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dwesselius 1007@gmail.com............. 360.827.2454

Ways & Means Teri Starke

ways_means@bchw.org ........c......... 253.709.5052
OTHER CONTACTS:

Photography Jim Thode

im@jimthode.net........occccovrrcverne 360.978.5336

Historian Vacant

Volunteer Copy Editor/ Proof Reader
Sondra Johnston

sgjohn 1234@aol.com ... 253.376.7946

THN Editor Michele McGehee
Hhn@bChW.OTg oo 360.870.9038

Calendar Editor Terri Crawford
calendarpix@bchw.org

Webmaster
webboss@bchw.org

STAFF:
THN Managing Editor/ Publisher, Creative Dir.

Adriane Goodwin

bchw@wamedia.com ..., 360.754.4543
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Disclaimer

Articles which appear in The Trailhead News (THN)
do not necessarily reflect the position, opinion or
endorsement of Back Country Horsemen of Washing-
ton (BCHW), its officers, committee chairs, staff or
Washington Media Services, Inc. (WMS). BCHW and
WMS are not responsible for the accuracy of all material
and advertisements. Appearance of an advertisement
in the THN does not constitute a recommendation or
endorsement by BCHW of goods or services offered
therein. Prices subject to change without warning.
BCHW, WMS and its management shall not be held
responsible for any typing errors or omissions other
than a correction in the next available issue. The THN
shall not be reproduced in any form or manner without
prior written agreement. This includes reproduction of
articles, photos, and the BCHW logo.

Asa 501(c)(3) organization, the Back Country Horsemen of

Washington has enacted the following policy: Back Country
Horsemen of Washington does not endorse or oppose any
political candidate, donate or contribute to any political
candidates campaign, participate or engage in political
Sfundyraising events, distribute statements for or against
particular political candidates, nor engage in any other
activity that may constitute favoring or opposing a political
candidate. The forgoing applies to the official position of
BCHW it does not restrict or discourage individual members
from representing themselves in support of a candidate.

The Trailhead News is the official publication of Back
Country Horsemen of Washington (BCHW).

The Trailhead News is published bimonthly by Back Country
Horsemen of Washington, PO Box 1132, Ellensburg, WA
98926-1132. Annual membership dues include a subscription
to The Trailhead News.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: The Trailhead
News, PO Box 1132, Ellensburg, WA 98926-1132.
© 2010 Back Country Horsemen of Washington.

EDITORIAL: Printed Newsletter, maximum word count for
articles is 700 plus two (2) photos as space is limited. Digital
Newsletter does not have maximum word count plus more than
two (2) photos can run with article. Photos must be accompanied
by the location, name(s) of person(s) in photo and the name of

the photographer. The Trailhead News is published bimonthly
and delivered electronically with the exception of Mar/Apr
and Sept/ Oct issues, which are printed and mailed to members.

Please submit to: thn@bchw.org or mail to:
PO Box 7184 * Olympia, WA 98507 * 360.754.4543

Avrticle, Photo & Ad Publish Date
Deadline Dates of Newsletter
December 1

January 1

April 1....

June 1

August 1

October 1..

Advertising Information Cc1|| 360.754.4543
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BCHW Chapter Locations & Directors

BUCKHORN RANGE:
Director: Bob Hoyle
CAPITOL RIDERS:
Director: Barb Aberle
CASCADE HORSE CLUB:
Director: Carol Russo
CRAB CREEK RIDERS:
Director: Dan Nelson
ELLENSBURG:

Director: Brenda Nass
FERRY COUNTY:
Director:

GRAYS HARBOR:
Director: Cheryl Clark
INDEPENDENT

Director: Terri Crawford
LEWIS COUNTY:
Director: Tom Conner
METHOW VALLEY:
Director: Cathy Upper
MOUNT ADAMS:
Director: Mark Vorce
MOUNT SAINT HELENS:
Director: Jim Anderson
NISQUALLY:

ALT. Director: Brenda Fromhold
NORTHEAST:

Director: Doug Stewart
OAKLAND BAY:

Director: Traci Koch
OKANOGAN VALLEY:
Director: Ken Bailey
OLYMPIC:

Director: Rob Centeno
PENINSULA:

Director: Jeff Chapman
PIERCE COUNTY:
Director: Louise Caywood
PONDEROSA:

Director: Ken Carmichael
PURPLE SAGE RIDERS:
Director: Heather Moorman
RATTLESNAKE RIDGE RIDERS:
Director: Danny Chappel
SCATTER CREEK RIDERS:
Director: Cheryl Hayward
SKAGIT:

Director: Bob Iddins
TAHOMA:

Director: Becca Morgan
TRAIL DUSTERS:

Director: Marianne Honeycutt
WENAS VALLEY:
Director: Jim Breeze
WENATCHEE VALLEY:
Director: Mike Walcker
WHATCOM COUNTY:
Director: Bill McKenna
Whidbey Island Trail Riders:
Director: Kathy Thompson

106 Ash Loop * Port Townsand, WA 98368
725 Wilson Ct NW ¢ Olympia, WA 98502
P.O.Box 1359 * Lake Stevens WA 98258

P.O. Box 519 * Moses Lake, WA 98837

3736 River Bottom Rd ¢ Ellensburg, WA 98926
P.O.Box 1124 * Republic, WA 99166

P.O.Box 52 * Satsop, WA 98583

507 Dalles Mountain Rd ¢ Centerville, WA 98613-3030

829 Centralia Alpha Rd ¢ Chehalis, WA 98532
P.O.Box 902 * Twisp, WA 98856

P.O.Box 53 ¢ Trout Lake, WA 98650

P.O. Box 418 ¢ Brush Prairie, WA 98606
P.O.Box 210 ¢ Kapowsin, WA 98344-210
P.O.Box 3094 ¢ Deer Park, WA 99006

