to continue to represent BCHW in a new capacity  
 

BCHA ALTERNATE DIRECTOR
Doug Stewart

Doug Stewart is Director for the Northeast Chapter in east-
ern Washington. Doug has been a BCHW member since 
2014, shortly after moving to Washington State. He is 

a water engineer for the Portland Water Bureau and commutes 
to Portland on a weekly basis. He and his wife, Traci, head the 
horsemanship development committee for the Northeast Chapter, 
working with youth and adults on improving horsemanship and 
backcountry skills. They live on 20 acres in Deer Park, WA with 
too many dogs and horses to count. Doug, and his chainsaw, can 
be seen on Facebook.  
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 Lifetime Achievement  _________  Desk Jockey _________
 Lopper Award  _________  Junior BCHW _________
 Camp Cook  _________  Backbone Award _________
 Trail Warrior  _________
Nominees Name  _______________________________________________________________________________________
Chapter(s)  _____________________________________________________________________________________________
Submitted by ___________________________________________________________________________________________
Chapter(s) ______________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone ______________________________________________Email ______________________________________________

Please keep in mind, all the award judges must see your presentation to do their evaluation.
The judges probably will not know the nominee personally.

Information to include in your nomination presentation:
I• In 75 words or less, give an opening statement telling why this person is deserving of special, statewide recognition 

for this specific award. 
• Then separately, on as many pages as you need, create a presentation detailing WHY this person should receive 

this award.  
• Chapters this person has belonged to and for how long
• Positions or job titles this person has held
• An estimate of his or her volunteer hours (Chapter Vol Hour Chairs can help with this)
• Awards this person has received (Outside of BCHW can be included)
• Trails or camps this person has worked on
• A little family history
• Include anything which will make your nominee stand out! (Letters of recommendation from land managers, news 

clippings, photos, etcetera.)  
 
The presentation you submit will be given to the recipient at the awards ceremony. 

Mail nomination forms with your presentation via the US Post Office to:
Mary Jo Krutak • 7904 224th St. SE, Woodinville, WA 98072

Questions: Mjkrutak@outlook.com or 425-301-2907

Must be received before Feb. 8, 2020.  Awards will be presented at the BCHW General Meeting in March. 

A ct now. Nominate a member who is making a difference 
by contributing to the BCHW mission statement. Start the 
process of gathering information for the nomination pack-

et now. February isn’t far away and can sneak up quickly. Doing 

a little at a time makes it come together easily. 
 Award categories, descriptions, list of past recipients and the 
nomination form are at www.bchw.org. Award categories are giv-
en out only once to a volunteer BCHW Member. 

Back Country Horsemen of Washington
Award Nomination Form

(one form per nominee)
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DON’T PUT IT OFF! 
Nominate & give back to a deserving 
BCHW member with an award.
By Mary Jo Krutak, BCHW Awards Committee Chair
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A t the September BCHW board meeting, the board ap-
proved a new Liability Release which was amended in 
October as the official form for use at all BCH events 

where a Liability Release is needed. It is also included with 
the 2020 Member-
ship Application.
 The new Li-
ability Release 
replaces two Li-
ability Releases 
that had been used 
in Washington. 
It corrects some 
concerns about the 
older forms and brings everyone onto the same form. Since 
it is included with the membership application, it is not nec-
essary for members to sign the Liability Release at events 
during the year. However, some chapters may continue to 
have members sign at events just so that there is no distinc-
tion between members and nonmembers at the event. For 
some events, it also provides a record of who was there.

 The Liability Release does not stop someone from taking 
action against BCH in the event of an accident. 
However, it does:
• Have the participant acknowledge the risk

• Authorizes BCHW to act

• Have participant agree to pay costs

• Have participant understand the nature of the activity

• Have participants take full responsibility of loss or death

• Have participant release BCHW, members 
 and landowners

 The Liability Release is available on the Director’s web-
site. Please review the new Liability Release and understand 
the implications and responsibilities it presents. Then, begin 
using the new Liability Release where one is needed.  

Please see form on page 7

Liability Release
By Ken Carmichael, BCHW Governance & Bylaws Committee

So many items to choose from: 
tees, sweatshirts, safety wear, decals, caps & visors, drink wear, and more! 

Shop the BCHW Store
for Christmas Gift Giving! 

Purchases support and advertise YOUR organization! Pictures and ordering information is at the 
Store link at www.bchw.org or email Store@bchw.org or call 360-482-2742

 The new Liability 
Release replaces two 
Liability Releases that 

had been used in 
Washington.
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BACK COUNTRY HORSEMEN OF WASHINGTON 
EVENT LIABILITY RELEASE       

 

      Name of Event: __________________________________________________________________ 
      Date of Event: ___________________________________________________________________ 
      Location of Event: ________________________________________________________________ 
     Name of Property Owner/Managers: _________________________________________________ 
     BCHW Representative/Title: ________________________________________________________ 
 

Read this document carefully before signing.   It affects your legal rights.  It must be signed by 
participants in this Back Country Horsemen of Washington activity. 
 

Hazards and Risks: By signing below, I acknowledge that using horses, mules, equipment and tools may 
expose myself and/or my child, if I am signing for a minor child, to hazards.  Horses or mules can 
misbehave, or flee.  Riding in open country could result in injury caused by dangerous or unstable riding 
surfaces, trail obstructions of various kinds, water crossings, wild animals, poisonous plants, extreme 
weather conditions, and other hazards.  Other risks include errors of judgement by BCHW representatives 
assisting with this activity, or the misuse or failure of equipment and tools provided, if any.  These hazards 
could result in property damage, serious physical injury, or death.   
Additional Provisions: I authorize BCHW to provide or obtain for me medical care as is considered 
necessary or appropriate and I agree to pay all costs associated with such care and related transportation.  
I agree to pay all costs and legal fees incurred by BCHW in defending a claim or suit brought by me or on 
my behalf, or on behalf of the minor for whom I sign.   
Acknowledgement, Assumption of Risk and Compensation: I understand the nature of the activities I will 
be participating in, and their risks.  I accept full responsibility for determining my own medical and 
physical ability to participate in the activities and that of my mount.  I take full responsibility for any injury 
or loss, including death, which I may suffer, arising out of these activities, whether or not described 
above, including the loss, injury or death of my animals.  I hereby release BCHW, its members and the 
land owners from any liability for any such injury or loss to me and/or my minor child, if I am signing for 
a minor child, whether stated above or not.  
 

WHEN APPLICABLE: I affirm that I attended the BCHW Tailgate Safety Briefing and that the appropriate 
Job Hazard Analysis and safety issues were discussed and understood. 
 
Signature: ___________________________ Printed: ___________________________________________ 
                                  Participant # 1                                                                                                      Date 
Signature: ___________________________ Printed: ___________________________________________ 
                                  Participant # 2                                                                                                     Date 
Emergency Contact Name: _______________________________ Telephone Number: ________________ 
                             
OPTIONAL: ____Check here if there are any medicines, allergies, medical conditions or physical 
limitations that may require assistance. 
 

Names of minor children: ________________________________________________________________ 
If under 18, and not accompanied by a parent or guardian, must have a “Permission to Treat Statement”. 
Rev. September 14, 2019 
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Our annual Legislative Day in Olympia will be Monday, 
February 17th, 2020. While this is Presidents’ Day, a 
holiday to some, it is a working day for the Legislature.   

Our thoughts are more members may be able to attend if they 
have the day off work.   
 This is the mid-biennium legislative session, typically the 
“short” session, which typically focusses on supplemental fund-
ing and policy issues. That said, there are a number of issues 
shaping up this session, such as additional funding requests for 
the public lands agencies.  There will be at least one proposal for 
Discover Pass fee and policy changes coming from the agencies, 
which we will be engaged in. We can expect some policy pro-
posed changes to land management issues dealing with wildlife 
and recreation.   
 We intend to meet again in the Washington Room in the 
Prichard Bldg., the same as last time. This turned out to be a pop-
ular place for our meeting since we could spread out, and, in spite 

of there being no windows with it being a basement room, we 
had horse and crosscut wallpaper to look at. Unfortunately, we 
can’t guarantee the location until after the session starts since 
it is a legislative general meeting room and is subject to their 
scheduling first.   However, the price is right (free) as well as the 
location.
 We try to start by 9 am, kicking off with speakers and some 
briefing on what our topics are. You will be provided with some 
handouts to take to meetings with your legislators that you will 
need to schedule ahead of time. Most important, though, is to 
have a good time and good dialog with your state representa-
tives from both houses.  From past experiences, our organiza-
tion is well appreciated by legislators for the volunteer work we 
perform, and these visits are virtually always neighborly, if not 
sometimes rushed due to committee hearing schedules. The fast 
pace can be exciting and confusing though always interesting.   
Come and join us!  ,

Legislative Day 2020

By Jeff Chapman, Legislative Chair

Some of you may have heard that I am no longer a BCHW 
National Director – because I was elected BCHA Chairman 
last April! According to BCHA’s Constitution, our Alternate 

Director Bill McKenna automatically replaced me at that time.
 So, what does that mean? First, I follow in the footsteps of 
Jim Murphy, Randy Darling, and Mike McGlenn as I try to in-
fluence BCHA toward being the coalition of states that it should 
be. Second, I can’t be as active here at home as I would like to 
be – there just isn’t enough time. I was able to join the Statewide 
Work Party in the Umatilla, and the Hotshots in the Pasayten, and 
just two chapter work parties this summer. And I packed into the 
Eagle Caps with BCH Oregon leaders to meet with Region 6 For-
est Service managers in September. But otherwise, I spend a lot of 
time on the phone and the computer!
 BCHA is moving in some good directions: The Public Lands 
Committee now meets monthly by conference call with its regional 

leaders, and those regions have their own calls every month or two. 
Washington and its west coast partners have been meeting by conference 
calls for over two years now, and the rest of BCHA is now on board.
 You have probably seen the recent e-blast that BCHA sent out 
about e-bikes: while there is certainly a place for them, and we can 
safely enjoy some trails with them, making a blanket decision that 
they are “not motorized” (!) and can go on any trail not in Wilder-
ness violated a long-standing process, and we cannot let that go 
unprotested.
 I am proud to have represented BCHW on the BCHA Board. 
Washington has set a very high standard for BCH states and is 
highly respected by the other states. In recent years, Bob Gish, 
Trygve Culp, Lori Lennox, and Jason Ridlon have been proactive 
directors: they have consistently given sage advice to BCHA and 
have steered BCHA on a productive course. We should all appreci-
ate them and thank them.  

A Note from BCHA

By Darrell Wallace, BCHA Chairman
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The Ponderosa Chapter recently completed our RTP grant. 
This was our first experience with this grant through 
Back Country Horsemen of Washington and are very ap-

preciative of the resources the grant provided. 
 Our grant was broken into two parts, both of which in-
volved work on Bureau of Land Management (BLM) proper-
ties. Both projects were a long time in the planning.
 The first project involved constructing 14 corrals at the 
Lakeview Ranch Recreation Area north of Odessa, WA. This 
is an established trailhead for great trails over approximately 
12,000 acres. An old corral system in very poor condition 
had been used to hold mustangs but was not suitable for rec-
reational stock. Before we could start the new corrals, we 
needed to tear down the interior fence and gates. We decided 
that we could salvage the 78X882 foot exterior fence. 
 In the fall of 2018, the interior fencing was torn down, a 
design was developed, and materials list created that would 
accommodate the area. With the help of a generous supplier, 
materials were purchased and hauled to a storage area for the 
winter. 
  In the spring of 2019, 13 members and guests set to work 
constructing the new corrals. Work went extremely well, and 
we finished in one long weekend. We now have 14 corrals 
that are 16X12 plus an open area within the old fence that is 
46X88 feet.
  We want to further improve this area with a CXT (Con-
crete toilet), group meeting area, and trail markers. There is 
horse water on site. 
  The second half of our RTP grant was to mark a new trail 
at Fish Trap Lake Recreation Area. Washington Trails Asso-
ciation (WTA), in conjunction with other groups, had a long-
term project to build just over 10 miles of new trail covering 
a portion of this 8000-acre property about 30 miles west of 

Spokane. Planning started in 2013. BCH was involved in the 
initial planning stages to ensure that the trail was suitable for 
horses. We also took part in some tread work. A portion of the 
trail has a great view of 190-acre Fish Trap Lake.

Ponderosa RTP Grant

By Ken Carmichael, Chair, Membership Development Committee
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Ken Carmicheal and Chuck Rice putting in the trail sign.

PHOTO BY KEN CARMICHEAL

continued on page 13
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The 18th Annual BCHW Winery Ride was a huge success, with 
close to 700 or more riders converging on Zillah, Washington.
 The number of BCHW volunteers as a whole was 

astonishing. Over 100 came through to support this important 
fundraiser for BCHW.
 While we are waiting for the financial impact, we do 
know that, at a minimum, around 2,500 bottles of wine were 
purchased and the BCHW store was very busy. We expect to 
report a banner year for earnings.
 A special acknowledgment to the original people who put 
this on for about 14 years before turning it over to BCHW. 
Amazingly, this smaller core group can accomplish so much 
and put their hearts and souls into ensuring that this event is 
a continual success. It isn’t possible to name all the talented 
folks who plan, flag, and map the trails and design and orga-
nize camping spaces on 20 acres of hay fields. The people 

parking our guests, the amazing cooks who provide the best breakfast, 
lunches, and dinners for the volunteers, recording volunteer hours, 
working with wineries, keeping over 700 registrations straight, our 
photographer, people who are building shelters, making sure we have 
places to put garbage, outhouses, tables, and chairs...the list goes on 
and on. At its core is Base Camp Manager Dave Jackson who holds all 
the pieces together.
 Many thanks to the wineries who welcome us onto their proper-
ties, making this event possible. A special shout out to Severino Cel-
lars, for without their partnership this event would never have hap-
pened. They are true believers in this event that supports the local 
wineries each year. We hope to continue having a partnership with the 
businesses in Zillah for years to come.
 The BCHW Winery Ride committee would like to thank Riding 
Warehouse for their sponsorship of this event
  The idea, the event, the people all rock… and we can drink to that!  