61 SE Craddick Rd ¢ Shelton, WA 98584
P.O.Box 812 ¢ Tonasket, WA 98855

5390 NE Elfendahl Pass Rd ¢ Belfair, WA 98528
P.O. Box 451 ¢ Carlsborg, WA 98324

17310 Longmire Rd SE * Yelm, WA 98597

3505 45th Ct * Spokane, WA 99223

219911 E Perkins Rd * Kennewick, WA 99337
P.O.Box 63 ¢ Benton City, WA 99320

14749 Tilley Rd * Tenino, WA 98589

P.O.Box 188 ¢ Sedro Woolley, WA 98284
P.O.Box 365 ¢ Ravensdale, WA 98051

12503 67th Ave NE ¢ Arlington, WA 98223-6219
191 Alfalfa Rd * Selah, WA 98942

4330 Eels Rd ¢ Cashmere, WA 98815

P.O.Box 28607 ¢ Bellingham, WA 98228

P.O. Box 1241 « Coupeville, WA 98239

360-531-2337

360-481-5848

425-334-7204

509-750-1164

509-859-2754

360-581-2469

509-250-0944

360-269-3804

509-429-2955

206-920-6829

360-835-5719

253-222-2009

951-264-6283

360-490-2878

509-670-4219

360-830-0345

360-301-9156

253-732-8105

509-710-1162

509-947-7792

509-947-5824

360-601-1331

804-695-4170

253-732-5931

425-583-4963

509-840-3367

509-670-6038

360-220-5909

360-679-0983

Chapter Directors: This list is taken from the

BCHW Directory located online at bchw.org.

bobhoyle@usa.net
capitolriders22@gmail.com
jcesrusso@aol.com
dlnels@me.org

brendanass@gmail.com

cherylac146@gmail.com
rktbar@gmail.com
tkranch@toledotel.com
cathyupper52@gmail.com
macarthur36@hotmail.com
muleman 1951 @gmail.com
Wahine.paniolo@gmail.com
dougstewart55@gmail.com
ctracgo@aol.com
Kenbailey 1947 @gmail.com
centenorob@gmail.com
bbbranch@olympus.net
saddledupw@aol.com
kcarmichael2225@gmail.com
bchwmembership@gmail.com
chapchar05@bentonrea.com
cherylh.bchw@yahoo.com
reiddins@gmail.com
litlebeemorgan@gmail.com
mariannehoneycutt] @gmail.com
76redhorse@gmail.com
empirebuilder747@gmail.com
wintercreek 10@gmail.com

kt-goneriding@hotmail.com
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Optional Members

September/October 2025

Back Country Horsemen of Wcshington expresses its graﬁtude to those who contribute to

BCHW as “Lifetime,” “Contributing,” “Sustaining,” an

“Patron” members.

membership fee, which includes the Family or Single Membership. The optional membership information on this page is provided by the

| he Optional Membership Program is available to all members for renewal or new membership. Members in this program pay only the optional

BCHW Membership Committee. If you have any corrections or questions, please e-mail membership@bchw.org.

Name Chapter Name Chapter | Name Chapter
Kathy &Bob Cole ......ocoovvvviriirssssssisisiss MSH Brain & Tammy Jansen.........ccocvevcevcenenncen. MSH
Mitch BQird .o IND | Patrick Dolan ..o MSH | Janet &Joe Keller........ooooonnnrcennrcrcrrrrrrrneee TAH
SCOtt BAUGT......oeeeeee e CHC | Sherrie Ellioft. ... NEC | Julie & John Lundy .....cooooorvverriererernn FRC
Amanda Biles .......coooveeveeveeeeeeee e TAH | Robert Eversole ... NEC Paul Mellick. ..o RRR
Penelope Booker... LIND | Bruce & Kathy Foreman................ccccoonuinnnne NEC Bob & Rani Merz........cocvvvnincniencencennenen. MAC
Karen Briskey........ .PCC | Peg Greiwe & Dale Kelley ...........cccooouunnre. PCC | Daren Moorman ........ccoccoevveerrvcnreeereienrenn. PSR
Caleb Canby......... e MVC | Mary Kane....ocviinan, TAH Kris MOran ..o GHC
Tawney Carrier...... PSR | Lorraine Karmen.......cccccoovcevennicennccnennes CHC Jeanette & John O'Keefe....ovovveeeeeen. MVC
Janis Collett......ccoeveuene.. LPCC | Bill Kehner ... IND Sheila Richards.......ccoccoevininenencrerecees NEC
Steven & Carol Crapson . .CCR | Cindy & Dean Kobetich.........occccovvvuuuinns BRC Leonard & Kathy Rolph......ccooviiiriinnee. MAC
Missy Day ......... TAH | Mike & Chris McGlenn......ccccoeveieiriennnne WCC Harold Rosenbach & Cindy McAlpin........ GHC
David JAckSON ... PSR | Mary Mcintyre-lee ..o IND | Carol & James RUSSO.............cccewweeemeeememennnnnns
Kris Lenke ... BHR | Al &Marci Norrbom ... WEN Craig Volosing & Karen Stevenson
LOMi LENNOX evvvvvvevrrvrerrrssssssssssssssssssssssssssse GHC | Mary & Dennis Owens..........ccoovvvrivvssccicis GHC | Joan &Ben Wildman.................ewweemeeeennnnns
Kim MErrick oo N R CILIETT T TC]| O ___—— TAH | Sonja Wingard & James Matthies...........
Heather Moorman ... PSR | Drew &Rachel Scott.....oovvvvvvrvrvvvvvvvvvnvniincnnens CCR Kathy YOUNG.....ooverieriieeiiesee e,
Jason Ridlon ... IND | Lynda Stafford ... SCR
Kathy RUSSO ... IND | Michael Torok........cccccccvevvernneiiiciiciinnnnis MvC
Samantha Sandford........cc..ccovceriiniinrin. MSH | Larry & Felicia Wachtel..........cccccccccnnncec IND
John Scherrer ..., CHC | Darrell &Kristy Wallace ........cccccooooevvccccies NEC
Dave Seibel ... MOC | Brenda & Greg Wiebe....... Ken Wilcox BCHW
Bob Shonkd ... IND | Bonnie Witrak....................
Teri SEArke ..o IND | Bob & Lyris Wooldridge .
Cathy Upper ... MVC | JOANN YOSt Wﬁ/lmﬂ’b
BaArbara WOo ..o CHC
Pat WYETS ..o MAC | Earl &Dorothy Aalseth.........cooccccooirrrrrl CHC Be"yRGe Shonka
Jim & Terri Anderson..... Carol Wilcox
Dale & Tina Merton .........ccccovvveieerinrinniinnes LcC | Carol & David Bainter
GeNE BIENt ..o Doc Wesselius
isti i Gary & Kathy Collins......ocovrvrienieneiriinenen. .
g:;lsthc:]Chne ................ e MVC e ;’(Jim Cr); S Jim MUI'phy
g Johnston & Catherine Johnson ......... GHC 9
Bob Showalter ... RRR | Sue and Greg DUffy......c..vvcrirn Laarin Lee Barber
Heather SPENCET e PNC | Ken &Pam Evans........cccovicivnicinncnns . .
Nancy Wipest .................................................. PCC | Clay & Allyson Forenpohar................. WEN Marianne Finrow
Dean & Susan Hartman.........cooecnenerinnnens CPR Teunis Wyers
Sheila & Bud Blakely ......ooooovvvvovorerere. Bruce & Gigi Hiebert ... TAH
Ron & Marty Celestres ......cccooorrvrrvveeeccce. Toni HOOVET ..ot PSR TrygVe CUIP
Danny & Jeanie Chappel Judith & Bob Hoyle ......coooiicee BHR
Leslie Coey & Curt Fuller Robert HUMes ..o PCC

ﬂfox Deduction

lease be informed that membership dues, paid at the state as well as the chap-
Pter level, are tax deductible for the calendar year and subsequent years. De-
duct your dues as a charitable contribution under authority of IRC Section

170 (assuming the person paying the membership dues itemizes their deductions
when computing their federal net taxable income) or as a business deduction under

authority of IRC Section 162 (assuming the person paying the membership dues

has a “trade or business” and the payment of the membership dues is directly re-

lated to this “trade or business”’). When making a donation, ask for a receipt.
Your volunteer mileage is also deductible. Make copies of your volunteer

ours logs with mileage for your taxes. g

2 The Trailhead News

A Gift To Honor or
In Remembrance

Donate in memory of a friend, family, or
loved one. To make a donation in their
name to BCHW, please contact Teri Starke,
BCHW Treasurer, at: 253.709.5052 or
tstrk21@msn.com.
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President’s Corner

==

Vg S By Dana Chambers, BCHW President

say how close we are to a weather change or certain holi-

days...LOL! We have had great weather, and it hasn’t
been too terribly hot, at least not on the west side of the Cas-
cades. We have accomplished a great deal of work on the
trails, and several chapters have had successful and enjoyable
rides.

What I want to share with you is an issue with the mas-
sive amounts of spam emails that are going out. As I stated
in an email to all members, BCHW Leadership and Chapter
Leadership won’t ever ask members to purchase gift cards. If
you receive one of these emails, delete it. Also, emails have
been sent out asking if you have time to chat and such. These

| can’t believe it is September already...I am not going to

BCHW Mission Statement

BCHW is affiliated with Back Country Horsemen of
America (hereinafter “BCHA”) and therefore adopts the
BCHA mission statement as follows: The mission of this
organization shall be:

* To perpetuate the common-sense use and enjoyment of
horses in America’s back country and wilderness.

* To work to ensure that public lands remain open to recre-
ational stock use.

* To assist the various governmental and private agencies in
their maintenance and management of said resource.

* To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the
wise use of the back country resource by horsemen and the
general public commensurate with our heritage.

* To foster and encourage the formation of new chapters in
the state organization.

President's Corner
sl - - ] ! .. .u

-0y

are usually spam as well. The emails claim to be from people
you may know in the chapter, but the email address is ac-
tually a spammer’s. Delete these and never forward them. I
wish I had an easy fix, but unfortunately, these are creative
spammers.

Lastly, we are currently updating the BCHW Website.
The home page has a fresh new look. If anyone has any sug-
gestions, is having trouble finding something, or has requests
for things they would like to see on our site, please email me
at president@bchw.org. We have a Website Committee work-
ing hard to make our website user-friendly!

Have a great rest of your summer, and we hope to see
many of you at the Winery Ride in October. A

Did You Know

Did you know that your chapter
newsletter can be uploaded
on the BCHW website. Itis a
wonderful way to effectively
promote your chapter and
special activities. Check it out
under Resources on the website.

The Trailhead News 3
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Volunteering In BCH

By Ken Carmichael, BCHW Vice President

* Strategic Plan — Where are we headed and how are we going
to get there? Again, a small group of people are looking for the
answers.

potential topics. Lately I think I am in a rut because it al-
ways comes back to volunteering. We talk about the mis-
sion of BCHW, which is important; but it all starts and ends with
volunteering. .
I'look at all the wonderful things that BCHW and the chapters
do and the potential for so much more if only we had more people
carrying part of the load. I cannot speak for the entire organiza-
tion, and the list is not all inclusive; but these are just some of the .
projects that I constantly see crossing my desk:

ﬁ s I sit down to write an article for the THN I think about

Winery Ride — What a major event that financially supports
BCH and puts our name in front of people. It takes 100 volun-
teers. A terrific way to volunteer.

Rendezvous — This is moved to April 2026. New ideas and
events. Volunteers and ideas are needed.

* Website design — everyone can provide input to a committee

working to improve a great tool. confinved on page 5

BCHW Sponsorships Program

We are now offe rin g annua | s ponsors hi P sl e The Trailhead News publication goes to 2100+ members

* Rendezvous Three-day event gathers 400+ members and
100+ public attendance

Sponsorship Levels will be for a calendar year and include the
benefits listed below.