Thank You to the 
Participating Wineries:
Severino Cellars (in camp)

Bonair Winery
Maison de Padgett
Paradisos del Sol

Silver Lake Winery
Simcoe Creek Winery (new)

Dineen Vineyards
Two Mountain

Sheridan Vineyard (new)
Hyatt Vineyards

Van Arnam Vineyards
Knight Hill Winery

Tanjuli
J. Bell Cellars
Velen Winery

(unable to participate, but donated a gift)

1st Place
2nd Place

3rd Place

18th Annual BCHW Winery Ride
By Barbara Thomas, Mt . St . Helens BCHW Chapter

#650 – Gretchin Payne for the Circus Ring-
master and her “Tiger”, the Norwegian Fjord 
painted like a tiger.

#316 – Crystal Petersen as Hooters

#85 – Erin Boyes as the Headless
Horsewoman

#277 Michelle Taylor, #185 Marlise Dorsey 
& #305 Debbi Cribbs – for the “Wizard of 
Oz” group—Tin Man, Cowardly Lion and the 
Scarecrow

Group Award
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Thank You to the Food Volunteers 
Robin Faulk, Sarah Faye, Sherrie Janie and Paula and Donna

PHOTOS BY LLORENE BEZANSON

PHOTOS BY JIM THODE
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Leadership Training Schedule – tentative 

BCHW Memberships expire on Dec. 31, 2019. Please go to BCHW.org and join or renew today so you 
don’t miss out on the Trailhead News.  If you have any questions, issues or concerns, please don’t hesitate to 
contact me, Dana Chambers at membership.bchw@gmail.com or call 206-498-6952, I’m here for you!!

PRICING FOR OUR MEMBERSHIPS
In Addition To Chapter Dues

 Single .............................................................................. $41.00
 Family .............................................................................. $54.00
 Contributing  ..................................................................... $75.00
 Sustaining  ..................................................................... $125.00
 Patron  ........................................................................... $250.00
 Benefactor  ..................................................................... $500.00
 Lifetime (Single)  ............................................................ $1200.00

BCHW Membership Announcement
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Extra Tool Cache

G reat ideas, conversations and results occur when 
friends get together and share common concerns 
with solutions. At this year’s Rendezvous, one such 

concern was explored. 
 Jason Ridlon, BCHW Trail 
Work Coordinator, says that it’s 
important that every chapter exam-
ine and inventory our tool caches 
to limit surplus tools, make neces-
sary repairs, as well as determine 
needs. “Why should we keep buy-
ing shovels and gravel bags when 
some chapters have some (items) 
that are gathering rust?” he asks, 
although he compliments the chap-
ters that have made gravel bags and 
assorted items available to other 
chapters. Keep your own chapter 
tools in the way your chapter has been doing, surplus items 
are what is being looked at for the purpose of this article.  
 Darrell Wallace commented that many tools were origi-
nally purchased with an RTP grant back around 2005. Did 
you know that BCHW has three saddle mounted sprayers, 
which haven’t seen much use? “We all need to remind land 
managers trying to manage noxious weeds that we can sup-
port them in the back country with these devices if they sup-
ply the chemicals and a licensed applicator.” Darrell likes the 
idea of reminding chapters where tools came from in a lot 
of cases, and that we should be trying to support members/
chapters with making good use of tools already purchased 
to perform trail work. “Often chapters run into road blocks 
because of a missing tool or a piece of needed equipment. My 
point would be, do not run a sale of baked goods at a local 
store front to raise money for tools. Just ask and I am sure 
someone has already purchased them, and that you could use 
another chapters tool to complete your project.”  Utilize the 

funds from RTP Grants for trail supplies, limit new tool pur-
chases.
 Executive Director, Nicole Sedgwick shares, “My under-
standing is the only thing we need to worry about keeping 

track of where it is, if it was bought 
with RTP money, is things that cost 
more than $500.  So shovels and 
such should not matter.  That is a 
great idea to have a central cache 
for others to “shop” at for their 
chapters.”  An accurate, current in-
ventory of all tools is desired.
 At the 2019 Rendezvous, 
the motion for obtaining a storage 
unit did pass; this is a centralized 
location for surplus tools, paper-
work (IRS required retention doc-
uments etc.), equipment, and other 

BCHW items needing to be kept together to alleviate the stor-
age of BCHW property scattered among private homes.
 What are some of your ideas for sharing tools, maintain-
ing inventories and equipment? See you on the trails. Susan 
Heiser, Tahoma Chapter  

By Susan Heiser, Tahoma Chapter (Darrel Wallace, Jason Ridlon, Nicole Sedgwick) 

  Our RTP project included marking the trail with car-
sonite signposts. We worked with WTA to identify the 
exact location of the trail and post locations. After laying 
the posts out along the trail, we used a mule to carry the 
post pounder to install the posts. We also put identifying 
stickers on the posts to show direction and identify the 
trail as the north or south loop. Inland Empire Chapter 
(IEBCH) helped with this portion of the work. 
  Fish Trap is a very popular multi-purpose area with 
several trailheads accessing the new trail. The cooperat-
ing organizations and BLM have created an ideal recre-
ational area. A large article in the Spokesman Review 
features the new trail and Back Country Horsemen is 
mentioned as a contributor. Steve Smith, BLM’s Spo-
kane-based recreation manager, said now the trails need 
visits and wear from hooves, fat tires, and feet to keep 
them tramped out and visible. 
  BLM has several large properties in eastern Washing-
ton. They have been a great partner on many projects, and 
we look forward to expanding equestrian opportunities.  

Ponderosa RTP Grant
continued from page 9
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NEW RATES!

Trail Work Parties
By Chrissie Tomlin, Yakima Valley Chapter

Excuses
• I’m not certified for chainsaw or crosscut work.

• I don’t feel safe using equipment that I don’t normally use.

• My horse doesn’t do well with lots of other horses around or 
my horse doesn’t go through water, mud, or like mosquitos 
(who does?)

• I’m not strong enough or skilled and would feel like I don’t 
belong.

Possibilities
• If you can’t operate a chainsaw, you can always make a cross-

cut saw sing – best sound ever.

• If you aren’t qualified on crosscut, you can crosscut with 
someone who is a certified sawyer.

• If you can’t crosscut, you can use a shovel and get dirt and 
rocks for a burrito bridge.

• If you can’t use a shovel, you can use loppers to clear branch-
es.

• If you can’t use loppers, you can rake the trail of debris

• If you can’t use a rake, you can be the safety lookout for the 
sawyers or stop other trail users from proceeding until it is 
clear to do so at either end.

• If you can’t be a lookout person, you can walk (or ride) fur-
ther up the trail and come back and tell the crew how much 
farther the next work site is.  This will determine if everyone 
mounts up or just walks up.

• If you can’t scout up the trail, you can pass out water and 
make sure everyone stays hydrated & give encouragement.

• If you can’t haul water, you can hold horses for others (if ty-
ing up isn’t a possibility, such as in a burn out area).

• If you can’t hold horses, you can stay at camp and prepare food 
for the crew.  I still remember a certain Forest Service hero 
who manually cranked an ice cream maker for over 30 minutes 
as a special surprise.  Yup, ice cream in the wilderness!

• If you can’t cook, you can be the “Leave No Trace” person 
and make sure camp is better than when everyone got there.

 Still think you’re not valuable?  I have never been on a work 
party where I didn’t want more people.  The more people, the 
easier it is on everyone.  Did you know that you can bring your 
family and friends too?  They don’t have to be a member to vol-
unteer and the best part is their hours still count.  All you have to 
do is get a release form signed.   
 But I think the best reason to volunteer for work parties on 
trails (besides our Mission Statement) is it is the most rewarding 
and instant gratification to realize that what you first walked up on 
and thought, “we can’t get this done,” to the overwhelming pride 
of “WE DID IT!”  
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By Lu Young, Ferry County Chapter

Our Ferry County Chapter has a goal in our Colville 
Forest that is to assist the Forest by improving trails 
and trailheads. We can travel many miles with our 

pack stock and saws to keep the Colville Forest trails open, 
and we are always ready when we are needed to pack or assist 
in clearing trails in our forest. This year we were asked if we 
would like to help build corrals at one of our favorite places, 
Jungle Hill.
 Jungle Hill campground has been our “headquarters” for 
our annual “Ride the High Country” the last weekend in July. 
At our ride, we enjoy showing riders from all over the state the 
spectacular backcountry of the Colville Forest. When we were 
asked if we would like to build some corrals at this site, we 
couldn’t wait to get started. 
 While setting up for our work party at the campground on 
Saturday, September 7th, we met some folks at the camp area 
traveling with their horses from Minnesota to California. Later 
that day, we met a couple from Idaho riding their mules on the 

forest trails. This area, we found, is used not only by us but by 
riders from all over. The trail riders we met were happy to see 
us building a corral in that campground.
 Our turnout of volunteers was amazing. Ten people showed 
up to work on this project. Trail Boss, Lesa Gregory, orga-
nized our group of volunteers, and we were underway. Chapter 
Director, George Young, dug the holes with his tractor’s au-
ger and members hoisted the posts and began tampering them 
down. With a good turnout of volunteers and a perfect day, we 
installed the rails and gates to finish our project in just one day!  
 Plans for the future for our chapter will be to help upgrade 
our camp areas in the Colville Forest. We are proud to say we 
now have a new project that we will be working on in the future 
on the West side of the Forest. We will be working on a park-
ing area for our Maple Mountain Trail. We met this week with 
the superintendents of the Colville Forest Service at our Maple 
Mountain trail to plan a pull-through parking area for our trail-
ers. We’re getting things done here in Ferry County!  

Building a Corral at Jungle Hill

The finished corral. Members George Young Lori Robinson and  
Lesa Gregory.

The finished corral.
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ATTENTION!

Please email your articles (700 word maximum) and 3 or 4 photos with caption and photo 
byline to thn@bchw.org as soon as possible.

Content Deadline for the January/
February 2020 Newsletter is December 1st

You can send articles, photos and calendar
of events early!

Cover Photos can be sent anytime, 8x10 Vertical orientation is best (300 dpi) .
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By Marilyn Pineda, BCHW Skagit Chapter

Skagit Chapter’s year has been filled with monthly work 
parties; supporting the Statewide Work Party in the Blue 
Mountains; hosting yet another Prize Ride and Tack Sale at 

the Les Hilde Trailhead; helping the Hot Shot Work Party in the 
Pasayten Wilderness; hosting a community outreach camp out at 
Les Hilde Trailhead; building a stock ford to cross Rocky Creek 
above Schrieber’s Meadow; and providing pack string services 
for Washington Trails Association on trails in the Mount Baker 
Recreation Area.
 Rounding out the list of events for 2019, Skagit Chapter 
hosted a special series of meals and trail rides for Jason and Jen-
nifer Allen, winners of the “Ride Our Part of the State” donated to 
BCHW for the 2019 Rendezvous back in March!
 Riding Our Part of the State started with a fantastic Dutch 
oven dinner on Sunday night, provided by Rob and Deana De-
Boer. The gourmet menu for the evening’s meal was extensive: 
Brisket to dream of later; smoked chicken; beans that were out 
of this world; a potato dish that was beyond description; salad 
and beer batter bread with dill added to make your eyes roll in 
pleasured delight. I sure hope I didn’t forget anything! Several 
choices of wine to go with dinner were also available, and it was 
all topped off with dark chocolate pudding cake for dessert! Jerry 
Pearson had a nice fire going in the pit just outside the shelter and 
everyone enjoyed a relaxing evening with their favorite beverage 

while getting to know each other and discussing the trails that the 
next day would bring.
 Monday morning was greeted by Rich Ruhl and everything he 
had brought for breakfast. Jason and Jennifer were delighted by the 
development of a hearty Dutch oven production featuring Mountain 
Man breakfast casserole and biscuits, topped with homemade rasp-
berry jam; a couple of different loaves of banana bread and a great 
fruit tray; accompanied with orange juice and coffee. Hyden McK-
own from the local DNR office joined us, and part of the morning’s 
conversation couldn’t help but fall into work-related topics as Rich 
and Hyden discussed trail projects being planned for the monthly 
work party scheduled for the following Saturday.
 Monday’s weather cooperated by offering charming windows of 
time for riding between rain showers. Jason and Jennifer hailed from 
Ellensburg and other dryer environments before that, so they thor-
oughly enjoyed the lush green wooded trails and the bountiful patches 
of moss hanging from so many trees here in Our Part of the State! 
Colors of fall were starting to show, glistening in wetness from earlier 
showers and illuminated by intermittent rays of sunshine through the 
trees. Jerry Pearson provided all sorts of conversation and trivia on the 
Harry Osborne forest lands throughout the ride.
 Lunch was provided by yours truly upon the perfect timing of 
our return to camp after several hours of riding. The black clouds 
above our hill opened up and rained just as we were gathering in 
the shelter for a nice big sandwich bar of deli meats and cheeses 
with all the trimmings. Coming back to the campfire after lunch 
gave a perfect conclusion to the Our Part of the State event, as 
the rest of the time was spent with more relaxing and socializing, 
winding down before camping one more night and heading home 
on Tuesday morning.
 Based on how things went for Skagit Chapter at this year’s 
“Ride Our Part of the State,” I would HIGHLY recommend keep-
ing an eye out for it at the BCHW 2020 Rendezvous! In fact, I 
will confess the ultimate objective of rendering such a detailed de-
scription of how well things came together for all of this is to en-
tice you to look for Skagit Chapter’s event donation at the BCHW 
2020 Rendezvous and consider bidding on what we have to offer. 
Perhaps YOUR chapter will be inspired and will consider donat-
ing and hosting one of these events if it isn’t already doing so. It’s 
a great way to share our spaces!  