All levels of sponsors will be listed on the Sponsors’ page of our Sponsorship

website.
¢ Back Country Horsemen of Washington Facebook page
has 8.6K Followers
Sponsorshi . Bridle
P P Benefits Sponsorshj
Level o Jove P
. ve
Spur * Business card-size listing in all 6 editions of our Trailhead News Spolr;svor/sh/p 1/4 Page
$500 * Your banner displayed atf our statewide events BUSinesfcard 7
. * Quarter-page listing in our 6 editions of The Trailhead News
Bridle . ,
$1000 * Your banner displayed af our statewide events.
* Booth at our statewide events (if desired)
* Half-page listing in all 6 editions of The Trailhead News Saddle Sponsorship | /
Saddle * Your banner displayed af our statewide events. 1/2 Poge P Leve
$5000 * Booth at our statewide events (if desired)
¢ Posts on BCHW Facebook page

Contact president@bchw.org for more information

4 The Trailhead News
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BCHW Winery Ride and
Halloween Costume Contest

t’s August and we have over 300 reg-

istered riders. All camp sites are sold

out with a waiting list of around 20
people waiting for cancellations or some
place to camp. With Yakima County per-
mits in hand, we are almost ready for
this year’s event.

What we lack are enough volunteers
to ensure this event runs smoothly. The
volunteer sign-up is around 60, which
is usually around 100. We ask that you

Volunteering In BCH

continued from page 4

There are activities where we should stay informed and
provide input when asked such as the Legislative committee
and Public Lands committee. There are activities where you
can help without attending a meeting such as Governance and
Bylaws, Awards and Safety. The inside front cover of the THN
provides a list of all the BCHW committees.

What about at the chapter level? Where can you help
there? Key areas include trail work, fundraising, helping with
meetings and education. We need to talk to our chapter presi-

" OF WASHINGTON

Name:

Please clip out and mail

Permanent or Temporary
Address Change Form

BCHW Winery Ride
v

remind chapter members to register

register as a volunteer.

trail projects. A

dent and ask how we can help. Maybe offer to plan a chapter
meeting education event or host a ride.

It comes down to supporting the mission of BCH of keep-
ing the trails open for everyone. We each have different skills,
abilities, talents, interests, and time available. We just need to
pick something that fits us.

BCH is a corporation which makes it a legal entity. But it
has no power. It is the people in the organization that makes
it breathe. Please look around your chapter and BCHW to see
what you can do to keep trails open.

Current Address:

New Address:

Temporary Address for Snow Birds:
Start date:

Return Date:

Mail to: Dana Chambers, State Membership Chair, 11404 210th Ave Ct E, Bonney Lake, WA 98391
Email to: membership.bchw@gmail.com

The Trailhead News

so we can plan meals and ensure
that we have enough volunteers to
make this event a success. Go to the
BCHW Winery Ride Event page to

Remember that this event in-
cludes a profit share to chapters and
provides funds for small chapters’



BCHW Awards

September/October 2025

2025 BCHW Awards Program

Never too early to start the list

By Susan Sundahl, BCHW Awards Committee Chair

tion packet now. Nominations are due by February 1, 2026

and will be awarded at Rendezvous in April. There are so
many deserving BCHW members that should receive one of these
awards. If your Chapter does not have a nominating com-

S tart the process of gathering information for the nomina-

mittee for Awards, please put it on the agenda for % 3 |
your next meeting. I am more than happy to assist & % s
you with your nominations. In addition, BCHW &

appreciates donations from individuals and Chap- =

ters for these awards. For more information and | ""LL

to see past award winners, please visit the Awards
page at bchw.org/programs/awards.

BCHW AWARDS CATEGORIES 0

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT This award is for the
BCHW member or couple who has shown a
lifetime of dedication to BCHW by actively pur-
suing and promoting the organization and the
BCHW Mission Statement in a variety of ways.
This award is for recognition, not a contest.

Lifetime = 1, max 2 awarded

a

LOPPER AWARD This award is for a BCHW member who has
demonstrated outstanding commitment and dedication to their
chapter or to BCHW by participation and promotion of what
the BCHW Mission Statement stands for. This is kind of an
“all around” award, with the nominee being active in several
different aspects of the many things that make up BCHW.

Lopper = 3, max 4 awarded

CAMP COOK This award is for the BCHW member who will-
ingly keeps the campfires burning and the kettles hot and full
of delicious food to share with others. Whether it is at meet-
ings, work parties or social functions, they are in the kitchen
making sure all are well fed.

Camp Cook = 1 awarded

TRAIL WARRIOR This person may not make all the chapter
functions or even own a computer, but they are out rain or
shine, day in and day out, working on the trails.

Trail Warrior = 3, max 4 awarded

DESK JOCKEY This person is one of the behind-the-scenes peo-
ple, always at a computer or running from meeting to meet-
ing. They keep the wheels of our organization turning.

Desk Jockey = 2, max 3 awarded

6 The Trailhead News

JUNIOR BCHW Our future! Who stands out in your chapter?
This person would participate in chapter events such as work
parties, fund raisers, LNT/education, training or BCHW pro-
motion such as parades.

Junior BCH = 1, max 2 awarded

BACKBONE This award is to recognize that special
member who is always there when needed, ready and
willing to do some special job that no one else can or
will do, sometimes at the last minute. This is a mem-
ber who is very important in keeping the chapter, or-

- ganization or an event operating smoothly.

. Backbone = 2, max 3 awarded

CINCH AWARD The BCHW Board of Directors nomi-
nates this award and the President nominates five directors
to make the selection. It was created to recognize those

y hard-working BCHW members who have consistently
and competently carried out jobs at the state level, year
after year. Recipients shall be Volunteer Committee
Chairmen, Volunteer Committee member, or an UN-
ELECTED state officer - they keep the wheels of this great
organization running smoothly. They may or may not be very
visible - they may be quietly working in the background, reli-
ably doing their jobs. They may or may not be active or hold
an office in a chapter or even be a chapter member, but they
are invaluable at the state level.
Cinch Award = 1, max 2 awarded

PRESIDENT'S DIAMOND AWARD The BCHW President
awards a person or persons “In recognition of outstanding
dedication, passion and commitment to the BCHW mission”.
The President’s Diamond Award is decided autonomously
from the BCHW Awards Program.