Ride Our Part of the State
PHOTOS BY MARILYN PINEDA

Justin and Jennifer Allen enjoying Dutch oven dinner

Rob and Deana DeBoer preparing gourmet 
Dutch oven dinner

Jerry Pearson explaining woodland points of 
interest

Rich Ruhl cooking Dutch oven breakfast
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By Leah Smith, Member of Multiple BCHW Chapters

As a forty-year resident of Washington, I never traveled be-
yond Oregon for horse camping. That limitation ended last 
year when I took my first four-week adventure to South 

Dakota. After dipping my toes into the deep ocean, of multi-state 
travel with my horse, I have since been on other trips, ranging 
from three to five weeks. Traveling with my horse has been a 
dream come true, and an accomplishment I never thought pos-
sible, especially since I travel alone.
 Photography is my hobby. Posting pictures on Facebook is a 
way to share my “incurable wanderlust” set free with retirement! 
Judging from friends’ Facebook comments, it’s become apparent 
the desire to travel with horses is a dream of many equine enthu-
siasts! People have expressed the same reluctance I initially had 
to attempt such a huge endeavor and some feel it’s unattainable. 
Admittedly, cross-state travel with a horse is not for everyone. 
However, with tips for getting started, some would venture out!
 It’s daunting to aim your rig down the interstate to unfamil-
iar places, hauling the precious cargo of your trusty steed, while 
feeling apprehensive about the unknown. So how does one turn 
the anticipated trip from intimidating to inviting? I’m no expert 
but, through my experience, I’ve found certain preparations have 
enabled me to move beyond my comfort zone and embrace the 
adventure! Spontaneous personalities may find it restrictive to 
pre-plan but, for people like me, advanced planning is the key 
to an exhilarating, carefree vacation! Below are suggestions and 
steps I take that allow me to relax and travel to breathtaking des-
tinations!!
 First, decide where you want to go. Once determined, contact 
your vet about required health certificate(s) and coggin’s. Some 
vets also do brand inspections. Or you can call the Department of 
Agriculture for certified brand inspectors.
 Plan your route using tools like Google Maps. How many 
miles you drive each day is a personal preference or dictated by 
other commitments. As a solo driver, I reduce fatigue by limit-
ing my days to approximately 300 miles. Stress can compromise 
the immune system. Shorter drives may reduce stress. Your horse 
may get exposed to unknown illnesses, so maintaining a strong 

immune system, with adequate rest, is important. It’s also advis-
able to stay up to date on your horse’s vaccinations.
 Next, research locations of feed stores, and locate overnight 
stops along your route. Focus on finding overnight places that 
are spaced as closely as possible to the number of daily miles 
you want to drive. There are internet directories for horse hotels 
and motels, which list facilities and private residences that allow 
overnight stays for travelers with stock. Other options are county 
fairgrounds and horse camps. If time permits, consider adding 
to your adventure by camping a few days at horse camps along 
your route.
 After identifying overnight options, contact each facility. 
Inquire if there will be room for your stock on the date(s) you’re 
passing through. Depending on your circumstances, ask rig size, 
and the number of rigs they can accommodate. Are there hook-
ups or only dry camping? Are reservations or advance notice 
needed, at what cost? Are there bathrooms and showers? If the 
facility matches your needs, then ask for detailed directions. 
GPS systems and Google maps can sometimes be misleading!
 To finalize plans, create an itinerary to include dates, destina-
tions, addresses, mileage, contact phone numbers, and pertinent 
information. I also print a copy for my husband, so he knows 
my daily routes and destinations. That’s especially helpful when 
there’s no cell service. Then I prepare a three-ring binder with 
my itinerary, horse’s travel papers, and other useful information, 
inserted into sheet protectors.
 Travel is not without risk. As a precaution, have your truck 
and trailer thoroughly checked over before leaving. Carry road-
side assistance insurance like USRider and/or AAA. Cellular ser-
vice isn’t everywhere, so for emergencies, I have a satellite phone, 
or you might consider a satellite messaging device.
 Unexpected problems are never fun and there’s a learning 
curve. However, you can reduce the opportunity for unwanted 
surprises by researching, pre-planning, preparing, and arming 
yourself with an itinerary, reservations, and emergency resources. 
Is traveling with your horse, to incredible places, on your bucket 
list? Then go for it!!  

Traveling With Horses

Riding in Grand Teton National Park, Wyoming View of Hebgen Lake, Montana
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The Enchanted Valley Chalet is the 
last structure of its type within the 
Olympic National Park. The chalet was 

constructed by Quinault Valley residents 
in the early 1930s, prior to establishment 
of Olympic National Park (ONP). Located 
on the East Fork Quinault River Trail, 
Enchanted Valley is 13 miles from the nearest 
road. According to the Washington Trails 
Association, hundreds of hikers visit the 
valley each year, making it one of the most 
popular trails in the southeast portion of ONP.
 The Enchanted Valley Chalet served 
several decades as a back country lodge and, 
more recently, as a wilderness ranger station 
and emergency shelter.
 It was added to the National Register of 
Historic Places in 2007 for its association with 
the “recreational development of the wild and 
remote interior of the Olympic Mountains,” 
according to the Washington Trust for Historic Preservation.
 Unfortunately, the valley is an active flood plain, with loose 
soil that lends itself to sometimes drastic shifts in the river’s course 
during seasonal flooding.
 By January 2014, the riverbank had migrated from 10 feet 
away the previous year, to within 18 inches of the chalet.
 Shortly afterward, the chalet was cantilevered precariously 
over the riverbank.
 Although the chalet is a solid historic structure, built of ce-
dar logs with tongue-and-groove construction and eight bedrooms, 
the decision to move the building was made only to protect the 
Quinault River and its related resources and river processes.
 Officials responsible for respecting the park’s ecology were 
concerned that dangerous chemicals could leach into the water, 
harming the fi sh, if the building were allowed to fall into the river.
 To provide ONP time to consider whether there was a long-
term solution, an emergency action environmental assessment 
(EA) determined to temporarily move the chalet approximately 
100 feet from the bank of the river, in an effort to protect the river 
from environmental harm.
 Jeff Monroe, of Monroe House Mover in Carlsborg, offered to 
move the chalet and was hired by the National Park Service (NPS) 
in September 2014.
 The chalet would be picked up and slid along steel rods, then 
placed on temporary footings. Normally, doing this would require 
large equipment, but because the chalet is in the park, Monroe 
would have to adhere to the Wilderness Act of 1964.
 The Wilderness Act states that agencies must use the minimum and 
least disturbing method of tools to carry out work in the wilderness.
 With very few exceptions, this means no motorized equip-
ment, roads or other structures.

  By the regulations of the Wilderness Act, 
mules still are considered an acceptable “tool” 
for wilderness shelter maintenance.
  To carry out regular maintenance, ONP has 
approximately 20 mules in Sweets Field in the 
Elwha Valley.
  Three seasonal mule packers work all sum-
mer, packing tools and equipment for the park’s 
seasonal trail crews, who keep trails open and 
maintained all summer.
 But the chalet’s Historic Places listing didn’t ex-
empt its workers from following the Wilderness Act.
  Knowing most of the work would need to be 
done with pack animals and manual labor, Mon-
roe contacted Sherry and Larry Baysinger, a mar-
ried couple who works as licensed and insured in-
dependent contractors packing mules. They offer 
guided pack trips and horseback rides into ONP.
 “Some people wonder why we pack mules in-
stead of horses,” Sherry Baysinger said. “Gener-

ally speaking, mules are tougher than horses. They rarely have 
soundness issues when working on steep mountain trails.”
 Talks began on how the project would play out. Monroe and 
the Baysingers anticipated at least 14 days with a crew of eight to 
15 people would be necessary to move the building. That meant 
a lot of food and shelter gear would be needed, in addition to the 
hand tools and other equipment.
 The Baysingers contacted Sara Woodward, of Joyce, and 
asked her to come along as a cook and packer. Prior to starting 
the project, Woodward accompanied Larry Baysinger and Mon-
roe on an initial pack trip to survey the technicalities of moving 
the chalet. Monroe put together a list of equipment needed.
 The biggest problem was the set of steel beams (called 
“skids”), which weighed upward of 1,200 pounds, required for 
sliding the chalet to its new location.
 As the beams were too heavy to pack in via mule, Monroe 
had to petition the park for permission to use a helicopter. In 
2004, the Olympic Park Associates, Wilderness Watch and Pub-
lic Employees for Environmental Responsibility filed and won a 
lawsuit against Olympic National Park for its plans to use heli-
copters to fly in two replacement shelters, because of the distur-
bance helicopters cause for birds and other wildlife.
 Still, the park decided that the weight of the beams qualified 
use of a helicopter as a “minimum requirement for the adminis-
tration of the area,” per the Wilderness Act.
 It agreed to provide Monroe helicopter support for two days to fly 
in the beams and other materials that could be loaded with the beams, 
including nuts, bolts, shims, cribbing, hammers, nails and screws, plus 
cases of Ivory and Fels-Naptha bar soap to “grease” the skids.

Respecting the Wilderness
Enchanted Valley Chalet Caught Between Man and Nature
By Christi Baron, Peninsula Daily News

Crew member receiving a load of 
supplies from the helicopter.
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 The helicopter size and time of flight was restricted because 
of the endangered marbled murrelet, which flies to the ocean to 
get food for its chicks during early and late hours of the day dur-
ing breeding season.

Trials On The Trail
 Keeping food cold and livestock contained were the two big-
gest obstacles. A small chest freezer in a horse trailer, powered by 
a generator, took care of the food and a temporary containment 
area for the mules was set up.
 Also along to help the Baysingers were Mike McCracken and 
their friend Al Chapman, who arrived with three mules that would be 
used for the initial pack in. Right away, one of the mules escaped.
 “On the morning that we are all set to start loading mules, 
Al’s ‘free mule,’ a mule recently given to him, managed to slip 
her halter and took off down the road,” Sherry Baysinger wrote in 
her diary. While Larry Baysinger and Woodward stayed focused 
on weighing loads for seven mules, McCracken, Chapman and 
Sherry Baysinger set out to retrieve the escaped mule.
 “Mules hate being alone, and they really love their feed, so it 
was only a matter of time before a bucket of feed led her back to 
the corral,” Sherry Baysinger wrote.
 In addition to animals being less easy to control than machinery, 
trail riding has its hazards — hikers and bees often are to blame. “Many 
of the people we meet on the trail have no clue about livestock,”
 Sherry Baysinger wrote. “It’s extremely difficult for a packer 
leading a long string of mules to back up
or turn around.” The rules of trail etiquette are clear: Stock has 
the right of way.
 Some hikers think they can out-walk the mules and try to stay 
ahead instead of just finding a good spot to get out of the way.
Between the hikers who wouldn’t yield and the usual challenges of 
working with a large group of people and animals, progress was slow.
 The first day, it was nearly dark by the time they arrived with 
the first muleload of gear.
 Although the group’s transportation methods were primitive, 
their work camp was less so. “Our camp set up at Enchanted
Valley was deluxe in comparison to most of our backcountry 
camps,” Sherry Baysinger wrote. “There was an outhouse with 
a great view of the valley between the boards.” There was also a 
water spigot fed by a nearby creek. Once the crews really started 
working, Larry Baysinger made trips to the Amanda Park store, 
using the mules to pack in cases of Red Bull, Pepsi and other 
drinks that were kept cold for the crew.

Further Challenges
 With a good night’s rest from their long hike in, Monroe and 
his house-moving crew wasted no time getting started on the chalet.
 Shortly after work began, however, word came via radio from 
Monroe’s crew members at the landing zone that the helicopter 
pilot had started to fly the 1,200-pound steel beams and was not 
comfortable with the weight.
 In response to this news, there was a huge scramble to find a 
contractor in the Hoquiam/Aberdeen area to cut the steel.
 This also meant more helicopter flights would be needed, 

which would add considerable cost to the project.
 The additional funding was approved, and then a small mira-
cle happened.
 There was a contractor driving piling to make logjams for a 
salmon-enhancing program on the Quinault River.
 He agreed to cut the steel beams for the crew with his cutting 
torches. “It’s hard to describe the frantic work that continued from 
daylight until dark as the house-moving crew continued to pre-
pare the chalet for the move, stopping only to eat or to get another 
load of supplies being flow in by the helicopter,”
 Sherry Baysinger wrote. “Inside walls were braced with 2- by 
4- by 10-foot studs, and on Saturday they ‘picked’ the house.”
“Picked” is a house movers’ term for lifting the house in prepara-
tion for moving it.
 When the chalet was picked, several large chunks of the riv-
erbank caved in, and large pieces of the concrete foundation that 
had been hanging over the edge fell over the bank.
 It’s not often people are required to work together like this, 
with hand tools and hard labor.
 Sherry Baysinger reflected in her diary on the camaraderie 
they developed while moving the chalet.
 “Most of us had never worked together or even really known 
each other before this project,” Sherry Baysinger wrote.
 “We have become a team of friends, working toward one goal: 
To move the chalet to safe ground away from the Quinault River. 
It’s what we all would like to see in our country.” By the time the 
crew finished, the chalet was sitting 100 feet from the bank.
 To see the September 2014 Chalet move in fast motion, check out 
the ONP’s time-lapse photos of the chalet move at bit.ly/ChaletMove.