President’s Diamond Award = 1, max 2 awarded

SPONSORSHIPS Thank you to all the Chapters and Harbor
Saw for your sponsorships. These sponsorships, partnered
with the BCHW award budget, resulted in nineteen volun-
teers being recognized in eight categories. Please encourage
you, your chapter or businesses to support the BCHW Award
Program for one or more of the award categories. Also re-
member that with our 501(c3) there is a tax advantage for
award donations.
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BCHW Awards

2025 BCHW
Award Nomination Form

(one form per nominee)

Lifetime Achievement Desk Jockey
Lopper Award Junior BCHW
Camp Cook Backbone Award

Trail Warrior

Nominees’ Name

Chapter(s)
Submitted by

Chapter(s)

Phone Email

Information to include in your nomination presentation:

In 75 words or less, give an opening statement telling why this person is deserving of special, statewide recognition
for this specific award.

Then separately, on as many pages as you need, create a presentation detailing WHY this person should receive this
award.

Chapters this person has belonged to and for how long

Positions or job titles this person has held

An estimate of his or her volunteer hours (Chapter Vol Hour Chairs can help with this)
Awards this person has won

Trails or camps this person has worked on

A little family history

Include anything which will make your nominee stand out! (Letters of recommendation from land managers, news
clippings, photos, etcetera.)

The presentation you submit will be given to the recipient.

Mail nomination forms with your presentation via the US Post Office to: BCHW Awards Committee Chair

Susan Sundahl
15188 Stevens Rd. S.E. Olalla, WA 98359
Questions: pappihorse@wavecable.com or 253-380-0343

Must be received before February 1, 2026

The Trailhead News
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Riding Together Growing Stronger: How Trail
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By Carolyn Sanders, Olympic Chapter BCHW

here’s something about swinging into the saddle alongside
good friends that brings purpose to a ride. For the Olympic
Chapter of BCHW, our campouts, trail rides, work parties,
and volunteer trainings do more than just check the boxes of rec-
reation and stewardship—they forge friendships, deepen our col-
lective knowledge, and strengthen the mission we all ride for.
Over the past few months, we’ve explored new trails, hosted
educational events, and pitched in on trail maintenance, all while
growing as a chapter. Whether it was campfire laughter after a
long ride or the teamwork required to clear a downed log, each
moment added another stitch to the fabric of our community.
This June, a few of us camped and rode out of Kalama Horse
Camp in the Gifford Pinchot National Forest. The adventure

Time Builds Community

g
o

was full of scenic trails, unexpected challenges, and, most of all,
trust—between riders and horses, and among each other. When
one rider was injured, we didn’t hesitate to shift plans, offer help,
and make sure everyone felt safe and supported. It’s in those mo-
ments that the true meaning of BCHW shines: preserving trails,
yes—but also preserving each other’s well-being, spirit, and con-
fidence.

Our “First of the Month” rides and “Third Saturday” rides
give members regular chances to connect on the trail. Some of
these rides are small, accommodating just two or three riders,
while others attract larger groups. What matters is that we’re out

continued on page 9
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Riding Together Growing Stronger:
How Trail Time Builds Community

continued from page 8

there, representing BCHW, modeling safe riding practices, and in-
viting others to join in the joy of equestrian adventure. We’ve seen
green horses grow braver, new members become more engaged,
and seasoned riders evolve into mentors, all through the rhythm
of consistent trail time.

Beyond riding, we’ve shown up for events like Camp Host
Training with DNR, emphasizing our commitment to public land
stewardship and rider responsibility. We’ve volunteered our time
for trail work parties, shared maps and tips with newcomers, and
used our rides to scout trail conditions for future BCHW events.
Every activity is an opportunity to lead by example and remind
the public that horsemen are allies in the care and accessibility of
Washington’s trails.

Perhaps most importantly, our gatherings have become spac-
es of encouragement and friendship. At the end of the day, BCHW
isn’t just about trails—it’s about people. When someone shares
their horse’s first trail ride, or conquers a fear, or tells a funny sto-
ry around the fire, they aren’t just building confidence —they’re
building community.

The Olympic Chapter rides with intention: to enjoy the out-
doors, yes—but also to educate, include, and empower. With each
hoofbeat, we carry forward the values of BCHW and extend the
invitation to others to ride with us, learn with us, and steward the
trails we all love.

After all, it doesn’t get much better than exploring wild plac-
es with your horse and your people.
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A Trip to Horseshoe Basin (Eastern Pasayten)

By Kambria and Waylon Moffitt

e drove seven hours to the eastern Pasayten area. We

spent two days clearing the trail and then headed into

the basin. It was calm and quiet, and wildlife was
abundant and unafraid. We set up our first camp at the junction
between Smith Lake, Goodenough Trail, and the boundary trail.
We figured that would be a great place for all the riding options
that we wanted to achieve.