Final Fate Of The Chalet
 In a phone call with Christina Miller, the planning and com-
pliance program manager for ONP, she explained that the chalet has 
remained on its steel beam supports, unmoved, while ONP waits 
for regional director approval to release the Final Disposition of the 
Enchanted Valley Chalet Environmental Assessment.
 “The site flood hazards survey was completed by our regional 
fluvial geomorphologist [someone who studies rivers and how they 
change the landscape] in September 2017,” Miller wrote in follow-
up correspondence. “We received the final report in April 2018.”
 The report noted that the average rate of erosion here (the 
area surrounding the chalet) is 5.1 meters per year and the entire 
terrace is anticipated to be gone in 10-20 years.
 “Since the chalet was moved 100 feet in 2014, the Quinault 
River has continued to eat away at the bank and continues to move 
nearer the chalet again,” Miller wrote. “At the end of May 2019, 
the river bank was 5 feet from the nearest corner of the structure 
and 10 feet from the nearest support beam.” At the current rate 
of erosion in the valley, there is no location for the chalet to be 
preserved in perpetuity.
 The complete results of the environmental assessment and com-
panion hazards report are anticipated to be available this summer. No 
determination as to the fate of the chalet has yet been published.
 If NPS decides to dismantle or relocate the chalet, a mule 
team could be called on once again to complete the work in ac-
cordance with the Wilderness Act.  

~Reprinted with permission
from the Peninsula Daily News Summer Supplement

Respecting the Wilderness
continued from page 18
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The Meeting was called to order by President Kathy Young at 
9:00 a.m.  Roll Call attendance was taken. Independents and 
Wenatchee Valley were excused and Inland Empire and Mt 

Adams were absent. A quorum was established and the agenda 
was adopted as amended.

Meeting Minutes from the 2nd Quarter Board of Directors’ Meet-
ing were adopted as published and Danny Chappel was thanked 
for taking the minutes at the meeting on June 15th.

Kathy Young noted the passing of several well-known BCHW 
members since the last board meeting: Teunis Wyers, Mt Adams 
Chapter; Jim Murphy, BCHA National Chair and BCHW; Bernice 
Kloewer, Lewis County Chapter; and Dick Bailey, Scatter Creek 
Riders Chapter.

Officer and Committee Reports followed.   Officers and Com-
mittee chairs post their reports for Directors to read prior to the 
meeting and then Directors have the opportunity to ask any unan-
swered questions during the report time at the meeting.
During the Executive Committee report, Kathy Young noted that 
she met with Joel Sisolak, Washington Dept. of Fish and Wildlife; 
Lands, Planning, Recreation and Outreach Section re: WDFW’s 
objective to make WDFW properties more user friendly.  Quincy 
Lakes planning begins December 2019 – a BCHW representative 
needs to be on the advisory committee; since this area is impor-
tant. Kathy will attend the initial field trip/meeting on September 
20th.

During the Treasurer/Budget report, Teri Starke responded to 
questions and explained new donation forms. She also outlined 
the importance of attendance by Chapters at training for fund-
raiser committees and Treasurers. Teri asked that chapters bill 
quarterly (at a minimum) for grant reimbursements to prevent 
cash flow problems. Under Ways & Means & Calendars, Teri re-
minded Directors that pictures are needed for the calendar and 
should be sent to Terry Crawford by February 1st .

Winery Ride update was given by Barb Thomas. Prizes, advertis-
ing, volunteer needs, and attendance were outlined. 

Grants report was explained by Nicole Sedgwick. There were no 
questions from Directors.

BCHA involvements since the last BCHA meeting were outlined 
by Jason Ridlon. There was interest in BCHA developing an app 

for reporting volunteer hours. The Department of Interiors e-bike 
decision is being monitored closely.  The revised NEPA position 
was explained by Jeff Chapman, Buckhorn Range.

Special Projects, Jason Ridlon, reported that the Statewide Work 
Party 2019 was completed and updated Directors on statewide 
collaborative projects completed this summer throughout the 
state. Danny Chappel thanked everyone for the Statewide Work 
Party on behalf of Rattlesnake Ridge Riders.

Membership Development, Ken Carmichael, wrote an article for 
THN to encourage members to renew in October.

Governance & Bylaws, Ken Carmichael, wrote an article for the 
THN to explain bylaws. Ken can review chapter bylaws if re-
quested.

Legislative, Jeff Chapman, told Directors about the VIP ride on 
the peninsula. Grizzly Bear lawsuit was explained. E-bike poli-
cy was explained: status of each government agency policy and 
“throttles”. Kathy Young explained that trails were opened to e-
bikes without public comment in Tahoe National Forest in Cali-
fornia.

Executive Director, Nicole Sedgwick, report was posted and there 
were no questions.

Rendezvous, Nicole Sedgwick, explained this year’s theme is 
“Working Together We Get More Done”. Registration for Ren-
dezvous will be open to the public through YM.  She asked chap-
ters to sign up for a 15, 30, or 60 minute session to talk about 
collaboration with other organizations. Lu Young, Ferry County 
Chapter explained that chapter displays will be judged by WTA. 

BCHW Store was open by Lori Lennox.

Volunteer Hours, Louise Caywood, reminded Directors to have 
Volunteer Hours Coordinators turn in hours as the Volunteer 
Hours year approaches an end in September. Nicole Sedgwick 
announced that a single field sheet that works for both grants and 
BCHW volunteer hours is now available. There was discussion 
about the combo sheet. Directors were asked to direct questions 
about a combo sheet to Deb Wesselius and Nicole.  

Awards, Mary Jo Krutak, report was posted and Kathy Young re-
minded everyone to nominate volunteers for awards.

BCHW 3rd Quarter 2018 Board of 
Directors’ Meeting, Business Meeting 
– September 14, 2019
Ellensburg, WA at the KVEC – Armory Building

By Janelle Wilson, BCHW Secretary

continued on page 21
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Safety, Chuck Regimbal, reported on 3 incidents reports this year 
and reminded Directors to have individuals complete reports 
(available on-line) if someone gets hurt in a significant way. He 
also gave Directors a homework assignment – how is medical and 
contact information shared (or not) on chapter rides, etc?  Chuck 
was wearing a straw cowboy hat (cowboy hat riding helmet).

Membership, Dana Chambers, report was posted. There was an 
11.14% increase in memberships since last year. October 1st be-
gins sign up for 2020 – with membership forms and renewal let-
ters available, Directors were asked to encourage signing up on-
line through YM.

Sawyer Program -  Lori Lennox mentioned that 501c3 Determina-
tion Letter should get Chapters the Stihl or Huskavarna bid assist 
price of 20-25% off for their tool cache purchases.

LNT, Louise Caywood, reminded everyone to turn volunteer 
hours and announced that four Regional LNT display kits are be-
ing developed from the Education Grant.

Publicity/THN - brochures were available.

Website/Social Media - Kathy Young asked that when spam 
emails come requesting money on her behalf, notify Jim Thode, 
webmaster, so that he can block them. Lori Lennox passed the 
Webmaster list for Directors to update and asked that chapters 
“share” events with BCHW. 

Education, Kim Merrick, provided a tentative 2020 schedule for 
Leadership Training, which is for EVERYONE – not just leaders. 
A First Aid & CPR class for $15 on the Friday before or the Sun-
day after is being explored.

Unfinished Business followed the committee reports.
Regarding the Liability Release Form, Directors voted to adopt 
one as the official form to be used at BCHW chapter and state 
events. Under new business, they voted to modify the language 
on the form. This form replaces the current two.

Mary Kane reported for the Nominating Committee. The follow-
ing nominations were made: President – Jason Ridlon, Indepen-
dents; Vice President – Rob DeBoer, Skagit, and Tom Conner, 
Lewis County; BCHA Director 1 – Bill McKenna, Whatcom; and 
Alternate BCHA – Doug Stewart, Northeast. Additional nomina-
tions were requested and there weren’t any.

Donation Envelopes and Donation Business Cards were available 
for Directors. Directors were asked to report results to Teri Starke 
for these pilot programs.

New Business followed.
Directors voted to accept the Northwest Horse Source contract for 
one-year (2020).
Directors approved hiring Adept Accounting to do the bookwork 
for BCHW.  They also voted to move ahead with the credit card 
proposal.
Directors voted to approve a modified cooperative agreement 
with Washington State Parks.
Directors elected to re-register the BCHW trademark with the 
State of Washington with 3 classifications for a 5-year period 
(2019-2024) and also to register the BCHW logo.

Good of the Order and Announcements followed.
Insurance, Patti Carmichael, announced that the renewal will be 
October 1st with no changes.

North Summit Horse Camp, Mary Pat Bauman, distributed an up-
date. October 5th is ribbon cutting for first 6 sites.

Teanaway Survey, Kathy Young, urged everyone who rides this 
area to complete the usage survey for recreation in the Teanaway 
and share www.cwu.edu/geog/upper-yakima-basin

Camp Cook Chair Presentation, Jason Ridlon, presented Kim 
Merrick with a reclining pink camo camp chair after explaining 
that hers is usually missing when she needs it.

Olympic BCHW Western Dream Ride – may be given up. See 
Olympic Chapter if interested in taking this over in later part of 
July.

Lifetime Membership, Dave Siebel, announced that he and his 
wife are moving to Ohio in the Spring. He presented a check for a 
Lifetime Membership to BCHW.

Joe Watt Canyon Ride, Kathy Young, reported that the project 
proposals are due for the next Board meeting and a chair to help 
run the event is needed.

Meeting was adjourned at 2:05 p.m.  

Directors’ Meeting and Business Meeting
continued from page 20

Be sure to shop at
Amazon Smile with 
Back Country
Horsemen of
Washington as your 
charity of choice!
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Ellensburg, WA 98926-1132

4th QTR BCHW Board of Directors’ meeting
 Saturday, December 7, 2019 
 Kittitas Valley Event Center
 901 E 7th Ave, Ellensburg, WA
 Exec Director Nicole Sedgwick
 360-640-1495 • bchwexec@bchw.org
Annual Leadership Training  
 Saturday, January 25, 2020 – Zillah
 Kittitas Valley Event Center
 901 E 7th Ave, Ellensburg, WA
 See page 12 for more information
BCHW Legislative Day  
 Monday, February 17, 2020 
 Olympia, WA
Rattlesnake Ridge Riders
Chili Feed Ride/Fundraiser
 Sunday, March 8, 2020
 First Ride Out: 10:00 am SHARP
 Horn Rapids Park
 115803 SR 225, Benton City
 Starts at 7:00 am
 Lunch: Provided
 Camping: Very Limited
 Cost: $15.00 per person • $50.00 family of 4
 Paul Mellick: 509-528-3600
 rrrbchw.info@yahoo.com
2020 Rendezvous 
 Friday-Sunday, March 20-22, 2020
 Kittitas Valley Event Center
 901 E 7th Ave, Ellensburg, WA
 Exec Director Nicole Sedgwick
 360-640-1495 • bchwexec@bchw.org

1st QTR BCHW Board of Directors’ meeting
 Saturday, March 21, 2020 
 Kittitas Valley Event Center
 901 E 7th Ave, Ellensburg, WA
 Exec Director Nicole Sedgwick
 360-640-1495 • bchwexec@bchw.org
Joe Watt Ride
 Saturday, May 16, 2020 
 Ellensburg
 360-640-1495 • bchwexec@bchw.org
2nd QTR BCHW Board of Directors’ meeting
 Saturday, June 20, 2020 
 Kittitas Valley Event Center
 901 E 7th Ave, Ellensburg, WA
 Exec Director Nicole Sedgwick
 360-640-1495 • bchwexec@bchw.org
State Wide Work Party
 Friday-Thursday, July 3-8, 2020 
3rd QTR BCHW Board of Directors’ meeting
 Saturday, September 19, 2020 
 Kittitas Valley Event Center
 901 E 7th Ave, Ellensburg, WA
 Exec Director Nicole Sedgwick
 360-640-1495 • bchwexec@bchw.org
19th Annual Winery Ride
 Saturday, October 31, 2020  – Zillah
 for more information email:
 bchwwinerywineryride@gmail.com
 

Note: The BCHW Trailhead News represents as many events as possible; however, it makes no guarantees an event will be published. 
The calendar of events is  subject to change. Please check with ride contact for most updated information. Please send calendar corrections 
to: bchw@wamedia.com.

Be sure to: • Contact the ride host to check for updates on the event.  •  Check to see if dogs are welcome.
FREE Listing on BCHW Chapter Events Calendar

Example
Your Chapter Ride or Event Must Be Open To 
All BCHW Members To Have A FREE Listing 
Lines in the listing have a  
maximum character count of 32, 
including spaces. Please keep this 
in mind. 
Please submit the following information with 
your event listing to bchw@wamedia.com.

Chapter Name ____________________________
Name of Ride ____________________________
Date ____________________________________
First Rider Out ____________________________
Location _________________________________
Register __________________________________
Lunch ____________________________________
Name of Pass Required (if needed) __________
Weed-Seed-Free Feed Required _____________
Camping (if available)  _____________________
Cost to Member ___________________________
Cost to Non-member _______________________
Contact Name ____________________________
Phone ___________________________________
Email ____________________________________
Website__________________________________

4th QTR BCHW Board of Directors’ meeting
 Saturday, December 5, 2020 
 Kittitas Valley Event Center
 901 E 7th Ave, Ellensburg, WA
 Exec Director Nicole Sedgwick
 360-640-1495 • bchwexec@bchw.org