During breakfast, a big bull moose and cow walked through
camp, and when Waylon exclaimed, “There’s a moose!” they trot-
ted away. On the second day in the basin, we rode up to the top of
Armstrong Mountain into Canada. The uninhabited land stretched
as far as the eye could see, and we were the only ones around for
hundreds of miles. It was neat to see the clear-cut line of trees
marking the American-Canadian border.
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CHW memberships expire on December 31, 2024 and the renewal season starts on October 1st. Please go to BCHW.org
and click on the Membership tab to join or renew. If you have any questions, issues or concerns, please don’t hesitate to
contact me, Dana Chambers, at membership.bchw@gmail.com or call 206-498-6952. I'm here for you!
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Once back at camp, we had a nice Jetboil dehydrated “peak”
meal and lay down for bed. Then we heard our mule snorting
and puffing, so we went to see what was the matter, and a bull
moose was standing 20’ away, staring at her. As we got out, he
walked shyly away, and then we lay back down. And then we
heard the snorting again... He had come back to see the horses.
It was a young bull, and I think he thought our mammoth mule
might make a good girlfriend. He continued to harass us for hours,
coming back as soon as we lay down, no matter how many times
we chased him off. Finally, he figured our mule might not make a
good girlfriend after all and went to find something else to do. The
next morning, we moved camp to Louden Lake because, besides

continued on page 11

PRICING FOR OUR SINGLE AND FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS ARE INCREASING.
In Addition To Chapter Dues

.................................... $1,200.00
................................... $2.000.00
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A Trip to Horseshoe Basin (Eastern Pasayten)

continued from page 10

being harassed all night by a moose, the mosquitoes were also
pretty terrible and made eating food an unpleasant experience.

Louden Lake was extremely beautiful and more open, and
the slight breeze offered some protection from the mosquitoes.
We cleared the trail enough for stock to get around and summited
Haig Mountain on horseback. Our mule was kicking at her belly
and seemed to have an upset stomach, no doubt from the stress
of being harassed by a moose the night before, so we gave her
the first response that Darlene had recommended, along with ad-
ditional electrolytes. It seemed to help pretty quickly, and she had
a bowel movement right after. We spent the next few days riding
to Good Enough Peak and Windy Peak, and checking out Smith
Lake. There were quite a few logs down on the way to Windy
Peak. We cleared enough to get the horses around, and that took
several hours. It could use a polish up, though.

As we headed into the Fourth of July weekend, we were no
longer the only ones at the lake and saw six or seven tents. Windy
Peak was also busy, and it was so odd to see so many people after

having the entire basin to ourselves a couple of days prior. After
being there for a week, we packed up and headed out. We saw
four big bucks lying down in the grass, and they slowly got up and
meandered off as we approached closer.

Once we returned to the trailhead, we were surprised to see
a volunteer crew that had arrived to log out the trail. One of the
local gals usually clears it, but she was unable to do it this year,
so that’s why we went up and did it for her. Hopefully, she will
be able to ride again this fall. Such a beautiful area; it was nice to
escape the crowds of the west side, even though it took two full
days of driving just to get out there and back.

Amongst other adventures there, we were also stalked by a
cougar. And although there were lightning blizzards in the fore-
cast a week prior, it ended up being perfect weather while we were
there, with a low of 50s and high of 65 or 70 during the heat wave.
Highly recommended backcountry Equestrian destination!

Note: A Katana Boy 650 saw works really well in the eastern
Pasayten; most of the logs are under a foot wide. Pl

The Trailhead News 11
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Bridles and Badges: Boy Scouts Saddle Up for
a Day of Learning

By Mickey Hnatovic-Centeno, Olympic Chapter of BCHW

Stottlemeyer parking lot between Carolyn Sanders and
a Boy Scout leader about “getting our groups together
somehow.”

Next, I, Mickey Hnatovic-Centeno, was asked if I could
help the troop with their Equestrian Merit Badge. Easy peasy-
I teach lessons all the time and work with 4-H youth — though
it did take some extra planning to meet all the requirements
in a short amount of time.

You can’t learn to ride in a day, and these boys needed
to walk and trot 60 feet in a straight line, as well as ride a
30-meter circle, then halt and back up several steps. Other
tasks included grooming, tacking up, learning about different
saddles, and bridling.

I use my horses for drill team and was a bit concerned
they might respond too enthusiastically to leg cues. (We did
talk about “we don’t kick our friends” ?7?). I stressed most
about how to accomplish a straight-line trot, and finally de-
cided that the requirement didn’t say no lead line.

| t started with a simple meeting and conversation in the

12 The Trailhead News

Four chapter members volunteered, and I recruited three
of my students with the promise of a trail ride for their time
(although I think one cute guy might have been an added bo-
nus!). Wrangler helpers were designated with teal bandanas.

We allocated four hours for the six boys to complete
all the tasks, including a lunch break while we switched out
horses from the hands-on portion to the riding portion. The
horses used are all on the property, and they were on their
best behavior! It worked well having one-on-one instruction
at each station.

The best part was at the end, when we asked what their
favorite part was (predominantly riding!), and what they
learned (“How to tie the latigo knot” and “Horses aren’t as
scary as they look!”).

Many thanks to Chuck and Betsy Regimbal, Patti Wible,
Mescha Manietta and her boys Bandit and Diego, and lastly
Rob Centeno for working behind the scenes — bringing cof-
fee and juice and returning horses to the barn. At the end, the
leader, Troy, said, “I hope we can do this again sometime!”
Again, thank you to everyone who helped! P4
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Hello Black Piners!
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hee crew logging Cradle Lake Trai

By Barb Talbot

osh I 'love a back country trip out of Black Pine. The
G beauty is indescribable and the access we have made

for stock and hikers who wouldn't otherwise be able
to enjoy a wilderness experience is something we should all
be proud of. Way to go Black Piners!!!

Things were different in many ways this trip. I just want
to focus on logistics for now. Instead of having the entire crew
at the Hunter Camp on Meadow Creek this year, we spread
out to Frosty Wildhorse Trail On the Icicle side and Snowall
Cradle on the French Creek side as well. The Wenatchee Crew
of 6 worked out of the Hunter Camp on Meadow Creek Trail.
They were able to get the steep Cradle Lake Trail logged.

The Diane, Greg and Roger Crew got the steep switch-
backs on the French Creek/Snowall side and up into the first
meadows logged before the Big Meadow camp. They also got
French Creek logged to the Klonaqua Lakes junction. The
Terry and Barb crew got Frosty Wildhorse logged to Frosty
Pass and about 1/2 mile logged on Icicle Ridge Trail. Just
below Lake Margarete, a significant amount of brushing and
rock work was accomplished as well. As always, we got a lot
of logs cut and a lot of trail open for the year. Black Piners
rock. Having different camps allowed us to get more trail
logged out, kind of. Big thanks to Icicle Outfitters who al-
ways make time for our projects and pack us in. Next year,
we really need 2 teams (when I say teams, I really mean tool
boxes) at the Hunter Camp. There are too many trail miles
and 2 different trails for one team. Next year, we either put
together another tool box team or only have 2 back coun-
try camps. Always improving the process and adjusting to
change.

I want to say a special thanks to Tim Main who is always
looking to keep his mules in shape and help keep our trails
open. He really doesn't like to do trail work but we are grow-
ing on him. He saved our butts this year by getting the last 1/2
mile of French Creek logged before this work party so pack
stock could get up there. He has helped us with pack support
through the years and packed Terry and I into Frosty this year.
He recons the Icicle Road in the early spring and lets us know

continued on page 14
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Hello Black Piners!

continued from page 13

when it is safe to get a rig up to Black Pine. On every work
party, he is our emergency contact. He does all of this and
more. Thank you Tim!! By the way, I met Tim when my horse
broke down many years ago and he sold me a mule, now I
have 3. These mules have been a big part of all the Black Pine
projects.

Besides logging the Black Pine trails every year, we have
an RTP Grant Allocation comes from gas tax funding. The
purpose of the RTP Grant is to hire Youth Crews to do the
tedious tread, drainage and brush work that requires young
strong backs. We get a certain allocation of money on a
3-year cycle from RTP. To get that money released to our
account, our crew has to provide hours of work or "grant
match". For example, each hour of sawyer work we do is
worth around $35. We have to work 2 hours (around $70) as
a sawyer to get one hour ($35) released to our account to go
for Youth Crews. The Forest Service has, in the past, paid for
half of the Youth Crew expenses. With the cut backs this year,
they cannot do this. Yikes, We didn't have enough allocated
grant money and match hours to pay full price for a Youth
Crew. Now, thanks to BCHW members, private donations
to the Trail Opps Black Pine fund, and to Tim VanBeek for
finding other money, we are able to hire a Youth Crew. Tim
found a WCC (Washington Conservation Corp) Young Adult
crew that can work for us. They will work August 21-27. We
are putting them 4 1/2 miles up the Jack Creek trail just be-
fore the Meadow Creek junction to focus on a major drainage

= .3."
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problem that we can finally get done. There will be some
tread and brush work too. We are in the process of working
out details.

For a variety of reasons, we have cancelled the Com-
mercial Outfitter work party July 25-July 31. If you haven't
gotten your fill of logging this summer, there are 8-10 logs
on Snowall/Cradle from the French Creek side. There are also
logs from the Hunter Camp on Meadow Creek to the Paddy-
Go-Easy Junction. If any of you log these areas, keep track
of your hours and let me know what you did. Again, Black
Piners Rock! Trail Work On. «

The Terry and Barb Crew logging Frosty Wildhorse

community
rewards

Where shopping & giving unite
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Trail Work

Operations

t’s been an exciting, anxious, and at times frustrating year for

BCHW Trail Operations. Like many organizations working on

public lands, we’ve navigated a challenging mix of funding
uncertainty, tight timelines, and logistical complexity. Despite the
ups and downs, our volunteers and partners achieved impressive
progress, particularly at Olsen Creek near Bellingham.

BCHW continued its contributions to the developing Olsen
Creek/Stewart Mountain trail system through a strong and grow-
ing partnership with the Washington Trails Association. This
collaboration has proven to be a winning formula: BCHW pro-
vided critical pack support (thanks, Rocky, Roger and Jackie),
transporting over 5000 lbs of gravel to the work sites, while WTA
brought the shovels, trail crews, and a ton of energy to help push
the project forward. This multi-year, multi-phase effort is steadily
building a high-quality trail system that will open up exciting
new opportunities for stock users. The design of the trail system
supports a progression of riding experiences, providing a much-
needed entry-level route that helps riders confidently move from
arena work to open fields, into the foothills, and eventually into
Washington’s mountain backcountry.

In addition to that success, we also completed an outstand-
ing project on the Lake Creek Trail in the Methow Valley Ranger
District, working in partnership with the Northwest Youth Corps.
Scheduling this project was a major hurdle due to the late ar-
rival of information about funding availability. However, with
persistence and strong coordination between BCHW and North-
west Youth Corps (NYC) staff, we were able to build a plan that
worked for both sides.

The work itself presented major physical challenges. In
scorching 95-degree heat, the NYC crew took on a nearly impass-
able stretch of trail, heavily overgrown with thick brush. Ceano-

By Tim Van Beek, BCHW Trail Operations Manager

What’'s Happening in BCHW Trail

thus had overtaken the corridor—reaching over eight feet tall in
many areas—completely obscuring the route. A determined crew
of eight youth and two crew leaders, drawn from across the coun-
try, stepped up to the task. Over the course of the project, they
brushed nearly five miles of trail, making it once again accessible
and safe for stock use. Lake Creek Trail is another example of an
entry-level ride, and, being close to Andrews Creek Trail, it pro-
vides opportunities for folks to split up for a different experience.

BCHW Trail Ops is not done for the year! We are still sup-
porting trail crews and getting boots on the ground. Stay tuned for
an update.

While it was disappointing to learn that U.S. Forest Service
funding for additional youth crews was delayed for 2025, we re-
main cautiously optimistic. We’re hopeful that support will be re-
stored in 2026, allowing us to continue making headway on the
significant backlog of essential trail maintenance across the state.
Until then, BCHW Trail Operations will continue to do what it
does best—find creative ways to keep boots, hooves, and tools on
the trail. 2
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Bridges To Safer Trails

By Carolyn Sanders, Olympic Chapeter Publisher BCHW

Gold Creek. The sound of hammers tapping and boots
on planks echoed through the forest as five men worked
with practiced ease. Harold Weiss, Rob Centeno, Barry
Banks, Chuck, and Pete Allen from the Department of Natu-
ral Resources had gathered for a mission long in the making.
For months, Chuck had researched the right kind of mat-
ting—something tough, weatherproof, and safe for horses’
hooves. After digging through suppliers and negotiating
deals, he finally secured non-skid panels at a price the Olym-
pic Chapter could afford. With support from DNR, everything
was ready.

As the last panel was bolted down, everyone stepped
back to admire their work. The Gold Creek Bridge, once a
slippery challenge, now stood as a safe, solid crossing. No
more tentative hooves. No more risk of slips.

Thanks to a determined team and a little grit, the trails
were safer—and the project that once seemed like a long shot
was finally finished. @

The morning of June 5, 2025, dawned cool and clear at

G:ntent Deadline for the November/December
2025 Print Newsletter is October 1, 2025

Cover Photos can be sent anytime, 8x10 Vertical
orientation is best (300 dpi).

You can send articles, photos and
calendar of events early!

Please email your articles (700 word maximum) and 3 or 4 photos with
caption and photo byline to thn@bchw.org as soon as possible.
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Trail Work

Trail Etiquette Is A Safety Topic

By Chuck Regimbal, BCHW Safety Officer

rail etiquette is an understood but not well-published

subject. What one considers rude another considers rou-

tine. Even so, as the BCHW safety officer, there are a
few things I wish to say about trail etiquette.

When riding alone, you do not have an immediate influ-
ence over anyone else or their horses. But you are still train-
ing your horse for certain habits that will affect others when
in a group. When you are in a group, and going single file
down a trail, you very much have an influence over others
and their horses.

The lead horse sets the mood and pace for the whole line.
The leader should look back often to see if the following
horses are lagging behind or are fussing. Setting an irregular
pace, like trotting up a hill to then return to a walk causes the
following horses to accordion the line. A few times doing this
and most following horses will become upset. This applies
to the lead horse as well as any other horse in line. Keep a
constant pace.

When you are out alone, you are also NOT conditioning
your horse to accept any position in the line. You will eventu-
ally find yourself riding with others, a most enjoyable setting.
But there are dynamics at play here. The horses develop a
pecking order, especially with unfamiliar horses.

Here are a few suggestions

It takes a bit of patience, but when getting into line to
head down the trail figure out the best arrangement of horses.
Pasture mates may not want any separation.

Your horse cannot always be the lead horse so prepare
your horse to fall into line, not in the lead.

If a person is having trouble with a fidgety horse, stop
the whole line in a safe place and let them settle their horse
down, to figure out what the problem is. Do not just continue
on. Do not let your horse get in the habit of running up the
hill. It is OK to do that when you permit it. But in line, a
horse that habitually runs up a hill without the riders consent,
will cause problems for others who are restraining their own
horse.

Eventually somewhere along the trail, riders will want to
pass other riders. That is OK, but do it with the slower rider’s
consent, and in a safe place. The lead horse person should be
keeping track of all horses in the line. If you are organizing a
ride, question the participants and try to group faster horses
together and slower horses in a separate group. And wear a
helmet! 2
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

FREE Listing on BCHW Chapter Events Calendar

* Check to see if dogs are welcome.

Be sure to: * Contact the ride host to check for updates on the event.
Note: The BCHW Trailhead News represents as many events as possible; however, it makes no guarantees an event will be published. The calendar of
events is subject to change. Please check with ride contact for most updated information. Please send calendar corrections to: thn@bchw.org.

3rd QTR BCHW Board of Directors' Meeting 24th Annual Winery Ride & Halloween Costume Confest

Tahoma Chapter Prize Ride

Saturday, September 6, 2025

Danville/Georgetown Trail System

Maple Valley, WA

Cost: $25 per person, Inc. Lunch & 5 prize tickets.
Addtl. Tickets $5 ea

Registration: https://www.tahomabchw.org/prize-ride

Peninsula Chapter Olympic Spirit Prize Ride

Saturday September 13,2025

Olympic Peninsula: Sage Horse Camp, 2514 Chicken
Coop Road, Sequim, WA

Registration limited to 100 Riders - 8 mile scenic loop trail
No Pass Required

Cost: $30 (includes 4 raffle tickets, extras @ $5 each)
First Prize $300 Visa Card

Limited Camping Available @ $25 per night, includes 2
corrals (extras @ $5/night)

BBQ Rib Dinner Available @ $18 per person

Contact for Questions: 251-261-6188

Chapter Website: pbchw.org

Register on-line: bchw.org/Events

Saturday, September 20,2025
9:00am, Armory

Kittitas Valley Event Center

901 E 7th Ave, Ellensburg, WA
BCHW President Dana Chambers
president@bchw.org ® 206-498-6952

The Golden Harvest Prize Ride

Cascade Horse Club
Saturday, September 27, 2025
Pilchuck Tree Farm in Arlington via Lake Arm-
strong Gate
From Hwy 9, turn East on Harvey Creek Road -
Follow the signs.
Susie Spencer ¢ susiecompost@gmail com ¢
360-520-4509 OR Meshawn Zinn ®
mommabear781@gmail.com * 425-359-5292

Free Entrance Days in the

National Par

Sept. 27 — National Public Lands Day
Oct. 10 — World Mental Health Day
Nov. 11 — Veterans Day

Saturday, October 25, 2025

Zillah, WA

BCHWwineryride@gmail.com

for Sign-up and additional information, visit:
https://www.bchw.org/bchw 2025 winery ride

info.php

Your Chapter Ride or Event Must Be Open To All
BCHW Members To Have A FREE Listing

Lines in the listing have a
maximum character count of 32, includ-
ing spaces. Please keep this in mind.

Please submit the following information with your
event listing to thn@bchw.org.

Chapter Name
Name of Ride
Date

First Rider Out
Location

Register
Lunch
Name of Pass Required (if needed)
Weed-Seed-Free Feed Required
Camping (if available)
Costto Member

Cost to Non-member

Contact Name

Phone

Email
Website




